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To the Reverend 


= 7 Conyers Middleton, 
| Occaſioned by his late 
FREE ENQUIRY, etc. 


Z | January 4, 1748-9. 
Reve REND SIR, | 
I. your late Enquiry, you en- 
e381 ae to prove, Firſt, That 
there were no miracles wrought i in 
the primitive church ; Secondly, 
all the primitive fathers were fools 
or knaves, and moſt of them both 
one and the other. And it is eaſy to 
obſerve, the whole tenor of your ar- 
gument tends to prove, Thirdly, That 


no miracles were wrought by Chriſt 
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or his apoſtles; and Fourthly, That 
theſe too were fools or * knaves, or 


both. 


2. Lam not agreed with you on 


— 


any of theſe heads. My reaſons I 


ſhall lay before you, in as free a man- 
ner (though not in ſo ſmooth or la- 
bour'd language) as you have laid 


yours before the world. 


3. But I have neither inclination 


nor leiſure to follow you, ſtep by 


ſtep, through three hundred and ſe- 


venty three quarto pages. I ſhall 
therefore ſet aſide all 1 find in your . 
work, which does not touch the me- 


Tits of the cauſe : And likewiſe con- 


tract the queſtion itſelf, to the three 
firſt centuries, For I 8 no more 
to do with the writers or miracles of 


the fourth, than with thoſe of * 
fourteenth century. 


4. You will 8 aſk; te why 
do mou =P UnTer What reaſon can 


you 


$343 


55 you give for this? If you allow mi- 
racles before the empire became 
| Chriſtian, why not afterwards too?” 
J anſwer, becauſe after the empire be- 
tame Chriſtian (they are your own 
words) a general corruption both of 
Fatih and morals, infected the Chriſti- 
an church : Which by that revolution, 
as H. Jerom ſays, © loft as much of 
her virtue, as it had gained of wealth 
and power*.” And this very reaſon 2 
St. Chryſoſtom himſelf gave in te 
words you have afterward cited:  _** | 
ce There are ſome who aſt, Why are not 
miracles performed ſtiil? 2 hy are 
there no perſons who raiſe the dead 
and cure diſeaſes? To which he re- 
plies, © That it was owing to the want 
of Jann and virtue and PN in 0. 


8 times. . 


3s > 


7. You begin your preface by 4 „ *] 
ſerving That he Enquiry was intend- bo 
* p. 123. Dr. Middleton's words are e 


i lalict. 
WP” 3 


[6] / 
ed to have been publiſhed ſome time 
ago; but, upon reflection, you re- 
folved, To gmwe out firſt, ſome etch 
of what you was projecting: And ac- 
cordingly, pub{i/hed The ntroduflory 


aſcourſe 25 itſelf, though foreſeeing 
would encounter all the oppoſition 
that prejudice, bigotry, and ſuperſtition 
are ever prepared to give, 10 all en- 
quiries of this nature. But it was 


our comfort, that this would excite 


candid inquirers, to weigh the merit 
and conſequences of 1 u *. . 


2. The cone cee ber of it are to- 
lerably plain; even to free the good 
people of England, from all that pre- 


Judice, bigotry, and ſuperſtition, vul- 


garly called Chriſtianity. But it is 
not ſo plain, that zbis is rhe ſole expe- 


dem, which can ſecure the Proteflant 
religion, agamſi the efforts of Rome. 


It may be doubted, whether Deiſm 


is the /ole expeatent | to ſecure us againſt 


" Preface, p. 1. % „„ 


Popery. 
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popery. For ſome are of opinion, 
there are perſons in the world, who- 
are neither Deiſts nor Papiſts, _ 


3. You open the cauſe artfully 
enough, by a quotation from Mr. 
Lockes, But weare agreed, to build 
our faith on no man's authority. His 
reaſons will be conſidered in . 
place. 


Thoſe who have written againſt his 
and your opinion, you ſay, have ſhewn 
great eagerneſs, but little knowledge of 
the queſtion : Urged by the Fas of 

| honours, and prepared to fight for 
every eRabliſhment, that offers ſuch 
pay to its defenders*, I have not read 

one of theſe ; Yet I would fain be- 
lieve, That neither the hope of hon- 
our, nor the defire of pay, was the 
ſole or indeed the main motive that 
urged either them or you to engage 


in writing. 


: | 5 
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But I grant, they are overſeen, if 
they argue againſt you, by citing tbe 
Teſtimonies of the antient fathers' : 
Seeing they might eaſily perceive you 
pay no more regard to theſe, than to 
the evangeliſts or apoſtles. Neither 
do I commend them, if they inſinuate 
jealouſies of conſequences, dangerous to 
Chriſtianity . Why they ſhquld in- 
ſinuate theſe, I cannot conceive : I 
need not inſanuate; that the fun ſhines 
at noon-day. You have opened too 
great a glare to the public, to leave 
them any room for ſuch infinuation. 
Though (to fave appearances) you 
gravely declare ſtill, Vere my argu- 
ment allow'd to be true, the credit of 
the Goſpel-miracles could not in any 
degree be ſhaken by it 


4. So far is Aon Now we 
come to the point. The preſent que- 
ion, you fay, depends on the joint cre- 


dibility of | the facts, and of rhe wit 
* ibid. p. 7. . 


meſo 


31 


: eſſe who attef them, eſpecially on 
the former. For / the facts be in- 
credible, no teſtimony can alter the 


nature of things. All this is moſt. 


true. You go on. The credibility of 
 fafts lies open to the trial of our rea- 
_ ſon and ſenſes. But the credibility of 


witneſſes depends on a variety of prin- 


ciples, wholly concealed from us. And 
though in many caſes it may reaſonably 
be preſumed, yet in none can it be cer- 
zainly known*. Sir, will you retract. 
this, or defend it? If you defend, and 
can prove, as well as aſſert it, then 
farewell the credit of all hiſtory, not 
only facred but profane. If zhe cre- 


ability of witneſſes (of all witneſſes ; 


for you make no diſtinction) depends, . 


as you peremptorily affirm, on a va- 


riety of principles wholly concealed 
from us; and conſequently, though 


it may be preſumed in many caſcs, 


yet can be certainly Known 1 in none. 
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Then it is plain, all the hiſtory of the 
Bible is utterly precarious and un- 
certain: Then I may indeed preſume, 
but cannot certainl know, That Jeſus: 
of Nazareth ever was born : Much 
leſs that he healed the ſick and raiſed 
either Lazarus or himſelf from the 
dead. Now, Sir, go and declare 
again, how carefull you are, for the. 


credit of the Goſpel-miracles / 


But for fear any (confidering 
1 frank and open your nature is, 
and how warmly diſpoſed to ſpeak 
what you take to Fr. true?) ſhould fancy 
you meant what you faid in this de- 
claration, you take care to thform 
them ſoon after. The whole which 
the wit of man can poſſibly diſcover, 
either of the ways or will of the Crea- 
tor, muſt be acquired by attending ſe- 
riouſiy (To what? To the Jewiſh or 
 Chriftian Revelation? No; but) zo 
zhat revelation which he made of im. 


2 „ „„ 
elf 


42 1 
ſelf from the beginning in the beauti- 
full fabric of this viſible world“. 


6. I believe your opponents will 
not hereafter urge you, either with 
that paſſage from St. Mark or any 
other from Scripture. At leaft, I 
will not: Unleſs I forget my ſelf ; - 
as I obſerve you have done ruſt now, 
For you faid but now, Before we 
proceed, to examine teſtimonies for the 
deciſion of this diſpue, our firſt care 
ſhould be, to mform ourſelves of the 
nature of thoſe miraculous powers, 
which are the ſubject of it, as they are 
repreſented to us, in the 22 of the 
Goſpel”. Very true: This ſbould be 
onr firſt care. I was therefore all 
attention, to hear your account of 
the nature of thoſe powers, as they are 
repreſented to us in the Goſpel. But 
alas! You ſay not a word more about 
it; but ſlip away to thoſe zealous 
champions, who have attempted (bold 


4 p. 22. 5 p. 10. 


men 


L121 


men as they are) zo refute the imro- 
duftory d. aiſcourſe*. 


Perhaps you will ay; bo Yes, I re- 
peat that text from St. Mark.” You 
do; but not as deſcribing the nature 
a thoſe powers; but only to open 

e to one of your antagoniſts; 

of whom you yourſelf affirm, That 
= one of them ſeems to have ſpent a 
zhought in conſidering thoſe powers as 

they are ſet forth in the New Teſta- 
ment.. Conſequently, the bare re- 
peating that text, does not prove you 
(any more than them) to have /pen# 
one thought upon the ſubjeft. 
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7. From this antagoniſt you ramble 
away to another ; after a long cita- 
tion from whom, you ſubjoin, I: 
being agreed then, that in the original 
promiſe, there is no intimation of any 
particular period, to which their con- 

tinuance was limned”, —Sir, you have 


b l. p. Its p. 11. 9 p. 13. 


p. 14. TEM 
loſt. 


ESS 
loſt your way. We have as yet no- 
thing to do with their continuance. 
For till we have learned from thoſe 
ſacred records (I uſe your own words) 
what they were, and in what manner 
. exerted by the ap oftles, we cannot form 
a proper judgment of thoſe evidences 
| which are brought enher to confirm or 
con fute their continuance in the church: 
And muſt conſequently diſpute at ran- 
dom, as chance or prejudice may prompt 
us, about things unknown to us. 


Now, Sir, if this be true (as with- 


out doubt it is) then it a 
follows, That ſeeing from the 

ning of your book to the end you Fend 
not one page to inform either your- 


ſelf or your readers, concerning the 


nature of theſe miraculous powers, 
as they are repreſented to us in the 
hiſtory of the Goſpel: You diſpute 


throughout the whole at random as 


chance or prejudice prompt you, about 


things unknown to you. 
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3. Your reply to he adverſaries 
of your ſcheme, I may let alone for 
the preſent; and the rather, becauſe 
the arguments uſed therein, will oc- 
cur again and again. OnlyI would 
here take notice of one aſſertion, That 
the miraculous powers confer d on the 
apoſtles themſelves, were imparted 
Juſt at the moment of their exertion, 
and withdrawn agam as ſoon as thoſe 
particular occaſions wereſerved*, You 
ſhould not have aſſerted this, be it 
true .or falſe, without ſome ſtronger 
proof. This, Lſay, is evident *, is not 
a ſufficient proof; nor, A treatiſè is 
prepared on that ſuljectb. Neither 
is it proved by that comment of © Gro- 
tius on our Lord's promiſe, which li- 
terally tranſlated runs thus: 7o every 
believer there was then given ſome 
wonderfull power, which was to exert 

1 . 
8 nr tn Aa xvi. Fg Ss 1 e 
tamen cuilibet credenti tunc data ſit admirabilis facultas, 


quæ ſe, non ſemper quidem, ſed dats occaſione expli- 
Caret, : | 


1 . uſelf, 


——— 


AE 3 
| ifelf, not indeed always, but when 
nnn, ĩ˙ĩ 
9. But waving this; I grant the 
ſingle point in diſpute, is, Whether the 
teſtimony of the fathers, be a ſufficient 
ground to believe, that miraculous gifts 
 ſubſiſted at all, after the days of the 
" apoſtles ? But with this you inter- 
weave another queſtion, Whether the 7 
fathers were not all fools or knaves? 
In treating of which you ſtrongly in- 
timate, Firſt, That ſuch gifts did 
never ſubſiſt, and ſecondly, That 
the apoſtles were equally wiſe and 
good, with the wonder-workeF{(your 
favourite term) that followed them. 


When therefore you add, My opi- 
nion is this, that, after oy Lord's aſcen- 
ſian, the pins GS gifts he had 
promiſed were poured out on the apo- 
files and the other primary inſtruments 
of planting the goſpel; in order to en- 
| able them to overrule the invererate 


4 P. 27. 4 
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, n 


[ 16 5 
** both of the Jews 0 Cen- 
ry and to Fo an em the diſcou- 
raging yr _ Lf x ood rage and per- 
ſfecuion“: 
mere ef Ang "ar believe not one 
word of what you ſay. You cannot 
poſſibly, if you believe what you 
ſaid before. For, who can believe 
both the fades of a contradiction? 


10. However I will ſuppoſe you 
do believe it, and willargue with you 
from your own words. But firſt let 
us have a few moreof them“. In pro- 
ceſs of time, as miraculous powers began 
to be leſs and leſs wanted, ſo they be- 
gan gradually to decline, tl hays were 

finally withdrawns. And this may 

bath be thought to have happen d, 
while — of the ap les were fill 
— 


Theſe were given, you 9 , to the 
firſt planters of the Goſpel, in order 
o enable them to overrule the invete- 

©. f ibid, 5 p. 29. | 
rate 


upon all this to be 


"SAI 
terate prejudices both of Jews and 
Gentiles, and to bear up againſt the 
Shocks of perſecution. Thus far we 
are agreed, They were given for 
theſe ends. But if you allow this, 
you cannot ſuppoſe, conſiſtently with 
yourſelf, that they were withdrawn 
till theſe ends were fully anſwered. 
So long therefore as thoſe prejudices 
ſabſiſted, and as Chriſtians were ex- 
poſed to the ſhocks of perfecution, 
you cannot deny there was the ſame 
occaſion for thoſe powers to be con- 
tinued, as there was for their being 
given at firſt, And this, you fay, is 
A poſtulatum which all people wit 
grant, That they continued as long as 
they were neceſſary to the church. 

11. Now did thoſe prejudices 
ceale, or was perſecution at an end, 
while ſome of the apoſtles were ſtill lib- 

ing? You have yourſelf abundantly 
ſhewn, they did not, - You know, 

Si . | 


b | aw 


Fu | 

there was as ſharp perſecution in the 
third century, as there was in the firſt, 
as while all the apoſtles were living. 
And with regard to prejudices, you 
have induſtriouſly remark'd, That 

"rhe principal writers of Rome, who 
make any mention of the Chriſtiaus, 
about the time of Trajan, ſpeak of them 
as a ſet of deſpicable, flubborn, and 
even wicked enthuſiaſts : That Sueto- 
nius calls them a race of men of a new 
and miſchievons ſuperſtitiun- And 
that Tacitus, de/cribing the horrible 
zortures, which they ſuffered under 
Nero, /ays, They were deteſied for 
their flagitious practices; poſſeſſed with 
an abominable ſuperſiition, and con- 
demn'd not ſo much for their ſuppoſed 
_ crime of firing the city, as from the 
hatred of all mankind.” 


And heir condition, you ſay, con- 
tinued much the ſame, till they were 
eſtabliſhed by the croil power : Dur- 
Ap. 193. =P. 194 de _® . 199% 

> an. 


ä 1 >. 
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ing all which time they were conſtant- 


ly inſulted and calumniated by their 


heathen adverſaries, as a ſtupid, cre- 


dulous, impious ſect, the very ſcum of 


mankind, In a word, both with re- 


gard to prejudice and perſecution, I 


read in your following page, Te 
heathen magiſtrates would not groe 
themſelves the trouble, to make the leaſt 


enquiry into their manners or doctrines; 


but condemned them for the mere name, 


without examination or trial: treating 


a Chriſtian of courſe as guilty of every 
crime, as an enemy of the gods, em- 
perors, laws, and of nature ſelf. 


12. If then the end of thoſe mi- 


raculous powers was, To overcome in- 
veterate prejudices, and to enable the 


1 Chriſtians io bear up againſt the ſhocks 
of perſecution : how can you poſſibly 


conceive that thoſe powers ſhould 


ceaſe, while ſome of the apoſtles were 


living ? With what colour can you 


2 DP 196. -- 
B 2 aſſert, 


« by yo 
"> FE ks et IE to, eee rr 


"0 


Pb ESSE at 
r 


55 
. SE ITS * * 

FFF . OE ole 
C e FT OW 0, WTI a 

, 2 SER 70 n FEC = RE NEE 
2277 Po bn Rn VFC 
E ie 2 ö 9 7 


+ % 

_ D'. 

1 * 
—— 
—— 


* q l 
— — TAU Ars i A Ge oo 
— — ary. PH — - — 
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aſſert, that they were leſs wanted for 
theſe ends, in the ſecond and third, 
than in the apoſtolic age? With what 
| ſhadow of reaſon can you maintain, 
that (if they ever ſubſiſted at all) they 
were finally withdrawn, before Chri- 
ſtianity was eſtabliſhed by the eivil 
power? Then indeed ches ends did 
manifeſtly ceaſe; perſecution was at 
an end; and the inveterate prejudices 
which had ſo long obtained, were in 
great meaſure rooted up; another 
plain reaſon why the powers, which - 
were to balance theſe, ſhould re- 
main in the church ſo long and no 
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. Yougo on to acquaint us with 
the ellen of your performance. 

* The reader, ſay you, will find in 
Theſe ſheets, none of thoſe arts, which 
are commonly employed by dl ſputants 
to perplex a good cauſe, or to palliate a 
bad one: no ſubile refinements, June 
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conſtrudtions, or evaſive diſtindtious, 
but plain reaſoning grounded on plain 


falls, and publiſhed with an honeſt 


and diſintereſted view, to free the minds 
of men, from an inveterate impoſture. 
have ſhewn that the antient fathers, 


| by whom that deluſion was impoſed, 


were extremely credulous and ſuperſti- 
tious; poſſeſt with ſtrong prejudices, and 


ſcrupling no art or means, by which 


they might propagate the ſame. Sure- 


ly, Sir, you add the latter part of 


this paragraph, on purpoſe to confute 
the former : For juſt here you uſe 


one of the unfaireſt arts, which the 
moſt diſhoneſt dif putant can employ : 


In endeavouring to foreſtall the judg- 
ment of the reader, and to prejudice 
him againſt thoſe men, on whom he 
ought not to paſs any ſentence, be- 
fore he has heard the evidence. 
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1. In the beginning of your Ju- 
troductory diſcourſe, you declare the 
reaſons which moved you to publiſh 


it. One of theſe, you ſay, was, the 


late increaſe of popery in this king- 


dom; chiefly occaſioned, as you ſup- 


pole, 'by the confident os of 


the Romiſh emiſſaries, That there has 


been a ſucceſſion of tos? in their 
church, from the apoſtolic to the pre- 
ſent age. To obviate this plea, you 


would +/ertle ſome rule of diſcerning 


the true from the falſe ; ſo as to give 
a reaſon for admitting the miracles of 
one age, and rejecting thoſe of another. 


2. This has a pleaſing ſound, and 
is extremely well imagined, to pre- 
judice a proteſtant reader in your fa- 
vour. You then ſlide with great art 
into your ſubject. This claim of a 
miraculous power, nov peculiar to the 
church of Rome, was aſſerted in all 
Chriſtian countries till the reformation. 

Pp. 41. p. 4 b 46 _ 
: „ 


ce But then «the cheat was detected 
Nay, and men began to /u/peF, that 
the church had long been governed by 
the ſame arts. For it was eaſy to trace 
them up to the primitive church, tho 
not to fix the time when the cheat be- 
gan to ſhew, how long after the 
days of the apoſtles, the miraculous 
gifts continued m the church, How- 
_ ever it is commonly believed, that 
they continued till Chriſtianity was 
the eſtabliſhed religion. Some in- 
deed extend them to the fourth and 
fifth centuries; but hee, you ſay, 
betray the proteſtant cauſe. Vor in 
the third, fourth, and fifth, the chief 
corruptious of popery were introduced, 
or at leaft the ſeeds of them ſown. 
* By theſe I mean, monkery ; the wor- 
ſhip of reliques ; moocation of ſaints ; 
' prayers for the dead; the ſuper ſinus 
uſe of images; of the ſacraments; of 
the ſign of the croſs, and of the conſe- 

crated oil. | SO os 
. b. 46. p. 30 p. 5. f. 2. 
„ 1 „ 


| 
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3 have nothing to Jo with the 
1980 8 or fifth century. But to what 
you alledge in ſupport of this charge, 
ſo far as it relates to the third cen- 
tury, I have a few things to reply. 
And firſt, you quote not one line 
from any father of the third cen- 
tury, in favour of montery, the wor- 
Ship of reliques, the invocation of 
ſaints, or the ſuperſtitions uſe either 
: of 1 images, or conſecrated oil. How 
z this, Sir? You brought eight ac- 
cuſations at onee againſt the fathers 
of the third, as well as the follow- 
ing centuries: and as to five of the 
cight, when we call for the proof, 
you have not one word to ſay! As 
to the ſixth, you ſay*, In the ſacra- 
ment of the euchariſt, ſeveral abuſes 
were introduced. Y ou inſtance, firſt, 
in mixing the wine with water. But 
how does it appear, that this was 
any abuſe at all? Or, that lreneus 


"39+ 7 ibid, 


hl 


declared ii io have been taught as well 
as practiſed by our Saviour? The 
words you quote to prove this, do 
not prove it at all: They fimply re- 
late a matter of fact: Taling the 
bread he confeſs it to be his body, and 
the mixt cup, he affirmed it was his 
blood. You cannot be ignorant of 
this fact, that the cup uſed after the 
| paſchal ſupper, was always mixt with 
water. But Cyprian declared, this 
mixture to have been enjoined to him- 
ſelf by a drome revelation. W ge 
did, that will not prove it to be an 7 
abuſe: So that you are wide of the | 
point ſtill, You inſtance next in 
their ſending the bread to the ſick ; 
which {as well as the mixture) is 
mentioned by Juſtin Martyr. This 
fact likewiſe we allow: But you 
have not proved it to be an abuſe. 
I grant, that near an hundred years 


2 Accipiens panem, ſuum corpus efſe confitebatur ; & 
temperamentum calicis, ſuum ſanguinem confirmavit. 
„% 


; 1 . after 
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after, ſome began to have a ſuper- 
ſtitious regard for this bread. But, 
that in Tertullian's days it was car- 
ried home and locked up as a dime 
treaſure, I call upon you to prove: 
As alſo, that infant-communion was 
an abuſe; or the ſtyling it the ſacri- 
Ice of the body of Chriſt. I believe 
the offering it up for the martyrs was 
an abuſe; and that this with he 
ſuperſtitious uſe of the ſign of the 
„ croſs were, if not the earlieſt of all, 


yet as early as any which crept into 
the Chriſtian church. : | 


4. Tis certain * praying for the 
dead was common in the ſecond cen- 
zury: You might have ſaid, and in 355 
the firſt alſo; ſeeing that petition | 

Thy kingdom come, manifeſtly con- = 
cerns the ſaints in paradiſe, as well 
as thoſe upon earth. But'tis far from || - 
certain, that zhe purpoſe of this was, | 
zo procure relief and refreſhment to | 


vp. 10- p; 00. 


L 1 
the departed ſouls in ſome interme- 
diate ſlate of expiatory pains: or, 
that this was the proccal opimon of 


roſe times. 


. As to * the conſecrated oil, you 
em intirely to forget, that it was 
neither St. Jerom nor St. Chryſoſtom, 
but St. James, who ſaid, /s any ſick 
among yon? let him fend for the 
elders of the church. ,And let them 
pray over him, anomiumng him with oat, 
in the name of the Lord. And the 
prayer of fauh ſhall ſave the fick, 
and the Lord ſhall raiſe him up. 


The ſum is: You have charged 
the fathers of the. third. century . 
eight of the chief corruptions of po- 
pery: x. Monkery, 2. The worſhip 
of reliques, 3. Invocation of ſaints, 

4. The ſuperſtitious uſe of images, 

5. Of the conſecrated oil, 6. Of the 
3 7. Of the fig n of the 
croſs, 8, Praying for the dead 


4p. 63. 115 


And 


come to at laſt? Why juſt thus much: 
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And what is all this heavy charge 


Some of them, in the beginning of 
the third century, did ſuperſtiouſly 
uſe the ſign of the croſs; and others 
in the middle of that century offered 
up the euchariſt for the martyrs on 
their annual feſtivals; tho' how you 
make this, the ſuperſtitious uſe of the 
ſacraments, I know not, or how theſe 


come to be the chief corruptions of 
9 8 
Praying thus far for the dead, 


© That God would ſhortly accom- 


pliſh the number of his elect, and 


haſten his kingdom, and anoint- 


ing the ſick with oil, you will not 


eaſily prove, to be * weten 
at all. 


As to monkery, the worſhip of 
reliques, invocation of ſaints, and the 
ſuperſtitious uſe of images; you have 
not even attem pted to prove, that 

theſe 


\ | 
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theſe fathers were guilty: 80 that, 


for aught appears, you might as well 
have charged them on the apoſtles, 
Yet it is no more, you ſolemnly aſ- 
ſure us, than what faft and truth 
oblige you to ſay/ When I meet 


with any of theſe aſſurances for the 


time to come, I ſhall remember to 


ſtand upon my guard. 


6. In the following pages you are 
arguing againſt the miracles of the 
fourth and fifth century. After 


- which you add, « But i theſe muſt be 
rejected, where then are we to op? 


and to what period muſt we confine 
ourſelves? This indeed is the grand 


difficulty, and what has puzzled all 


the other doctors, who have conſidered 


the ſame queſtion before me. Sir, 


your memory is ſhort. In this very 
diſcourſe you yourſelf faid juſt the 
contrary. You told us a while a 


* that not only Dr. Marſhall, Mr. Dod. 
p. 6. 5p. 71. d p. 46. & leq. wy 
well, 


[ 30 ] 
well, and archbiſhop Tillotſon; but 
the generality of the proteſtant doctors 
were agreed, 79 what period they 
ſhould confine themſelves: believing, 
that miracles ſubſifled thro the three 
7ſt centuries, and cea, ed in the begin 


ning of the fourth. 


7. However, that none of them 
may ever be puzzled any more, you 
will ' lay down' ſome general princi- 
ples, which may lead us to a more ra- 
rtiona] ſolution of the matter, than any 
that has hitherto been offered. Here 
again I was all attention. And what 
did the mountain bring forth? What 
are theſe general principles, preceded 
by ſo folemn a declaration, and laid 
down* for thirteen pages together? 
Why, they are dwindled down into 
one, That the forged miracles of the 
fourth century taint the credit of all 
the later miracles! 1 ſhould deſire 
you to prove, that the mifacles of 
1 71—84 


— the 


e 
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the fourth century were all ls 
but that it is not material to our 
queſtion. 


8. But you endeavour to ſhew, 
it is. For that ſurpriziug anfang | 
you ſay, with which the fathers of the 


fourth age have affirmed as true what 


they themſelves had forged, or at leafs 
knew to be forged [a little more proof 
of that: ] make us ſuſpect, that ſo bold 
a defiance of truth could not become 


general at once; but muſt have been 


carried gradually to that 7 by 
cuſtom aud the example of former 
!1mes. It does not appear that it 
did become general, till long after 


the fourth century. And as this ſup- 
poſition is not ſufficiently proved, 


the inference from it is nothing 
worth. . 

9. You ſay, ſecondly, This age, in 
which Chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed, 


bad no occaſion for any miracles. 


: p. 84. s = 2:7 


They 
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forge miracles at a time when there 
was no particular temptation to it. 


Les, the greateſt temptation in the 


world, if they were ſuch men as you 
ſuppoſe. If they were men that 
would ſcruple no art or means, to in- 


large their own\credit and authority, 


they would naturally begzn to forge 
miracles at that time, when real mi- 
racles were no more. | | 


10. You fay, thirdly, The later 
fathers bad equal piety with the 
earlier, but more learning and leſs 
credulity. If theſe then be found, 


either to have forged miracles them- 


| ſelves, or propagated what they knew 
to be forged, or to have been deluded 
by the forgeries of others, it muſt ex- 
cite the ſame ſuſpicion of their prede- 
ceſſors. I anſwer, 1. It is not plain, 
that the later fathers had equal piety 
with the earlier; nor, 2. That they 


. 35. 


had 


They would not therefore begin wm” 


K 1 


1 leſs credulity. It ſeems ſome of 
them had much more; witneſs H:- 
larion's camel, and »ſmelling a de- 
vil or a {inner : ; though even he was 
not ſo quick ſcented as 8t Pachomius, 
who (as many believe to this day) 
could © ſmell an Heretic at a mile's 
diſtance.” But if 3. the earlier fathers 
were holier than the later, they were 
not only leſs likely to N others, 
but (even on Plato ſuppoſition) to 
be deluded themſelves. For they 
would have more aſſiſtance from 


God. 


46, But you ray, q ; Fearthly, the 
earlier ages of the church, were not 
purer than the later. Nay, in ſome 
| reſpects they were worſe. For there 
never was any age, in which ſo many 
rank hereſies were profeſt, or ſo many 
ſpurious books forged and publiſhed, 
under ' the names 0 or Crit and bis 


- Free Inquiry, p. 89. 'o 90. a Intro, Diſc. 
pp: 


E apoſtles: : 


ey - 
apoſtles: Several of which are cited 
by the mot eminent fathers of thoſe 
ages, as of equal authority with the 
Scriptures. And none can doubt but 
thoſe who would forge or make uſe of 
forged books, would make uſe of forged 


miracles. 


I anſwer, 1. It is allowed, that 
before the end of the third century, 
the church was greatly degenerated 
from its farſt purity. . Yet I doubt 
not, 2, But abundantly more rant 
hereſies have been publickly profeſs 
in many later ages. But they were 
not publickly proteſted againſt, and 
therefore hiſtorians did not record 
them. 3. You cannot but know, it 
has always been the judgment of 
learned men (which you are at liberty 
to refute if you are able) that the far 
greater part of thoſe ſpurious books, 
have been forged by heretics: and 
that many more were compiled by 
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weak Rl Gexalas men, from hp 


had been orally CREE down from 


the apoſtles. But, 4. There have 


been in the church — the begin- 


ning, men who had only the name 
ee And e ee 


hat. capable of pious frauds (ſo cal- 


led.) Butthis ought not tobe charged. 


upon the whole body. Add to this 5. 


what is obſerved by Mr. Dazlle. 


] impute a great part of this miſ- 
chief to thoſe men, who, before the 


invention of printing, were the tran- 


 {cribersand copiersout of manuſcripts. 
We may well preſume that theſe men 
took the ſame liberty in forging, as St. 


Jerom complains they did if oorrupt- 


ing books: eſpecially ſince this courſe 


was beneficial to them, which the 
other was not.“ Much more to the 


fame effect we have in his treatiſe 
Of the right uſe of the Fathers, 


Part I. Chap. iii. VM. B. Theſe tranſ- 


cribers were not all Chriſtians, no, 


not in name: perhaps few, if any 


* 


E of 


EN 
of them, in the firſt century. 6. 
By what evidences do you prove, 
that theſe ſpurious books are fre- 
quently cited by the moſt eminent fa- 
thers, as not only genuine, but of equal 
authority with the Scriptures them- 


| ſelves? or, laſtly, That they either 


W 


forged theſe 3oks themſelves, or 
made uſe of what they knew to be 
forged ? Theſe things alſo you are 
Not to take for granted, but to prove, 
before your e can be of 
force. 


12. We are come at laſt to your 
general concluſion, There is uo ſuf- 
ficient reaſon to believe, that any mi- 
raculous powers ſubſiſied in any age 
of the church fer: the times of the 


apoſiles. | 
But pretended mica you ſay, 
aroſe thus. As the high authority of 


the apoſtolic writings, excited ſome of 


the mot learned Chriſtians, [prove 
| 5% P- 92. 


1 that] 


0 
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that] 70 forge books under their names; - 


fo the great fame of the apotohc mi- 
racles, would naturally excite ſome of 


the moſt crafty, when the apoſtles were 


dead, to attempt ſome juggling tricks 


in imitation of them. And when theſe 


artful pretenders had maintained their 


ground thro the three firſt centuries, 


the leading clergy of the fourth un- 


derſtood their intereſt too well, to part 
with the old plea of miraculous gifts. 


Round aſſertions indeed | but 


ſurely, Sir, you do not think that 
reaſonable men will take theſe for 
proofs! You are here advancing a 


charge of the blackeſt nature. But 


where are your vouchers? Where 


are the witneſſes to ſupport it? Hi- 


therto you have not been able to 
produce one, thro' a courſe of three 


hundred years: unleſs you bring in 
thoſe heathen, of whoſe ſenſeleſs 


| ſhameleſs prejudices you have your- 
ſelf given ſo clear an account. 


„„ 


* 
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* But you deſigned to produee 
your witneſſes in the Free Inquiry, 
a year or two after the Introductory 
diſcourſe was publiſhed. So you con- 
demn them firſt, and try them af- 
terwards : you will paſs ſentence 
now, and hear that evidence by and 
by! A genuine ſpecimen of that im- 
partial regard to truth, which you 
profeſs upon all occaſions, 


13. Another inſtance of this is in 
your marginal note. The: primitive 
Chriſtians were perpetually reproagh- 
ed for their groſs credulity. They 
were: but by whom? Why, by Jews 
and heathens. Accordingly the two = 
witneſſes you produce here, are Celſus 
the Jew, and Julian the as | 
But leſt this ſhould not ſuffice, 
make them confeſs the charge. L The 
fathers, your words are, defend 1 them- 
ſelves by ſaying, that they did no more 
than the philoſo phers 400 always done: 5 


(7 


N 
_ that Py thagora S's precepts were in- 
culcated with an Ipſe dixit, and they 


found the ſame method uſeful with the 


_ vulgar. And is this their whole de- 
fence? Do the very men to whom 
you refer, Origen and Arnobius, in the 
very tracts to which you refer, give 
no other anſwer, than this argument 
ad hommem? Stand this as another 

genuine proof of Dr. Middletor's can- 
dor and impartiality | ' ' 


14. A further proof of your frank 
and open nature, and of your *con- 


renting yourſelf with the diſcharge of 


your own conſcience, by-a free de- 
claration of your real ſentiments, I 
find in the very next-page. Here 
you ſolemnly declare, Chriſtianity 


is confirmed by the evidence of ſuch 


miracles, as, of all others on record, 
are the leaſt liable to exception, and 


carry the cleareſt marks of their ſin- 
cerity. being wrought by Chrift and 


p. 40. p. 94% 


C 4 his 


. bis apoſiles, for an end ſo great, ſb 
important, as to be highly worthy the 

inter poſition of the deu: wrought by. 

mean and ſimple men, and delwered 
eye-witneſſes, whoſe charatters ex- 

clude the ſuſpicion of fraud. Sir, 

Do you believe one word of what 

you ſo ſolemnly declare? You have 
yourſelf declared the contrary. 'But 
if you do not, where ſhall we have 
you? Or how can we believe you 
another. time? How ſhall we know, 

I will not ſay, when you ſpeak truth; 

bot when you, would have us think 

| do? By what criterion. ſhall. we 
diſtinguiſh between what is ſpoken 

in your real, and what in your per- 
| ſonated character? How diſcern, 

„ when you ſpeak as Dr. Middleton, 
and when as the publick librarian? 


15. You go on. By granting the 
Romaniſis but a ſingle age of mira- 
cles afier the apoſiles we ſhall be in- 

== —_. | tangled 


. 


fangled in difficulties whence we can 
never extricate ourſelves, till we allow 
the ſame powers to the preſent. age. 
Iwill allow them however three ages 
of miracles, and let them make what; 
advantage of it they can. | 


| You proceed. If the Scriptures 


are a_compleat rule (I reject the word 
ſufficient, becauſe it is ambiguous) 
we do not want the fathers, as guides, 
ar if clear, as interpreters. As eſteem 


for them has carried many into dan- 


gerous errors; the neglect of them can 


have no ill conſequences. I anſwer, . 


1. The Scriptures are a compleat rule 
of faith and practice; and they are 
clear, in all neceſſary points. And 
yet their clearneſs does not prove, 
that they need not be explained; nor 
their compleatneſs, that they need 
not be inforced. 2. The eſteeming 
the writings of the three firſt cen- 


turies, not equally with, but next to 
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the Scriptures, never carried any man 
yet into dangerous errors, nor proba- 
bly ever will. Butit has brought many 
out of dangerous errors, and par- 


ticularly out of the errors of popery. 


3. The neglect, in your ſenſe, of the 


primitive fathers, that is, the think- 


ing they were all fools and knaves, 
has this natural conſequence (which 
1 grant is no ill one, according to 


your principles) to make all who are 
not real Chriſtians think Je/us of 
Nazareth and his apoſtles juſt as 


honeſt and wile as them. 


16. You afterwards endeavour to 
ſhew, how the church of England 


came to have ſuch an eſteem _ the 


antient fathers. There are ſeveral 


particulars 1 in this account, which are 
liable to exception. But I let them 
paſs; as they have little connexion 
with the point in queſtion; | 


17. You conclude your Introdu- 


Flory di * thus : * The 2 gn f 


. 
th | 


FF 
| whe-proſent treatiſe, is to fix the reli. 4 
gion of the Proteſtants on its proper Ul 
baſis, that is, in the ſacred Scriptures. 1 
Here again you ſpeak in your peg- 9 
ſonated character; as alſo when you I 
freely own the primitive writers, to 3 
be of uſe in atteſting and tranſmitting 14 
to us the genuine books of the holy Fcri- « 
tures / Books, for the full atteſtation —_ 
as well as ſafe tranſmiſſion whereof; = 
you have doubtleſs the deepeſt con- =_ 
cern, 


18. I cannot diſmiſs this diſcourſe, 
*withaut obſerving, That the un- 
common artfulneſs and diſingenuity, 
which glare through the whole, muſt A 
needs give diſguſt to every honeſt _ 2 
and upright heart, nor is it any cre- + 
dit at all to the cauſe you have eſpouſ- 
ed. Nay, I am perſuaded there are „ 
many in theſe kingdoms, who, tho 4 
they think as you do concerning the „ 
Chriſtian ſyſtem, yet could not en- 


2 p. 222; | * | 


dure 
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dure the thought of writing Dail 
it, in the manner that you have done: 
of combating fraud (if it were ſo) 
with fraud, and practiſing the very 
thing which . Poet to —_ 
and abhor. 


ES ks 


In your Free Inquiry fel you 
2 rop % 

I. To draw out in order all 75 prin- 
cipal ref monies, which relate io mi- 
raculous gifts, as they are found in the 
 wramgs of the fathers, from the ear-\ 
lieſt ages after the apoſiles : Whence 

_ we ſhall ſee at one view the whole evi- 
dence, bywhich they have hitherto been 


ſupported. 
III. 25 throw _ all which 
thoſe fathers. have delivered, concern- 


ing the perſons. ſaid to have been en- 
died wo thoſe gifts. 


2 Fre Inquiry, - p- 1. 


III. 75 


L451 


characters and opinions of the _— 
who artefſ roſe miracles. 


IV. To review all the ſeveral binds 


of miracles which are pretended to have 


been wrought, and to obſerve from the 


nature of each how far wey may rea- 


ſonably be ſuſpected. 


V. To refute ſome of the ſo” plau- 


file objections, which have been bither- 


70 made. 


I was in hopes you would have 


given, at leaſt in entring upon your 
main work, what you promiſed ſo 


long ago, an account of the proper 

nature and condition of thoſe miracu- 
lous powers, which are the ſubjett of 
the whole aiſpure, as they are repre- 
ſented to us in the hiſtory of the Goſpel. 
But as you do not appear to haye any 
thought, of doing it at all, you will 


„„ alen g. 
give 


III. - To aufirate the particular 
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give me leave at length to do it fot 


The original promiſe of theſe runs 
thus: *7heſe /rons ſhall. follow them 
that believe. In my name ſhall the: 
caſt out devils ; they ſhall ſpeak wit 
new tongues; they ſhall take up ſer- 
pents, and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it ſhall not hurt them. They ſhall 
lay hands on the fick, and they ſhall 
recover. YO 


A further account of them is given 
by St. Peter, on the very day where- 
on that promiſe was fullfilled. This 
is that which was ſpoken of by the pro- 
pbet Joel, And it ſhall come to paſs 
mm the laſt days, ſaid God, your ſons 
and your daughters ſhall propheſy, and 
your young men ſhall ſee viſions, and 
your old men ſhall dream dreams. 


The account given by St. Paul is 
a little fuller than this. * There are 


* Mark. xvi. 17, 18, Ads ii. 16, 17. f x Cor, 
Xil. 8—11. F | Is 


3 der- 


car 


diwerſities of gifts (x10 pdrwy, the uſual 


ſcriptural term, for the miraculous 
gifts of the holy Ghoſt) but the ſame. 
ſpirit— For to one is given the word 


of wiſdom —to. another, the. gifts of. 


healmg—To another the working of 


(other) miracles, to another propheſy, 


to another diſcernment of ſpirns: 10 


another divers kinds. o of tougues, 10 
another the interpretation of tongues., 


All theſe worketh that one and the ſelf 


| fame ſpirit, didi 1 to every man 


ſeverallyas be will. 


Hence we may Silk that the 


chief xaciopari ſpiritual gifts, con- 


ferred on the apoſtolical church, 


were 1. Caſting out devils, 2. Speak- 
ing with new tongues, 2. Eſcaping 


dangers in which otherwiſe they muſt 


have periſhed, 4. Healing the ſick; 
5. Prophet” foretelling things to 


come, 6. Viſions, 7. Divine dreams, 
and 8. Diſcerning of ſpirits. 


Some 
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gome of theſe appear to have been 


chiefly deſigned for the conviction ' 


of — and Heathens, as the caſting 


out devils, and fpeaking with new 


tongues ; ſome chiefly for the bene- 
fit of their fellow Chriſtians, as heal- 
ing the ſick, foretelling things to 


come, and thediſcernment of ſpirits ; 
and all, in order to enable thoſe who 


either wrought or ſaw them, to run 
with patience the race ſet before them, 
throuph all the ſtorms of perſecution, 
which the moſt inveterate prejudice, 


rage, and malice could raiſe gents 


them. 


1. 1 ou are, Firſt, To PIE: out 


in order all the principal teſtimonies, 
which relate to miraculous gifts, as 


they are found in the writings of the 
| fathers from the earlieſt ages after the 


apofiles. 
You begin with the apoſtolic fa- 


an that is, thoſe who T lived and 


converſed 


nll aA.« 


A colds wh the * 1 There 
are ſeveral, you ſ; 77 , of this charafter, 


whoſe writings till remain to us, St. 
Barnabas, St, Clemens, St. Ignatius, 
K. Polycarp, St. Hermas. Now if 
thoſe gifts ad ſubſiſted after the days 
of the apoſtles, theſe muſt have poſe. 
et a Pa ſhare of them. But if any 
of them had, he would have men- 
tioned it in bis writings, which not 
one of them has done. 


The argument, fully propoſed, runs 


thus: 


11 any uch gifts had fubliied i in 


them or fa their 5 ays, they muſt have 


mentioned them in their circular 
epiſtles to the churches (for ſo their pre- 


deceſſors, the apoſtles, did: but they 
did not mention any a Sin . 


therein. 


4 Your conſequence is not of 

force. As. will eaſily PRO 

by a + argument, 
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If ſuch offi had ſubſiſted in St. 
Peter, or in his days, he muſt have 
mentioned them in his circular epiſiles 
to the churches. But he does not men- 
tion any ſuch gifts therein. There- 


fore they did not ale in him or in 
8 days, 


| Your argument there fore! proves 
too much; norcan it conclude againſt 
an apoſtolic father, without conclud- 
ing againſt the apoſtle too. 


If therefore the apoſtolic fathers, 
had not mentioned any. miraculous 
gifts, in their circular epiſtles to the 
churches, you could not have inferred 
that they poſſeſt none: Since neither 
does he mention them i in his circu- 


lar epiſtles, whom you allow to have 
poſſeſt them. 


Of all the apoſtles you can pro- 
duce but one, St. Paul, who makes 
mention of theſe gifts. And that, 
not in his circular epiſtles to the 
_ churches, 


ä 
A 


ENS] 
| churches. For 1 er not chat he 
wrote any ſuch. 


2. All this time 1 have deen ur⸗ 
guing on your own ſuppoſitions, 
That theſe five apoſtolic fathers, all 
vote circular epiſtles to the chirthit, 
and yet never mentioned theſe gifts 
therein. But neither of theſe ſuppo- 
ſitions is true. For 1. Hermas wrote 
no epiſtle at all: 2. Although the reſt 
wrote epiſtles to particular churches, 
(Clemens to the Corinibians, Ignatius 
to the Romans &c.) yet not one of 
them wrote any circular epiſile 70 the 
churches, like thoſe of St. James and 
St. Peter (unleſs we allow that to be 
a genuine epiſtle, which bears the 
name of St, Baraahas.) z. You own, ö | 
they all ®/peak of ſprritual gifts, as 1 
abounding among the Chriſtians of that 4 
gage. But aſſert, Theſe cannot mean — 
. i any thing more, than faith, hope, and +. 
charity. | You alſert—But the proof, i 
; | v hi. 


. HT, | D 2 sir; : 
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oy: Et 
Sir; I want the proof. Though 1. 
am but one of the vulgar, yet I am 
not half ſo creauluus as you appre- 
hend the farſt Chriſtians to have been. 
Igſe dixi will not ſatisfy me; I want 
plain, clear, logical proof; eſpecial- 


ly, when I conſider, bow much you 
build upon this; that it is the main 
foundation whereon your hypotheſis 
ſtands. You yourſelf muſt allow, 
that in ibe epiſiles of St. Paul, rveu- 
r Naciouata ſpiritual gifts, does 
always mean more than faith, hope, 
and charity ; that it conſtantly means 
miraculous gifis, How then do you 
prove, That in the epiſtles of St. Ipna- 
tius, it means quite another thing? 
Not miraculous gifts, but only he 
ordinary gifts and graces of the Goſpel? 
I thought he reader was to find no 
evaſive diſtinftions in the following 
ſheets. * Prove then that this diſtin- 
ction is not evaſive : That the ſame 


, 3 Preface, p. 31. 


words 


we 


„ 
words mean E different 
things. Till this is clear 


the ordmary graces of the Goſpel, but 


the n gifts of the Holy 


Ghoſt. 


( 


„n aim indeed at a proof, | 


which would be home to the point, 


if you were but able to make it out. 
 *Theſe fathers themſelves feent to dife 


claim all gifts of a mare extraordinary 


kind. Thus Polycarp, in his epiſtle to 
_ the Philippians, ſays, © neither I, nor 


any other ſuch as I am, can come 


to the wiſdom of the bleſſed Paul”. 
Aud in the ſame epiſile be declares, 
lt was not granted to him to Practiſe 
that, Be ye angry and ſin not. Fi. 


Ienatins alſo, 1 m his epifile to the Ephe- 


p. 7. 


3 as 


8 


y and ſolid- 
ly done, reaſonable men muſt believe 
| that ia and the like expreſſions mean 
the ſame thing in the writings of the 
apoſtolical fathers, as they do in the 
writings of the apoſtles ; namely, not 


1 
6 ſans, ſays, © ' Theſe things I preſeribe 
to you, not as if I were ſome oy ex- 
traordinary. For though I am bound 
for his name, I am not het perfect in 
Chriſt Jeſus. I think verily, theſe ex- 
traordinary proofs may ſtand with- 
out any reply. 


4. Yet you courteouſſy add, 1 It 
13 the paſſages refer d to above, or 

any other, u ſhould appear probable 
10 any, that they were favour d on 
ſome occaſions, with ſome extraordinary 
illuminations, viſions, or drome impreſ- 
frons : ¶ ſhall not diſpute that point, 
but remind them only, that theſe gifts 
were granted for their particular com- 
fort, and do not therefore in any man- 
ner affect or relate to the queſtion nov 
before us. 


I aſk nardow, Sir. Theſe do fo 
deeply affect, ſo nearly relate to the 
queſtion. now before us, even as ſtat- 


p. 8. 2 p. 10. 


ed 


L 5s J 


| edby* yourſelf, that in allowing theſe, 
you give up the ſubſtance of the que- 


ſtion. Lou yourſelf have declared, 


That one great end of the etraordi- 


nary gifts confer d on the apoſtles, 
was, 7o enable them to bear up againſt 
the ſhocks of popular rage and perſecu- 
tion. Now were not extraordinary 
illuminations, viſrons, and impreſſious, 

if given at all, given for this very end ? 


For their particular comfort, as you 


now word it? Therefore in wo 
theſe to the apoſtolic fathers, 

allow extraordinary gifts which had 
been formerly granted to the apoſtles, 


to have /ubſefted in the — after 
the days of the apoſtles, and for the 


ſame end as they did before. 


Therefore the apoſtolic writers 


have not left us in the dark, with re- 


gard to our preſent argument. And 


conſequently your triumph comes too 
ſoon : * Here then we have an mierval 


*Y Preface. p. 28. 8 
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tw 
of half a century, in which we have 
the frongeſt reaſon to preſume, hat the 
extraordinary giſis of the apoſtolic 
ave were withdrawn. ' No; not if all 
the apoſtolic fathers ſpeak of ſpirnual 
gafts, as abounding among the Chri- 
fttans of that age : Not if extraord:- 
nary illuminations, viſions, and drone 
ampreſſuons fill ſubſi ted among tbem. 
For as to your now putting in, as 
_ exerted openly in the church for the 
condiction of unbehevers, I muſt de- 
fire you, to put it out again; it comes 
a great deal too late. The queſtion 
between you and me was ſtated with- 
out it, above an hundred pages ſince. 
Although if it be admitted it will do 
you no ſervice: Seeing your propo- 
fition is overthrown, if there were 
miraculous gifts after the days of the 
apoſtles, whether they were openly 
exerted for the convielt ion of unbelievers 
or not. 


„ in lads ſurpeiled, that 


you ſhould take your leave of the 
apoſto- 


1 


apoſtolic fathers ſo ſoon. But upon 
looking forward, my ſurprize was at 
an end: I found you was not guilty 
of any deſign to ſpare them: But on- 
ly delay'd your remarks till the reader 
ſhould be prepared, for what might 
have ſhock'd him, had it flood in 
its proper place. ie Wy 
I do not find indeed, that you 
make any objection, to any part of 
the epiſtles of Ignatius No nor of 
the catholic epiſtle, as it is called, 
which is inſcribed with the name of 
Barnabas. This clearly convinces 
me, you have not read it; I am apt 
t think, not one page of it: Seeing, 
if you had, you would never have let 
ſlip ſuch an opportunity of expoſing 
one that was called an apoſtolic 
— 75 ; 
7. But it would have been ſtrange 
if you had not ſomewhere brought 
in the famous Phcenix of Clemens Ro- 
manus. And yet you are very mer- 


cifull 


. 


"WS 
cifull upon the head, barely remark- 
ing concerning it, That * he alledged 
the ridiculous flory of the Phoenix, as 
a type and proof of the reſurrection. 
Whether all the heathen writers treat 
it as nothing elſe but a mere fable, I 
know not. But that it is ſo is cer- 
tain; and conſequently the argument 
drawn from it is weak and inconclu - 
five. Yet it will not hence follow, 
either that Clemens wasa wicked man, 
or that he had none of the extraor- 
dinary gifts of the Spirit. 192 


8. There is no real blemiſh to be 
found, in the whole character of St. 
Polycarp. But there is one circum- 
tance left upon record concerning 
him, which has the appearance of 
weakneſs. And with this you do not 
fail to acquaint your reader, at a 
convenient ſeaſon; namely, that in 


the moſs antient diſpute, concerning the 


time of holding Eafter, St. Polycarp 
7 P. ; 5. IE = 4 p. 60. 


and 


191 


and Anicetus ſeverally  alledged 
apoſtolic tradition for their different 


praftice. And tis not improbable, 
that both alledged what was true; 
that in a point of ſo little impor- 
| tance, the apoſtles varied themſelves; 
' ſome of them obſerving it on the 
fourteenth day of the moon, and 
others not. But be this as it may, 
it can be no proof, either that Poly- 
carp was not an holy man, or that 
he was not favoured with the extra- 
ordinary, as well as only a" of 
the ſpirit. 


9. With regard to the narrative f 
bis martyrdom, you affirm, It is one 
of the moſt anthentick pieces in all 
primitive antiquity. I will not vouch 
for its authenticity: nor therefore 


for the ſtory of the dove, the flame 


forming an arch, the fragrant ſmell, 
or the revelation to Pionius. But 
your attempt to account for theſe 


p. 124. 
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things, is truly curious. You fay, 


An arch of flame round his body, is 


an appearance which might eaſily hap- 


pen, from the common effetts of wind. 


And the dove ſaid to fly out of him, 
might be conveyed into the wood which 


was prepared to conſume him. How 
much more naturally may we ac- 


count for both, by ſuppoſing the 


"whole to be a modern fiction, wrote 


on occaſion of that account men- 
tioned by Euſebius, but loſt many 
ages *:; But whatever be thought 
of this account of his death, neither 
does this affect the queſtion; Whe- 
ther during his life he was endued 


with the miraculous gifts of the my 
Ghoſt. 


10. There i is one 0. thoſe A 


you ſtyle apoſtolic fathers yet be- 
hind, of whom you talk full as fami- 


liarly as of the reſt. I mean, Hermas - 


To whom, you ſay, * ſome impute the 


8 P · 229. | : 5 P · 37» 
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hank 0 f forging the Si bylline books, 
It would not have been amis, if you 
had told us, which of the antients, 
whether Chriſtian, Jew, or Heathen, 
ever accuſed him of this. If none 
ever did, ſome will be apt to think, 
tis giving a perſon but hard m a 
to bring an accuſation againſt him „ 
vhich never was heard of, till ſixteen ' 
hundred years after his death, 


But I can the more eaſily excuſe 
you, becauſe he is a perſon whom 
8 you are wholly unacquainted with. 
Though tis much, curioſity did not 
lead you, when you had archbiſhop 2. 
Wake's tranſlation in your hand, to 9 
read over if it were but half a dozen 7 
pages of his famous Shepherd. But 

charity obliges me to believe you 
never did. Otherwiſe I cannot con- 
ceive you would ſo peremptorily 
affirm, of him and the reſt together, 
There rs not the leaſt claim or pres 
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_ Tenſion, 


— 


fenſt ion, in all their ſeveral pieces, 10 
any of thoſe extraordinary gifts, which 
are the ſubjject of this inquiry. I am 
amazed! Sir, have you never a friend 
in the world? If you was yourſelf 
ignorant of the whole affair, would 

no one inform you, that all the three 
books of Hermas, from the firſt page , 
to the laſt, are nothing elſe than a 
recital of his extraordinary gifts, his 
viſions, propheſies, and revelations? 


Can you expect after this, that 
any man in his ſenſes, ſhould take 
your word for any thing under 
heaven? That any one ſhould credit 
any thing which you affirm ? Or be-' 
lieve you any farther than he can ſee 
you? Jeſus whom you perſecute can 
forgive you this. But how can you 
rien yourſelf? One would think, 
you ſhould be crying out, day and 
night, The Shepherd of Her mas 
will not let me ſleep ? 


11, You 


[631 


11. Vou proceed to the teſtimony 


of * Juſtin Martyr, who wrote about 


fifty years after the apoſtles. He ſays 


(I tranſlate his words literally) There 
are prophetic gifts among us even un- 


till now. You may ſee with us, both 
women and men, having gifts from 
the ſpirit of God, He particularly 


in 4 on that of caſting out devils, 


as what ever) one might fees with hes 


 0wn eyes, 


» Irenens, who wrote ſomewhat 
later, affirms, That all who were truly 
diſciples of Teſus, wrought miracles 111 
his name : ſome caft out devils ; others 

had viſious or the knowledge of future 
events; others healed the fick—* Aud 
as to raiſmg the dead, he declares it 10 


have been "frequently performed, on 
neceſſary occaſions, by great faſtmg, 


and the joint ſupplication of the church. 
And we hear many, ſays he, ſpeaking 
with all kind of tongues, and expotind- 
ing the myſteries of God. 


p. 10. „„ * p. 12. 


. | Theophi- 


S >.) 


EMI 
25 » Theophilus, biſhop of Antioch, 
who lived in the ſame age, ſpeaks of 


caſting out devils as then common 
in the church. 


2 Tertullian, who fouriſhed to- 
ward the end of the ſecond century, 


challenges the heathen magiſtrates, 10 


call before theer tribunals, any per- 
fon poſſeſs with à devil. And 7 the 
evil ſpirit when commanded by any 
Chriſtian, aid not confefs himſelf to 
be a devil, who elſewhere called him- 
elf a God, they ſhould take the hfe of 
that Chrz an. 5 


* Minutius Felix, ſuppoſed zo have 
be beginning of the third 


wrote in. 7 


Century, 1 himſelf to bis hea- 
then friend, ſays, © The greateſt part 
of you know, what confeſſions the 
Demons make concerning themſelves, 


when we expell them out the bodies of 


9? 


7-12. *o.,  * mah. 


13. Origen, 
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13. »Orige „ ſumething younger 
than Minutius declares, That there 
remained flill the mani 75 indications 
of the Holy Spiri. © 
ans, ſays he, caſt out devils, perform 


mauy cures, ' faretell things to come 


And many have been converted to 


Chriſtianity by viſions. I have ſeen 


many examples of this fort.” © 


In another place he ſays, ce * 
of the Holy Ghoſt were ſhewn, at the 


beginning of the teaching of Jeſus : 
(not as you tranſlate it, mzracles be- 


gan with the e, g of Feſus : 


that 1s quite a 


afterwards fewer. However even 


now there are fill ſome remains of 


them with a few, whoſe ſouls are 
cleanſed by the word, and a life con- 
formable 10 it.“ Again, © Some, 


lays he, heal the fick. 1 myſelf have 


ſeen many fo healed, of 1005 of ſenſes, 
. E 15. 1110 
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r the Chriſii- 


ifferent thing :) more 
were [hewn after his aſcenſion, but 


madneſs 


madneſs and 3 other evils, 
vuphich neither men nor devils could 
cure. And this is done, not by magi- 
cal arts, but by prayer, and certain 
Plain adjurations, ſuch as any common 
Chriftian'may uſe : for generally com- 
mom men do things of this lind. 


14. Cyprian, who wrote about the 
middle of the third century, ſays, 
« Beſide the vi ions of the night, even 
in the day time, innoceut children 
among us are filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and in extaſies ſee and hear 
and ſpeak thoſe things, by which 
God is pleaſed to admoniſh and in- 

frat us. Elſewhere he particularly 
mentions the caſting out devils: 
« JP hich, ſays he, either depart i im- 
medtately, or by degrees, according io 
zhe fanh of the patient, or the grace 
of him that works the cure. 
Arnobius, who z5 ſuppoſed 10 have 
wrote in the year of Chriſt 303, tells 


* 16. > ibid. <P. 17. Ap. 18. 
5 u,, 
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ut, Cbrift appears even now to men 


unpollutead, and eminently holy who 
love him . hoſe very name puis 
evil ſpiriis to flight; ſirikes their pro- 


phets dumb, 5 the ſootihſayers 


of the power of anſwering, and fruſ- 


rates the aftts o f arro bath magi- 
_ erans.” 


Lacta ntius, i” wrote about the 


7 time, ſpeaking of. evil ſpirits ſays, 
Being adjured by Chriſtians, they 


retire out of the bodies of men — con- 
feſs themſelves to be Demons, and tell 


their names, even: the ſame which are 


adored 1 in the temples.” 


8 Theſe, you ſay, are oh prin- 
cipal teſtimonies which aſſert mira- 
culous gifts, through the three firſt 
centuries : which might- be ſupported 
by many. more of- ry fame bind, from 


the fame as well as different writers. 


ut none will ſeruple to riſt the 


Jate * the cauſe hon theſe. Thus 


p "Þ 29 
= Oo "far 


FS 
11 } 
© .4 
F Pl 
T3: 
ſ* 
: 
4 
& 
$3 
\ 1 
kt 
"WE 
= 
2 F. 
1 
a 7 
ö 4p 
1 
* 
| +2 
WR 
F I. 


168 ] 
far I do not ſcruple it. I do not 
doubt but the teſtimonies of theſe 
> nine witneſſes, added to the evi- 
dence of the apoſtolic Fathers, will 
ſatisfy every impartial man, with re- 
gard to the point in queſtion. Yet 
] ſee no caule, if there are nine wit- 
neſſes more, to give up their evi- 
dence: ſeeing you may poſlibly 
raiſe objections againſt theſe, which 
the others are unconcerned in. 


If then you ſhould invalidate 
what I have to reply, in behalf of 
the witneſſes now produced, you will 
have done but half your work: I 
ſhall afterwards require a fair hear- 
ins for the others allo. — 


16. *You cloſe this head with re- 
marking, 1. That the ſilence of all 
the apoſtolic writers on the ſubject of 
; 7heſe gifts, muſt diſpoſe us to 8 
' they were then withdrawn. O Sir, 
Me. mention a this no more. I intreat you, 


n 13 
1 never 
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= 
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never name their filence again. 
They ſpeak loud enough to ſhame 


you as long as you live, You can- 


not therefore talk with any grace, of 


the pretended revival of them, after 
a ceſſation of forty or fifty years: or 


draw concluſions from that which 


never Was. | 


Your ſecond remark. is perfectly 


new: I dare ſay, none ever obſerved : 


before yourſelf, that this particular 


circumſtance of the primitive Chriſti- 


ans, carried with it an air of im- 


poſture, namely, their challenging 
all the world to come and ſce, 


the miracles which they wrought! 


To compleat the argument you 


ſhould have added: And heir ftak- 


ing their lives upon the performance 


of them, | 


17. I doubt, you have not got o one 
ſtep forward yet. You have indeed 


advanced many bold aſſertions : But 


hp. 21. 


2 Cc 


AE you 
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you have not fairly proved one ſin- 


gle concluſion, e e to the 
point in hand. 


But a natural effect of your lively 


imagination is, that from this time 


you argue more and more weakly ; 
inaſmuch as the farther you go, the 
more things you imagine (and only 
imagine) yourſelf to have proved. 


Conſequently as you gather up more 


miſtakes, every ſtep you take, every 
page is more precarious than the 
former, 1 


II. 1. The (56nd thing you pro- 


poſed was, To throw zogether all which 


thoſe fathers have delivered, concern- 

ing the perſons ſaid to have been en- 

. dued with the Ar gifts of 
the Spirit, 


Now whenever we think or ſpeak 


with reverence, fay you, of 0077 pri- 

mitide times, it is always with regard 

to theſe very fathers, whoſe teſtimo- 
p. 21. 

| nies 


—— 


En 
nies I hs been collecting. Aud they 
were indeed the chief perſons and 

champions of the Chriſtian cauſe, the 
paſtons, biſhops, and martyrs of the 
primitius church: namely, Juſtin 
 Mariyr, Irenæus, Theophilus, Tertul- 
lan Minutius Fob, Origen, Cy- 
prian, Arnobius, Lactantius. Sir, you 
ſtumble at the threſhold. A com- 
mon dictionary may inform you, 
that theſe were not all, either paſtors, 


biſhops, or martyrs. 


2. Lou go on as you ſet out. 
Tet none of theſe have any where af 
farmed, that they themſelves were in- 
dued with any power of working mi- 
racles. You ſhould ſay, With any 
of thoſe extraordinary 2 promiſed 
by our Lord, and conferred on his 
apartles. 


No! Have none of theſe any where 
off rmed, that they themſelves were 
indued with any 5 gifts? 


„ LE 
E 4 What 


1721 
What think you of the very firſt of 


them? Jun Martyr? Either you 
are quite miſtaken, in the account 


you give of him elfe where, or he 


affirmed this of himſelf over and 
over. And as to begs you wall, 
by and by, ſpend ' ſeveral pages to- 
_ gether, on the extraordinary gifts he 
affirmed himſelf to be indued with. 


But ſuppoſe they had not any 
where affirmed this of themſelves, 
What would you infer therefrom ? 
That they were not indued with any 
extraordinary gifts? Then by the 
very ſame method of arguing, you 
might prove that neither St. Peter, 
nor James, nor John, were indued 
with any ſuch. For neither do they 
any where affirm this of themſelves, 
in any of the writings which they 
have left behind them. 


3. Your argument concerning the 
_ fathers, is juſt as concluſive 


4 


* p. 27,30. p. 101. 2 
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as this. For if you ſay, The wri⸗ 


ters following the apoſtolic fathers, 


do not affirm them to have had any 
miraculous gifts; therefore they had 


none:“ by a. parity of reaſon, you 


muſt fay, « The writers following | 


the tlic. do not athrm them to 
have had any miraculous gifts; there 


fore the apoſtles had none. 


4. Your next argument againſt the 
exiſtence of thoſe gifts is, That 
the fathers do not tell us the names 


of them which had them.“ This is 


not altogether true. The names of 
Juſtin Martyr and Cyprian are pret- 
ty well known: as is, among the 


learned, that of Dianyſ us biſhop of 


1 But what if they Lid 


not? Suppoſing miraculous powers 
were openly exerted in the church: 
and that not only they themſelves, 
but every one el/e might ſee this when- 
ever 2 Pleaſed: if any heathen 


5p. 106, 212. 
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might come and ſee, whenever he 
pleaſed, what could a reaſonable 

man defire more? What did it ſig- 
nify to him, to know the names of 
thoſe, whom = heard propheſy- 
ing, or ſaw working miracles? Tho' 

without doubt, whoever ſaw the mi- 
racles wrought, might eaſily learn 
the names of thoſe that wrought 
them: which nevertheleſs the Chriſti- 
ans had. no need to publiſh abroad, 
to expoſe them ſo much the more, 
to the rage and malice of their per- 
&cutors, 


. Your third argument is, Ie 
Chriſtian workers of miracles were al- 

. ways charged with impoſture by their 
adverſaries. Lucian tells us, When- 
ever any crafty juggler went to the 
Chriſtians, he grew rich immediately.” 
Aud Celſus repreſents the Chriſtian 


wonder-workers, as mere vagabonds 


| 3. | n P. 23. | 15, A 
5 5 . Cc 
and 
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„ 
and common cheats, who rambled an 
bout 10 farrs and mar lets. a; 


And is it any wonder, That either. 
a Jew or a Heathen ſhould repreſent 
them thus ? Sir, I do not blame you 
here for not believing the Chriſtian 
ſyſtem, but for e ſo groſs a 
partiality: For gleaning up every 
ſcrap of heathen ſcandal, and palm- 
ing it upon us as unqueſtiooable « evi- 
dence; and for not tranſlating even 
theſe miſerable fragments, with any 
accuracy or faithfulneſs. Inſtead of 
giving us the text, bad as it is, you 
commonly ſubſtitute a paraphraſe yet 
worſe. And this the unlearned rea- 
der naturally ſuppoſes, to be a faith- 
full tranſlation. It is no credit ta 
your cauſe, if it needs ſuch ſupports. 
And this is no credit to you, if i it 
does not. 


J0o that of P wad Celſus, 
add the evidence of Cæcilius . 
calls, ſay you cheſe workers of miracles, 
a luke 


. 5 1 os * 2 
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4 lurking nation, ſhunning the lioht- 


Then they were ſtrangely altered all 


on a ſudden, For you told us, 
That juſt before they were proving 


| themſelves cheats by a widely diffe- 


rent method; by calling out both upon 


magiſtrates and people, and challeng- 


mg all the world z0 come and ſee what 


they ard. / 


I was not aware, that you had yet 
begun To throw together all which the 
2 2 have delrvered, concerning the 


perſons ſaid to have beer madued wy 


thoſe extraordinary gifts. And, 
ſeems, you have made an end of i it F 


And accordingly you proceed to ſum 


up the evidence, to ob/erve upon the 


whole, * From theſe characters of the 


primitive wonder- workers, as groen 
Soth by friends and enemies, we may 


fairly conclude that the gifis of thoſe 


ages were generally engroſſed by private 
Chriſtians, who travelled about from 


© p. 2% . 24: 


city 


| „ 
* cityto city, 10 afſift the ordinary preach- 
ers, in the conver/1on of Pagans, by the 
extraordinary miracles they pretended 


ro perform. 


Characters. given bovk by friends nd 
enemies / Pray, Sir, what Friends have 
you cited for this character? Or what 

enemies, except only Celſus the Jew? 2 
(And you are a miſerable interpreter _” 
for him.) So from the ſingle teſti- 
mony of ſuch a witneſs, you lay it 
down as an oracular truth, That all 
the miracle-workers of the three firſt 


| ages, were mere vagabonds and com- 

; mon cheats, rambling about from city 
to city, to aſſiſt in converting heathens, 

: by tricks and impoſture! And this you 

E ingenuouſly call, Throwing together 

K all which the 2 have deliuered 

1 concerning them / 

y 


9. But to compleat all, Here a- 
. gain, ſay you, we ſee a 2 1ſpenſation = 


2 wid. 
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of things afcribed to G OL D, quite dif- 
ferent from that which we oe with 
in the New Teſtament. Me fee a 40 
penſation / Where ? Not in the pri- 
mitive church. Not in the writings 
of one ſingle Chriſtian: Not of one 
Heathen ; and only of one Jew-w: 
For poor Celſus had not a ſecond; 
though he multiplies under your 
forming hand, into a cloud of wit- 
neſſes.) He alone aſcribes this to 
the antient Chriſtians, which you in 
their name aſcribe to God. With the 
ſame regard to truth you go on. In 
thoſe days the power of working mi- 
racles 500 ſhould ſay, "The. ex- 
rraordinary gifts) was committed 10 
none but thoſe who preſided in the 
church of Chriſt. "Ti dixit, for that. 
But I cannot take your word: eſpe- 
cially when the apoſtles and evange- 
liſts ſay otherwiſe. But upon the 
pretended revival of thoſe powers — 
Sir, we do not pretend the revibul of 
them; {ceing we hall believe they 


never 


at Carthage, 


ene wel, it Cyprian was nei- 


[79] 


never were Abe till you can 


prove the contrary—— Me find the 


adminſtration of them commuted, not 


to thoſe - who had the 3 of 

the church; not to the biſhops, the 
martyrs, or the principal. 2 
of the Chriſtian cauſe, but to boys, 10 

women, and, above all, to private 


and obſcare laymen: Not only of an 


inferior, but feet 18 os a hap 


chara6l er. 


Ay, Se n talk in your ſleep. 


You could never talk thus, if you 


had your eyes open and your under- 


ſtanding about you. ie find the 


adminiftratien of them commuted, nut 
to thoſe who had the government of. the 

church. — No I rake! Cyprian 
had had the governme nt of the church 
and Oionꝑſius at Hexan- 
aria / Not to the biſhops. Who were 
theſe then, that were e laſt? 
Biſhops or no biſhops? Noz 10 ibe 


ther 
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cher biſhop nor martyr, I hope yo 
will allow Juſtin's claim Mot to the 


principal champions of the Chriſtian 
cauſe. And yet you told us not three 
pages ſince, that theſe very fathers 


were the chief champions of the Chri- 


flien cauſe in thoſe days? But to boys, 
and to women, I anſwer, This is 
that which was ſpoken of by the pro- 
pbet Joel, It ſhall come to paſs, that 
I will pour out my Spirit, ſaith the 
Lord, and your ſons and your daugh- 
ters ſhall propheſy : A circumſtance 
which turns this argument full againft 
you, till you openly avow you do not 
believe thoſe prophecies. And above 
all to private and obſcure laymen, not 
only of an inferior, but ſometimes of 
à bad charatter. I anſwer, 1. You 
cite only one ante- nicene writer, to 


prove them committed to private and 


obſcure laymen. And he ſays this and 
no more, generally ꝶ private men do 


1 & bnivas Ire 13 vodrer wgdrlvoi, Origen. Cont. 
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1 
things of this kind. By what rule of 
grammar you conſtrue idr. private 
and obſeme laymen, 1 know not. 
2. To prove theſe were ſometimes 
men of a bad charafter, you quote 
alſo but one ante-nicene father. (For 
I preſume you will not aſſert the ge- 
nuineneſs of the (ſo called) apoſtolical 
conſtitutions. And that one is, in 
effect, none at all. It is Tertullian, 
who in his Preſcription againſt heretics, 
ſays, T They will add many things of 
the authority (or beg Jof every bere- 
tical teacher : That they raiſed the 
dead, healed the fick, foretold things to 
came. They will add — But did 
Tertullian believe them ? There is no 
ſhadow of reaſon to think he did. 
And if not, what is all this to the pur- 
poſe? No more than the tales of lat- 
ter ages which you add, concerning 
the miractes wrought by bones and 
religues. . 


I Adjicient multa de autoritate cujuſque doQtoris hers 
tiei, illos mortuos ſuſcitaſſe, debiles reformaſle, &c. 
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77 n te you add, are T7 ; 
Bide as to give juſt reaſon to fi pet, 
that there was ſome original fraud m 
zhe caſe, and that thoſe ſtrolling W04- 
aer-workers, by a dexterity of jug- 
gling, impoſed upon the pions fathers, 
whoſe ſtrong prejudices and ardent zeal 
for the intereſt of Chriſtianity, would 
d; poſethem to embrace, without exa- 
mination, whatever ſeem d to promote 
fo good a cauſe. You now ſpeak to- 
lerably plain, and would be much 
diſappointed if thoſe, who have no 
firong prejudices for Chriſtianity, did 
not apply what you ſay of theſe fro/- 
ling wonder-workers to the apoſtles, 
as well as their ſucceſſors. k 


A very ſhort anſwer will ſuffice. 
Theſe things are ſo ſtrange. They are 
more ſtrange than true. You have 
not proved one jot or tittle of them 
yet. Therefore the N you 


. 26 - - | 
+ draw 


1 


bs 


draw mult fall to the ground, till you 
find them ſome better ſupport. = 


= Nay, but 'i is certain and no- 


Zortous, you lay, that this was really 


the caſe in ſome mſtances : That is, 


| That rolling, jug gling wonder-work- 
ers impoſed upon the pions fathers, 


Sir, I muſt come in again with m 
cuckoo's note, The proof? Where is 
the proof ? Till this is produced * 
cannot allow that zhis is certain and 
notorious, even in one individual in- 
ſtance. 


1 3. Let us now ſtand Rill and ob- 


ſerve, what it is you have made out, 


under this ſecond head. What you 
propoſed was, 7o throw tog hes. all 
which the primitive fathers had de- 


lwwered, concerning the perſons ſaid to 
be then endued with the extraordinary 
gifts of the Spirit. And how have 
you executed what you propoſed? 


' p. 26. | | 
I You 
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You have thrown together a quota- 
tion from a Jew, two from Heathens, 
three quarters of a line from Origen, 
and three lines from Tertullian (no- 
thing at all, it is true, to the point 
in queſtion, But that you could not 


help.) 


And ths. it ſcems, i is *all You 
3 been able to draw, from any 99 
the primitive writers, concerning the 
perſous who were . with the 
- extraordinary * of rhe Holy 
Gt, 


Permit me, Sir, to apply to you, 
what was ſpoken on another occa- 
fion. Sir, abe well is deep, and thou 
bai nothing to draw: Neither ſuf- 
ficient ſkill, nor induſtry and appli- 


cation. Beſides, you are reſolved to 

draw out of the well, what was never 1 
in it, and muſt of courſe loſe all your 

| te 
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1 . Lou are, Thirdly, 10 ſhew 


the particular characters and opinions 


of thoſe fathers who aneft theſe gifts. 


Suffer me to remind you, that you 
mentioned nine of theſe, Juſtin, [re- 


neus, Theophilus, Tertullian, Minu- 


tius Felix, Origen, Cyprian, Arnobins, 
and Lactantius. You are therefore 


now to ſhew, what were the parti- 
cular characters and opinions of theſe 


fathers, _ | 

Indeed, I ſhould think, their opi- 
nions had {mall relation to the que- 

ſtion. But fince you think other- 

wiſe, I am prepared to hear you. 


Lou premiſe, That an unexception- 
able witneſs muſt have both judg- 
ment and honefty : And then paſ- 
ing over the apoſtolic fathers (as ſup- 
poſing them on your fide) endeavour 
to ſhew, that thefe other fathers had 
neither, 0 | | 
p. 26. 
1 . vol 


1 

2. You begin with * Jaſtin Mar- 
tyr, who, you 1 frequently aſfirmt, 
that the miraculous gift of expounding = 

the holy Scriptures, or the myſteries 
of God, was granted to himſelf, by the 
ſpecial grace of God. Upon which 
L obſerve, 1. It is not yet agreed 
among learned men, that declaring 
the myſteries of God, is the ſame 
thing with expounding the holy Fcrip- 
tures. 2. It is not clear, that Jun 
does afhrm, his being endued either 
with one or the other. At leaſt, not 
from the paſſages which you cite. 
The firſt, literally tranſlated, runs 
thus: He bath revealed to us what- 
 feever things we have underſtood by 
bis grace from the Scriptures alſo: the 
other, f I have not any ſuch power; 
but God has given me the grace 


p. 27. | HAY 
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70 den his Scriptures. Now, 
Sir, by which of theſe does it ap- 
pear, that Juſtin affirms he had the 
miraculous gift of expounding, the 
Kt 


However you will affirm it, 
were it only to have the pleaſure of 

confuting it. In order to which you 
recite three paſſages from his writ- 
ings, wherein he interprets Scripture 
weakly enough: and then add (af 
ter a ſtrained compliment to Dr. 
Grabe, and a mangled tranſlation of 
one of his remarks) His works are but 


luile elſe than a wretched collection of 
 enterpretatuons of the ſame kind. Tet 
this pious father inſiſts, that they were 


all ſuggeſied to him from heaven. 


No; neither one nor the other. 


Neither do interpretations of Scrip- 
ture (good or bad) make up the tenth 
part of his writings: nor does he 


inſiſt, that all thoſe which a are found 


* p. 30. 
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therein, were ſuggeſied to him from 
heaven. This does not follow from 
any paſſage you have cited yet: nor 
from his ſaying in a particular caſe, 
Do you think I could have underſtood 
theſe things in the Scriptures, if had 


not by the will of God recerved the 
grace to underſiand them? 


4. However, now you clap your 
wings. bot cred: tt ſay you, can 
be due to this father, in the report of 
other peoples gafts, who was\fo grofly 
decerved, or willing at leaſt to decerve 
_ others, in this confident atteſtation of 
his own? The anſwer is plain and 
obvious. *Tis not clear, that he at- 
teſts his own at all. Conſequently, 
as yet his credit 1 is unblemithed. 


ut be did not underſtand He- : 
brew, and gave a wrong derivation 


of the Hebrew word, Satan.” Allow- 
ing this, That he was no . ety- 


p. 3e. 


mologiſt, 


mologiſt, his crodis as a witneſs may 
be as good as ever. 


But to blaſt his credit for ever, 
ä * will now reckon up all the he- 
reſies which he held. And firſt, 
He* believed the dottrine of the Mul. 
lennium; or, That all the ſaints 
ſhould be raiſed in the fleſh, and reign 
with Chrift, in the enjoyment of all 
ſenſual pleaſures, for a rhouſand years 
before he general reſurreftion.” Theſe 
you mark as tho? they were Juſtin's 
words, I take knowledge you hold, 


no- faith is to be kept with heretics: 4 


and that all means are fair which 
eonduce to ſo good an end, as driv- 


ing the Chriſtian hereſy out cf the 
world, 


Tis by this principle Fe that 1 
can aceount for your adding, Which 


goctrine [that of their W's all 


ſenſyal pleaſures] he deguces from 
the teſtimony of the prophets; and of 


* 


K. 
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K. John the apoſtle : and was fol- 
lowed in it by the fathers of the ſe- 
cond and third centuries. 


The doctrine (as you very well 
know) which Juſtin deduced from 
the prophets and the apoſile, and in 
which he was undoubtedly followed 
by the fathers of the h and third 


centuries, is this: 


The ſouls of them who have Wang 
martyred for the witneſs of Jeſus, 
and for the word of Gop, and who 
have not worſhipped the beaſt, nei- 
ther received his mark, hall live 
and reign with Chrt a. een 
years. 


But the reſt of * dead ſhall not 
live again, until the thouſand years 
are finiſhed, 


Now to ſay, they belivved this, is is 


Neither more nor leſs, n to ſay, 


wy believed the Bible. 


6. The 


2d, Gen. 
vi. 4. of whom i; js./there. faid, 
They came in unto the. daughters. of 


men, and they bare en. to them; 


were evil angels.“ And 1 allow, be 
too lightly. receiyed this, on the 
teſti mony of the Jewi/H commen- 
tators. But this only proves, that 
he was a fallible man: not that he 
was a knave; or, that he had not 


1 5 and ears. 


| 8 You charge. him; thindly, With 
treating the ſpurious books, publiſhed 


under the names of the Sibyl and 


Hyſtaſpes, with the ſame reverence 
as the prophetic Scriptures. His 


words are, By the power of evil 
4%. it was made death, to read the 
ooks of Hyſtaſpes, or of the Sibyl, or 


of the prophets. Well : L e does 


this prove, that he treated rboſe books 


*p. 32 5p. 33. 


W The ſecond beteſy yell chart 1 
bim with, is the believing, © *That 
thoſe Hons of God 'mentio 


with - 


n 

4. John the apoſtle : and was fol- 
lowed in it by the fathers of the ſe- 
cond and third centuries. 


The doctrine (as you very well 
know) which Juſtin deduced from 
the prophets and the apoſtle, and in 
which he was undoubtedly followed 
by the fathers of the /econd and third 
centuries, is this: 


The ſouls of them who have been 
martyred for the witneſs of Jeſus, 
and for the word of God, and who 
have not worſhipped the beaſt, nei- 
ther received his mark, ſhall live 
and reign with Chrif a thouſand 


But the reſt of the dead ſhall not 
ive again, until the thouſand years 
are finiſhed, 
Now to fay, they believed this, is 
neither more nor leſs, than to ſay, 


they believed Bible; - 


— 


6. The ſecond eſy you charge 
him with, is the believing, © That 


thoſe Sons of Cod mentioned, Gen. 
vi 4. of whom it is there ſaid, 
hey came in unto the daughters of 
men, and they bare children to them; 
were evil angels.“ And 1 < 2» be 
too lightly, received this, on the 
teſtimony. of« the Jewiſh commen- 
tators. But this only proves, that 
he was a fallible man: not that he 
was a knave ; or that he had not 
ears. 17: WORE 


7. You charge him, thirdly, With 
treating the . Purious books, publiſhed 
under the names of the Sibyl and 
Fuyſtaſ pes, with the ſame reverence 
as the prophetic Scriptures. His 
words are, By the power of evil 
ſpirits, it was made death, to read the 
books of Hyſtaſpes, or of the Sibyl, or 
of the prophets. Well : how does 
\ this prove, that he treated thoſe books 


2 p. 32. 
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with the ſame reverence as the * 
phene Scriptures: 4 | 


* 


But ir 5s certain, vou fay, tha 


* this example and authority 
Juſtin, he) were held in the bichet? 


veneration by the fathers and rulers 


of the b. thro all n 


I do not contglye; it is certain. 


I wait your proof, firſt, of the fact; 


next, of the reaſon you aſſign for 


* The fact itſelf, That theſe books 
were held in the higheft veneration, 


by the fathers and rulers thro all fuc- 


 ceeding ages, is in no wiſe proved by. 


that fingle quotation from Clemens 
les aht wherein he urges the 
heathens with the teſtimonies of their 
own authors, of the Sihl, and of 
Hyſtaſpes. We cannot infer from 
hence, that he himſelf held them. in 
the Fs ebeſt veneration: much lefs, 
that all the fathers did. And as to 


* 


8 P- 33 8 © P- 34. | 1 


[ 931 
the reaſon you aſſign for that vene- 
ration, zhe example and authority of 
Juſtin, you cite no writer of any 
kind, good or bad, - So he that will 


believe it, may. 


But /ome, you tell us, impure the 
forging of theſe books to Juſtin. Be 
pleaſed to tell us likewiſe, who thoſe 
are: and what grounds they alledge 
for that imputation. Till then, it 
can be of no ſignification. 8 


8. You charge him, fourthly, 

« «With believing that filly ſtory, 

concerning the Septuagint verſion of 
the Old Teſtament with ſaying, 

that he himſelf, when at Alexandria; 

ſaw the remains of the cells in 

which the tranſlators were ſhut up; 
and with making a conſiderable miſ- 
take in the chronology relating 

thereto.” And if all this be allowed, 

ahd over and above, that he © fre- 


quently cites apocryphal books, and 
. f. 37» 


j 


cites 


_ 2; 
cites the | Scriptures by memory 
what have you gained, toward the 
proof of your grand concluſion, that 
& he was either too great a fool, or 
too great a knave, to be believed 
ctouching a plain matter of fact.“ 


9. You ſeem ſenſible of this, and 

therefore add, fiſthly, · It will be /ard 
| perhaps, that theſe mſiances ſhew 
a weakneſs of judgment, but do not 
touch the credit of Juſtin as a wit- 
neſs of fact. But can you ſcrape up 
nothing from all the dunghills of 
antiquity that does? I dare ſay, you 
will do your utmoſt, And, firſt, 
you reply, The want of judgment 
alone may, in ſome caſes, diſqualify a 
man from being a good witneſs, Thus 
Juſtin himſelf was impoſed upon, by 
zhoſe of Alexandria, who ſhewed him 
 fome uld ruins under the name of 
cells. And ſo he was by thoſe who 
told him, there was @ ſtatue at Rome, 


p. 39. 2.40. 


5 inſcribed 


98 1 


iuſeribed Simoni Deo Sancto: where- 


as it was really inſcribed, Semoni 


Sanco Deo; to an old deity. of the 
gabines . Now, ſay you, F be was 
decerved in ſuch RE falls, how 
much the more eaſily would he be 
decerved, by ſubtle and crafty im- 
poſtors? Far leſs eafily. A man of 
good judgment may be deceived 
in the inſcriptions of ſtatues, and 


pms of antient hiſtory. But if 


e has only eyes and ears, and a 


ſmall degree of common ſenſe, he 
cannot be deceived in. facts where 


he. is both an eye and car-witneſs. 


10. For a parting blow, you en- 
ene to prove, ſixthly, That 74 
tin was a knave as well as a fool. 
To this end you remark, *© That he 
charges the Jews, with eraſing three 


paſſages out of the Greet Bibles; one 
whereof. ſtands there till, and the 


other two were not expu aged by ſome 
p. p. 44. 
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Jew, 


1 569 
Jew, but added by ſome Chriſtian, 
Nay that able critic and divine John 
Croius [you know when to beſtow 
| honourable appellations] ſays, Juſtin 
Fr PIE r , PR age, for 
the confirmation of riſtran docs 
erin, as well as Ye nds part of 
the Sibylline oracles, and the PRO . 
of Mercurius. 1 
With far greater probability than 
John Croius aſſerts, That Juſtin forg- 
ed theſe paſſages, a man of candor 
would hope that he read them in 
his copy (though incorrect) of the 
Greet Bible. . till you diſprove 
this, or prove the aſſertion of Croms, 
you are got not a jot farther Rill. : 
But notwithſtanding you have taken 
true pains, to — him, both with 
regard to his morals and underſtand- 
ing, he may ſtill be an honeſt man, 
xceptionable witneſs, as 


and an unex 


to plain facts done before his face. 


11. You 


[9] 


11. "You fall u pon * /reneus next, 
an carefully enumerate all the miſ- 
takes in his writings. As Firſt, that 
he held the doctrine of the Millen- 
nium, and related a weak fancy of 
Papias concerning it. 2. That he 
believed our Saviour to have lived 

fifty years: Thirdly, That he believed 
Enoch and Hlias were tranſlated, and 
St, Paul caught up into that very 
paradiſe Fon which Mam was ex- 
pel'd; (80 he might, and all the later 
fathers with him, without being either 
the better or the worſe.) Fourthly, 
that he believed the ſtory concerning 
the Septuagint verſion: Nay, and 
that the Scriptures were deſtroyed in 
the Babyloniſþ captivity, but * . 
again after ſeventy years by Eſaras, 
inſpired for that purpoſe. In this al- 
Jo (you ſay, but do not prove) he was 
followed by all the principal fathers 
that ſucceeded him: Although there ts 
no better foundation for it, 7 5 that 
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fa bulous relation in the Ls book of 


Eſdras. You add, Fifthly, that * he 
believed the ſons of God, who came in 


to the dau ghters of men, were evil 
angels: And all the early fathers, 


you are very read y to believe, were 
drawn into the ſame error, by the au- 
thority of the apocryphal book of © E- 


'k noch, cited by H. Judt. 


. It is not only out of your good- 
will to St. Jude, or Irenæus, you gather 


up all theſe fragments of error, that 
nothing be loſt, but alſo to the whole 


body of the antient Chriſtians. For 


all thoſe abſurdities, you ſay, were 


taught by the fathers of thoſe ages, 
(naturally implying, by all the fathers) 
as doftrines of the univerſal church, 
derived immediately fromthe apoſtles ; 
and thought ſo neceſſary, that thoſe 


who held the contrary, were hardly 
conſidered as real Chriſtians. Here 1 


muſt beg you to prove as well as aſ- 


ſert, . That all theſe abſurdities, of 
the 


[Sw] 


the. Aalen in the groſſeſt ſen 
of it, of the age of Chriſt, of Para- 
diſe, of the Jeftrudtion of the Scri- 
ads of the Septuagint verſion, and 
of evil angels mixing with women, 
were taught by all the fathers of 
thoſe ages: 2. That all thoſe fathers 
10 theſe as doctrines of the uni- 
verſal church, derived immediately 
from the apoſtles, and 3. That they 
all denied 1 be real Chriſtians, 
who held the ntraty. 


. You next eite two far fetched | 
interpretations of Scripture, and a 
weak faying out of the writings of 
| Treneus. But all three prove no more, 
than that in theſe inſtances, he did 
not ſpeak with ſtrictneſs of judg- 
ment : Not, that he was incapable 
of knowing what he ſaw with his 
own eyes, or has truly relating it to 
Nas 


„ dees 


" Lines 

Before we proceed to what with 
equal good-humour and impartiality 
you remark concerning the reſt of 
theſe fathers, it will be proper to con- 
ider what more is interſperſed con- 
cerning theſe in the ſequel of this ar- 

gument. oh 5 


' 


14. And, firſt, . you ſay, © Ju- 
fin uſed an inconcluſive argument, 
for the exiſtence of the ſouls of mei 
after death.” It is poſſible he might, 
but whether it was concluſive or no, 
this does not affect his moral cha- 
racer. ES: 


a 


You ſay, ſecondly, It was the com- 
mom opinion of all the fathers, taken 
from the authority of Juſtin Martyr, 

that the Demons wanted the fumes of 
the ſacrifices to flirengthen them, for 
the enjoyment of their luſifull plea- 
fares. | | 5 
= p. 67. 5 p. 69. 


Sir, 


[ err J „ 
Sir, no man of reaſon will believe 
this, ' concerning one of the fathers, 
upon your bare aſſertion. I muſt. 
therefore deſire you to prove by more 
than a ſcrap of a ſentence, 1. That 
Juſtin himſelf held this opinion 
2. That he invented it, 3. That it 
was the common opinion of all the 
fathers, and 4. That they all took it 
on his authority. on” 1 


15. You affirm, thirdly, * He ſays, 
that all devils yield and ſubmit to the 
name of Jeſus: As alſo, to the name 

| of the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob. Very likely he may. 


_ Laſtly, you cite a paſſage from him, 
concerning the Spirit of God, influ- . 
encing the minds of holy men. But 
neither does this in any meaſure af- 
fect his credit as a witneſs of fact. 
Conſequently, after all that you habe 
been able to draw, either from him- 

7 P. 85. 5 


[L102 J 


ſelf, or any of the primitive writers, 
here is one witneſs of unqueſtionable 

credit, touching the miracles wrought 
in the primitive church, touching the 
ſubſiſtence of the extraordinary * I 
after the days of the apoſtles. 


16. But let us come once more to 
Jrenæus; ; for you have not done with 
bim yet. * Forgery, you ſay, has been 
| attually charged upon Juſtin, (by John 
| Croms and Dr. Midaleton] and may 
with equal reaſon be charged on lre- 
naus. For what other account can be 
 groen, of bis frequent appeals to ap- 
Holical tradition, for the ſupport of [0 
_ incredible doctrines? Why, this 

very natural one, that in non- eſſen- 
tial points, he too eaſily followed the 
authority of Papias, a weak man, who 
on ſlight grounds believed many tri- 
fling things to have been ſaid or done 
by the apoſtles. And allowing all this, 
yet it does not give us ſo lamentable 
7 p. 11x. * P- 59. 


an 


an idea, of thoſe primitive ages and 
primmiue champions of the Chriſtian 


The fame account may be given 
of his miſtake, concerning the age 
of our Lord. There js therefore as 


yet neither reaſon nor any plauſible 


pretence for laying forgery to his 
charge. And conſequently, thus far 
his credit, as a witneſs, ſtands clear 


and unimpeach'd. 


But you fay, ſecondly, * He was a 
gealous aſſerter of tradition. He might 
be ſo, and yet bean honeſt man: And 
that, whether he was miſtaken or no, 
in *ſuppoling Papias to have been a 
diſciple of John the apoſtle. 


You fay, thirdly, He ſuppoſed 
«that the diſciples of Simon Magus, as 
well as of Carpocrates, uſed magical 

1% p. 6 p * p. 68. 
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| [ 204 ] 
arts: That ry. dead were frequently 
raiſed in his time: That the Jews by 
the name of GOD caſt out devils : 
And that many had even then the gift 
of tongues, although he had it not him- 
ell. This is the whole of your charge 
_ againſt St. Irenæus, when ſumm' d up 
and laid together. And now let an 
reaſonable perſon judge, whether a 
this gives us the leaſt cauſe to que- 
ſion, either his having ſenſe enough 
to diſccrn a plain matter of fact, or 
honeſty enough, to relate it. Here 
then is one more credible witneſs, of 
miraculoys gifts after the * of the 
apoſtles. | 


I] 


18. What you 1 concern 
ing the hiſtory of tradition, I am nei- 
ther concern'd to defend nor to con- 
fute. Only I muſt obſerve, you for- 
at yourſelf again where you ſay, 


The Fable of of the Millennium, of the 
. age of Corift, with many more, 


p. 7a. 7p. 85. p: 64 
dere 


BY - 0 
4 a 105 | | * 


were all embraced by the earlieft fa- 
 thers. For modeſty ſake, Sir, think 
alittle before you ſpeak, and remem- 
ber, you yourſelf inform'd us, That 


one of theſe was never embraced at 


all, bur by one {angle father only. 
19. ] cannot, you ſay, diſmiſs this 


article, without taking notice, That 
witchcraft was univerſally believ'd 
through all ages of the primitive church. 
This you ſhew by citations from ſe- 
veral of the fathers : Who likewiſe 

believed, as you inform us, That evil 


ſpirits had power frequently to afflict 


either the bodies or minds of men: 
That they adted the parts of the hea- 


then gods, and aſſumed the forms of 


thoſe who were called from the dead. 


Now this opinion, ſay you, is not on- 
ty a proof of the groſſeſs creduliiy, but 


of that ſpecies of it, which, of all others, 
lays a man the moſt open to impoſture. 


Y p. 66. p. 70. 
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And yet this opinion, as you know 
full well, has its foundation, not on- 
ly in the hiſtories of all ages, and all 
nations throughout the habitable 
world, even where Chriſtianity never 
obtained: But particularly in Scri- 
pture; in abundance of paſſages both 
of the Old and New Teſtament: As 
where the //rachites were expreſſy 
commanded, not to ſuffer a witch to 
live ; where St. Paul numbers witch- 
craft with the works af the fleſh, and 
ranks it with adultery and idolatry: 
And where St. John declares, with- 


out are ſorcerers and Whoremongers and 


murderers. 


That he gods of the . are 
devils, is declared in terms, by one 
of thoſe who are ſtyled inſpired wri- 
ters. And many conceive, that ano- 
ther of them gives us a plain inſtance, 
of their aſſuming the form of thoſe who 
were called from the dead. 


— Cal. v. 19, 20. © Rev, mi. 15. 
* 1 Ger. I Sam, xxviil, 13, 14. 


4 ⁊˙5—— Or 


Tae 


of the powe er of evil ſpirits to af- 

gia the minds of men, none can doubt 
who believe there are any ſuch beings. 
And of their power to afflict the body, 
we have abundant proof both in . 
hiſtory of Job, and _ of the Ms 
demoniacks, 


I 5 not mean, Sir, to accuſe you, 
of believing theſe things : You have 
| ſhewn, that you are guiltleſs in this 
matter; and that you pay no more 


regard to that antiquated book, the 
Bible, than you do to the ſecond 
book of E/dras. But, alas ! The fa- 


thers were not ſo far enlighten'd. And 
becauſe they were bigotted to that 
old book, they of conſequence held 
for truth what, you aſſure us, was 
mere deluſion and impoſture. 


20. Now, to apply. A mind, 


you ſay, /o totally paſſeſt by ſuperſti- 


1zous fancies, could not even Juſpedt the 
ö . 


pre- 


* 


1 
 pretenſrons of thoſe vagram jugplers, 
who in thoſe primitive ages, were ſo 
numerous and ſo mauſirionſly em- 
ployed, in deluding their fellow crea- 
turen. Bath Heathens, Jews, and 
Chriſtians are all allowed to have had 
ſuch impoſtors among them, By whom, 
Sir, is this allowed of the Chriſtians ? 
By whom, but Cel/us, was it ever af- 
firmed of them? Who informed you 
of their growing fo numerous? And 
uſing ſuch mduſtry in their employ- 
ment? To ſpeak the plain * 
your mind appears to be ſo totally poſ- 
ſeſt by theſe vagrant jugglers, that you 
cannot ſay one word about the pri- 
mitive church, but they immediately 
ſtart up before you; though there 
is no more proof of their ever exiſt- 
ing, than of a witch's failing in an 
ego-ſhell. 6 

21. You conclude this head; 

* When pious Chriſtians are arrived to 

4 wid. 
this. 
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this pitch of ereduluy, as to believe that 


evil ſpirns or evil men can work mi- 


racles in oppoſition to the goſpel; their 


very piety will oblige them io admit as 
miraculous, whatever is pretended 70 


he wrought in defence of it. Once 


more you have ſpoke out: You have 
ſbewn without diſguiſe, what you 


think of St. Paul and the Hing mi- 
racles, which he (poor man!) be- 


lieved evil ſpirits or 1 men, could 


work, in oppoſition to the Goſpel; 


and of St. John, talking ſo idly. of 
him who * doeth great wonders, and 


decewveth them that dwell on the earth 
(even though they were not Chri- 


ſtians) by means of thoſe miracles which 


he hath power, to do. 
12. You have now finiſhed the 


third thing you propoſed, which was, 
To ſhew the particular character of 


the ſeveral fathers; who atteſt that 


they were eye- and car-witneſſes of : 


2% fl. 9 8 1 Rev. rip. 13, 14. 
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the e gifts! in the mt. 
tive church. 


You e ada of theſe, Juſtin 
Martyr, Irenæus, Theophilus, Tertul- 
lian, Minutius Felix, Origen, Cyprian, 
Arnobius, and Lafantins ; at the ſame 
time obſerving, that many -other 
writers atteſt the ſame thing. 


But let the others ſtand by. 
theſe good men and true? That . 
the preſent queſtion. _ 


You ſay, No. And to prove, that 
theſe Mine are knaves, bring ſeveral 
charges againſt 7wo of them, a 


| Theſe have been anſwered at large; 
ſome of them proved to be falſe: 
Some, though true, yet not invalida- 
ting their evidence, _ 


But ſuppoſing we wave the evi- 
dence of theſe two, here are ſeven 
more ſtill to come, | 


O! but 


i 


01 but you ſay, If there were 
twice ſeven, they only repeat the 
words which theſe have taught 
them.“ 


Du ſay, But how often muſt you 
be tA; That ſaying and prov- 


ing are two things? I grant, in three 
or four opinions, ſome (though not 
all) of theſe were miſtaken, as well as 


thoſe two. But this by no means 


proves, that they were all knaves to- 
gether: Or that if Juſtin Martyr 
or Ireuæus ſpeaks wrong, I am there- 


fore to give no credit to the evidence 


of Theophilus, or Minutius Felix. 


23. You have therefore made a 
more lame piece of work on this 


we: (if poſſible) than on the preced- 


. You have promiſed great things, 


ad performed juſt nothing. Vou 
have left above three parts in four 
of your work, intirely untouch d; as 
theſe two are not a fourth part —_ | 
of the writers you had named, as at- 


teſting 
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teſting the continuance of the extra- 
3 gifts, after the age c of the | 


apoſtles. 


But you ws RET that trick at 
leaſt to your vagrant jugglers, to ſup- 
ply the defect of all other arguments. 
At every dead lift, you are ſure to 
play upon us, theſe dear creatures 
of your own imagination. They 
are the very ſtrength of 5 battle, 
your tenth legion. Vet if a man im- 
pertinently calls for proof of their 
exiſtence, if he comes cloſe and en- 
| gages then hand to hand, they 1 im- 
mediately vaniſh away. 


IV. You are, in the fourth place | 
to review all the ſeveral kinds if mi- 

raculous gifts, which are pretended to 
Habe been given; and to obſerve from 


the nature of each, how a they may 
reaſonably be e 


p. 72. 
Theſe, 
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"Theſe, you fay, are, 1. The 
Power of raiſing the dead, 2. Of heal- 


mg the ſick, 3. Of caſtmg out devils, 
4. Of propheſying; una, 5. Of ſeeing 


viſions, 6. Of diſcovering the ſecrets 


of men,” 7. Of erpounding the Scrip= 
tarts, 8, Of ſpeaking with tongues. 


I had rather have had an account 


of ibe miraculous powers, as they are 


repreſented to us in the hiſtory of the 


goſpel. But that account you are 
not inclined to give. So we will 


make the beſt of what we have. 


Sec: I. 1. And, firſt, As to raiſing 


the dead.  Irenzus affirms, '7hzs was 


| frequently performed, on neceſſary oc 
caſtons; when by great faſting and 
the joint ſupplication of the church, 
the ſpirit of the dead perſon returned 


into him, and the man was given back 


10 the prayers of the ſais. 
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ae. But you object, n mor 


an mftance of this 10 hgh wv in 
tbe three firſt centuries, I preſume 
you mean, no Heathen e has 
mentioned it (for ¶ Hriſtian hiſtorians 
were not.) 1 anſwer, 1. Tis not 
probable a Heathen hiſtorian would 
have related ſuch a fact, had he 
known it. 2. Tis equally improba- 
ble, he ſhould know it: ſeeing the 
Ebriſtians knew with whom they 
had to do; and that, had ſuch an 
inſtance been made publick, they 
would not long have enjoyed him 
who had been given back to their 
prayers. They could not but re- 
member what had been before ; ; when 
the Jews /ought Lazarus alſo 10 Kill 
him: a very obvious reaſon why a 
miracle of this particular kind, ought 
not to- have been publiſhed abroad: 
eſpecially, conſidering, thirdly, That 
it was not deſigned, for the conver- 
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heathens; but on occafſon 
255 for the good of the thureh, 
e e eee 1 


* w 
and ſlain, but ſuftaine 
of obtaining a bettet 
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15. Vou object, | 
ens: con, 00 7 rmed i tlie 8 . 
to be mpg ble. f They d 
But is it 4 thing ingredible 
t God ſhould raiſe the 


forty. tyears — his, fe 
philus:4;/bop of Antioch, * Shew me 
but one raiſed from the idea ; that 

fee and beheve.” | Theophi 
could not. Su ppoſing he could not, 
do not ſer, that this contradicts the 
teſti; mony of Irenaus. For he does 
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not affirm (though you * fax, he does) 
That this was performed, as it were, 
m every pariſh, or place where there 
was a Chriſtian church. He does not 


affirm, that it was performed at Au. 
rioch: probably, not in any church, 


unleſs where a concurrence. of im- 
portant circumſtances required it. 


Much leſs does he affirm, That the 
perſons raiſed in France, would 'be 


alive forty years after. Therefore 
altho* it be granted, 1. That the 
hiſtorians of that age are ſilent, 2. 
That the heathens ſaid, the thing 
was impoſſible, and, 3 | That Theo- 


philus did not . a the challenge | 


of the heathen Autolycus: all this 
will not invalidate in any degree, the 


expreſs teſtimony of Irenæus, or prove, 
that none have been raiſed from 


ſtles. 
Sect. II. 1. * The next mY 7s, its 


of * rhe fick; often performed 


* p. 75. 


a» 
& 7 ; * „ &S i . 
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 aeteft tt: but inſiſted always, 1 


by anoiming them with oil: in favour 
of which, as you obſerve, the antient 


teſtimonies are more full and expreſs. 
But 22h, you ſay, might be accounted 
for without a miracle, by the natural 
efficacy of the oil itſelſ. I doubt not. 
Be pleaſed to try, how many you can 
cure thus, that are blind, deaf, dumb, 


or paralytic: and experience, if not 


Fer will teach you, that oil 


as no ſuch natural efficacy as this. 


2. Of this you ſeem not infenſi- 
ble already, and therefore fly away 
to your —— ſuppoſition, that 
« they were not cured at all: that 
the whole matter was a cheat from 


the beginning to the end.” But by 
what arguments do you evince-this? 


The firſt is, * The heathens pretended 


10 do the ſame. Nay, and managed 


the impoſture with ſo much art, that 
the Chriſtians could neither _y nor 
bat 1 


p. 76. (ibid. 
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r Gods, by Kſculapius in parti. 
And where is the difference ? 


Seeing, as was obſerved before, t. 
Gods of the 


eathens were but de 


* 1 1 


But, you ſay, Aube public 
2 & ments * eee, in n. and 
. memory o f theſe cures, at the time 
\- Were. performed, yer it 16 
thoſe heathen miracles were 


How is it certain! 


- 


e far more N 
than I. 1 cannot believe, that the 
body of the heathens, for ſo 


whole cities and counties? You could 
p. 75. 5 


But *Y; ſeaſes ? 7 ought fatal and 


deſpera ate, are oft ſurprizmgly healed 


* 


4. themſelves. And Pome re we 


nature 8 5 8 Sir, 1 nts. 
ſand you well. The drift of the 
argument is eaſily ſeen, It points 
at the maſter as well as his ſervants: 
and tends to prove, that, after 
talk about miraculous cures, we are 
not ſure were ever any in the 
world. But it will do no harm. 
For altho we grant, 1. That ſome 


recover, even in ſeemingly deſperate 
2. That we do not know 


n any caſe, be preciſe bounds be- 
7 rween nature and miracle: yet it does 
not follow, therefore I cannot be aſ- 
lured, there was a miracle of 
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healing in the world. To expla 
this by an inſtance. I do not pre- 
eiſely know, how far nature may go, 
in healing, that is, reſtoring fight to 
the blind. Vet this Laffuredly] now, 

. that if a man born blind, is reſtored 
do fight, by a word, this. is not na- 
ture, but miracle. And to ſuch a 

: + tory, well atteſted, all. reaſonable 


men will pay. the higheſt regard, 


he ſum of what you ave ad- 
vanced on this head, is, 1. That the 
heathens themſelves had miraculous 

cures among them; 2. That oil may 

cure {ome diſeaſes by its natural ef- 

- ficacy, and, 3. That we do not 
know the preciſe bounds of nature. 

: All this I allow. But all this will 
not prove, that no miraculous cures 
were performed, either by our Lord 

= and his apoſtles, or by thoſe: who 


- lived. in the three ſucceeding cen- 
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gect, III. x. The third of the mi- 
ulous powers ſaid to have been 
in the primitive church, is that of 
cafting o The teſtimonies 


concerning this are out of num- 
ber, and as plain as words can make 
them. To ſhew therefore, that all 
ſe ſignify nothing, and that there 
were never any devils caſt out at all 
(neither by the apoſtles, nor fince the 
apoſtles, - for the argument proves 
both or neither) is a taſk, worthy of 
ow. And (to give you your juſt 
praiſe) you have here put forth all 
your ſtrength, 10 


2. And yet I cannot but appre- 
hend, there was a much ſhorter way. 
Would it not have been readier, to 
overthrow all thoſe teſtimonies at a 
ſtroke, by proving, there never was 
any deyil in the world? Then the 
whole affair of caſting bim out had 


been at an end. 


But it is in condeſcen 
weakneſs and prejudices 
kind, that you go lels out of. the 
common road, and only obſerve, 
„That thoſe who: were ſaid to be 
poſſeſt of the devil, may have been 
ling -ſackneſs.” 
their ſymptoms, you ſay, 
be nothing elſe but the ori 
ms of an epilepſy. 

If it beaſked, Butwere "zhe ſpeeches 
and confeſſions of the devils, and their 
anſwermg io all queſtions, nothing but 
the ordinary ſymptoms of anepilepſy? 
You take in a ſecond hypotheſis, and 
account for theſe by the arts of im- 


ure and contrrvance, between 
perſons conc 
. 


A. 


e. 
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ned in the ast. 


But is not this ſomething extraor- 


dinary, that men in epileptic fits, 
ſhould be capahle of ſo much art 


and comrivanceA To get over thi 
” p. $2. 


4 


* 


p- 81. 


* 


difficulty, we are to ſuppoſe, 
art and contrivance were the main in- 
gredients ; ſo that we are to add only 
quantum ſuffic: of the epilepſy, a 

ſometime to leave it out of the com- 


But the proof, Sir, where is 
proof? I want a little o 
Inſtead of this we have only another 
ſuppoſition, That all the fathers 
were either induced by their preju- 
adices, to giue too haſty cred to theſe 
pretended poſſeſſions, or carried away 


W -y their zeal 10 ſupport 4 deluſion, 


which was wſeful to the Chriſtiane 


cauſe.  - TT. y 


* 


I grant, they were prejudiced in 
favour of the Bible. But yet we 


cannot fairly conclude from hence, 


either that they were one and all 


continually deceived, by merely pre- 


ended poſſe/ſions: or, that they would 
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all „ie for Cod, a thing abſolutely 
forbidden in that bool. 


3. But” leaders of fodbs, you fay, 
whatever principles they pretend to, 
have ſeldom ſcrupled to uſe a commo- 


dious lie. I obſerve you are quite 
Ampartial here. | You: make no ex- 


% 


ception of age or nation. Tis all 


one to you, whether your reader ap- 
plies this, to the ſon of Abdalla, or 
the ſon of Mary. And yet, Sir, I 
cannot but think there was a dif- 


ference. I fancy the Jew was an. 


honeſter man than the Arabian: and 
that tho Mahomet uſed many a com- 


modious lie, yet Jeſus of Nagareib 
did not. 


4 
n x2 a VP EL 


| Fa However, : Not one 16 of theſe fa- 


Share: made any ſcruple of uſing the 


yperbolical Style. (that is, in plain 
Engliſh, of lyin as an eminent wri- 
rer of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory declares. 
You ſhould have ſaid an impartial 


f. 33. *ibid 


[25] 

writer. For who would ſcruple that 

character to Mr. Le Clerc? And yet. 
I cannot take either his or your bare 
word for this. Be pleaſed to pro- | 
duce a little proof. P Hitherto you 
have proved abſolutely nothing on 
the head, but (as your manner 10 
taken all for granted. a 


Vou next relate that famous 
fo? ory from Fertullian. A woman 
went to the theatre, and returned poſ- 
ſeſt with a devil. When the unclean 


ſpirit was aſked, Hou he dared to 27 
ſault a Christian He anſwered, 1 1 
found her on my 0Wwn ground. Aft ter 
relating another (which you endea:, 
vour to account for naturally) you 
intimate that this was a mere he. a 
Tertulliar's. But how is that proved?, 2 
Why Tertullian was an utter enemy 10 
plays and publick ſhows in the theatre. 
He was ſo. But can we infer from 
thence, that he was an utter enemy 


to common honeſty ? 
Eo 83. 


6. You 
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ou add, be ſfauhers them 


be. own, "that even the Jews, yea 


out devils. Now 


q 


and Heathen exorci ciſts were, n mere e cheats 


4 


and impoſtors. But the athers be- 


* 5, 


| beved, they really cafl them out. Now 


if they could take their tricks for the 
Nells of a ſupernatural power, well 
might ibey be decerved -by their 
empoſtors. + Or, they might think: 
convenient to oppoſe one cheat to an- 
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Deceived, ſay you, by their own 
aer? Why I thought they were 
the very men who ſet them to work 


5 


Who oppoſed one cheat to another. 


pt ſcholars, who acted their part 


ſo well, as even to deceive their ma- 


ſters But whatever the Heathen 
were, we cannot grant, that all the 
Jewiſb exorcifts were impoſtors. Whe- 


dp. 84. p.87. p. 88. 
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tis ſute the ſons af the 1. e caſt 


then aur. I mean, upon ſuppo- 
ion, that Jeſut of Nazareth caſt 


em out: Which i is a point not here. 
to be diſputed; ld. 


APN But it it very hard to Believe 
— Origen declares, that the devils 
to poſſeſs and deſiroy cattle. You 
t have ſaid, What Matthew and 
Mark declare, concerning the herd 
ſwine. And yet we ſhall find you 
believing far harder things 
than ein . 


* 8 £ * 


you ſubjoined the filly ſtory 


— 


in candor have informed your rea- 

der, that it is diſputed, whether th 
ax life of Hilarion was by St. 
Jerom or no? But be it as it may. 


. 


„ have no concern with either. For 
4 hey did not lire within the three firſt 


e a 


Hilarionand his camel, you ſhould ' 
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8. 1 know not what you [have : 
Moat hitherto, tho you have 7. 
firmed many things, and 1mimated 
more. But now we come to the 
ſtrength of the cauſe, contained in” 
your . obſervations,” 


« You obſerve, firſt, That all the 
primitive accounts of caſting' out de- 
vils, the given by differen fathers, 

in afferent ages, yet exactly 
agree, with regard to all the main 
circumſtances.” And this you ap- 
prehend to be a mark of impoſture. 
Ii hooks, you ſay, as if they copied 
from each other / Now a vulgar rea- 
der would have imagined, that any 
ſingle account of this kind, muſt be 
— much more (not Ie) credi- 
ble, by parallel accounts of what many 
had ſeverally ſeen, at different tienes; 
and 3 in different places. | 


9. You obſerve, ſecondly, f That 
the * us thus poſſe eſt, were called, 


* 91.  fibid. 


Elias 


N 


2 z ventrilognifts ; (ſome of 
them were) becanſe they were gene- 
rally believed, to ſpeak out of the belly. 
Now® there are at this day, you ſay, 
thoſe who by art and prattice can 
ſpeak mm the ſame manner. If we ſup- 
poſe then that there were artiſts of 
this kind among the antient Chriſtians, 
bow eaſily by a correſpondence between 
the ventriloquiſt and the exorcift, 
migbi they lade the moſt ſenſible of 
their audience? 


But what did the 8 + 
with his eplepſy in the mean time? 
You muſt not let it go. Becauſe 
many of the circumſtances wherein 
all theſe accounts agree, cannot be 
tolerably accounted for without it. 
And yet how will you make theſe 
two agree? Tis a point gs your 
ſerious confideration. 


But cheats doubtleſs they were, . 
account for it who can. Yet tis =_ 


1 
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[ 130 ] 
\ ſtrange, none of the heathens ſhould 
find them out: that the impoſture 
- ſhould remain quite undiſcovered, 
till fourteen hundred years after the 
impoſtors were duſt! He muſt have 
a very large faith, who can believe 
this: who can ſuppoſe, that not one 
of all thoſe impoſtors, ſhould either 
through inadvertence, or in the midſt 
of tortures and death, have once in- 
timated any ſuch ching. . 


10. Vou obſerve, thirdly, That 
many demoniacks could not be cured, 
| by all the power of the exorciſts, and 
that the cures which were. pretended 
zo be wrought on any, were but tem- 
porary; were but the ceſſation of a 
Particular fit, or acceſs of the dijlem- 
per. This, you ſay, is evident, from 
the teflimony of antiquity ſelf; and 
may be clearly collected from the me- 
bod of treating them in rhe antient 
church. : 


bp. 92, 8 
Sir, 


1 757 1 


Sir, you are the moſt obliging diſ- 


putant in the world : for you conti- 
nually anſwer your own arguments. 


Your laſt obſervation confuted all 


that you had advanced before. And 
now you are ſo kind as to confute 
that. For it, after all, theſe demo- 
niacks were real epilepticks, and that 
in ſo high a degree, as to be wholly 
incurable : what becomes of their 
art and practice? and of the very 


good correſpondence, between the ven- 
triloquiſt and the exorciſt?ꝰ 


| Having allowed you your Go: 
fition juſt ſo long, as may ſuffice to 
confute yourſelf, I muſt now obſerve, 


dent from the teſtimony of antiquity 


niacks were wholly delivered, yet 
ſome were not, particularly in the 


third century : but continued months 


or years, with only intervals of eaſe, 
Fig 8 55 1 2 beſore 
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it is not true. For all that zs evi- 


is this: that although many demo- 


3 uns . * A 


[132] 
before they were entirely ſet at li- 
berty. 


11. You obſerve, fourthly, That 
great numbers of vermin ſub- 
ſiſted in thoſe early ages, whoſe chief 
habitation was in a part of the church, 

where as in a lind of hoſpital, they 
were under the care of the exorciſts. 

—* Which will account for the confi- 
dence of thoſe challenges made 10 the 
Heathens by the Chriſtzans, to come 
and ſee how they could drive the devil: 
our of them, while they kept ſuch num- 
bers of them in conſtant pay : always 
ready for the ſhow ; tried and diſci- 
plined by your exorciffs 70 groan and 
howl, and groe pre per anſwers z0 all 
queſtions. 


So now rhe correſpondence be- 
teen the ventriloquiſt and the ex- 
orciſt, is grown more cloſe than ever! 
But the misfortune is, this obſer- 
vation likewiſe, wholly overthrows 


p- 94» * p. 95. 


. that 


1 
that which went before it. For if 
all the groaning and howling and 
other ſy mptoms were no more than 


what they were diſciplined to by their 


 exorcifts ; then it cannot be, that 


many n of them could not poſſibly be 
cured, by all the power of thoſe ex- 


orciſts, What could they not poſſibly 
be taught to know their maſters ? 
And, -when to end as well as when 
to begin the ſhow? One would think, 


that the cures wrought upon theſe 


might have been more than tempo- 
rary. Nay, *tis ſurprizing, that, while 
they | had ſuch numbers of them, 


they ſhould ever ſuffer the ſame per- 
ſon to ſhew twice. 1 
12. You obſerve, fifthly, » That 
whereas this power of caſting out de- 
vils, had hitherto been m the hands 
only of the meaner part of the lauy: 


(that wants proof: ) it was, about the 
year 367, put under the direction 3 
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the clergy; is being then decreed by 
the council of Laodicea, that none 
ſhould be exorciſis but thoſe appointed 
(or ordained) by the biſhop. But no 
ſooner was this done, even by thoſe who 
favoured and deſired to ſupp ort it, 
than ibe gift nſelf EB creaſed 
and expired. 


You here overthrow not only your 
immediately preceding obſervation 
(as uſual) but likewiſe what you had 
obſerved elſewhere, © * That the ex- 
orciſis began to be ordained, about 
the middle of the third cemury. II 
ſo, what need of decreeing it now, 

above an hundred years after? Again, 
if the exorciſts were ordained an hun- 
dred years before this council ſat, 
what change was made by the de- 


the power of caſting out devils to 
ceaſe upon it? You ſay, the biſhops 
ſtill favoured and defired to ſupport In 


73 


L 
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y 
a 
cree of the council? Or how came p 
j 
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ö 
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it, Why then did they not ſupport 
it? It muſt have been they (not the 
poor exorciſts, who were but a de- 


gree above ſextons) who had hitherto 


kept ſuch numbers of them in pay. 


What was become of them now? 
Were all the groaners and howlers 
dead? And no more to be procured 


for money? Or rather, did not the 
biſhops, think you, grow covetous as 
they grew rich; and ſo Keep fewer 
and fewer of them in pay, till at 


| length the whole buſineſs dropped ? 


I 3. Theſe are your laboured ob- 


jections againſt the great promiſe of 


our Lord, In my name ſhall they caſt 


out devils: whereby (to make ſure 


work) you ſtrike at him and his 
apoſtles, juſt as much as at the 
primitive fathers. But by a ſtrange 
jumble of ideas in your head, you 


would prove ſo much that you prove 
nothing. By attempting to ſhew, 


all who claimed this power, to be 
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at once both fools and knaves, you 
have ſpoil'd your whole cauſe, and, 
in the event, neither ſhewn them to 
be one nor the other: As the one 
half of your argument all along, juſt 
ſerves to overthrow the other. So that 
after all, the antient teſtimonies touch- 
ing this gift, remain firm and un- 


ſhaken. 


gSect. IV. 1. You told us above, 
That the fourth miraculous gift was 
that of propbeſying, the fifth, of /eerng 

piſious, the ſixth, of diſcovering 5 
ſecrets of men. But here you jumble 
them all together, telling us, *7he 
next miraculous gift is that of prophe- 
tic Vi/tons, and extatic trances, (exta- 
tic ecſtaſies you might have ſaid) and 
the diſcovery of mens hearts. But 
why doyou thruſt all three into one? 
Becauſe, you ſay, theſe ſeem to be the 
frun of one ſpirn. Moſt certainly 


P Pp. 74. 5. 56. | : 
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they are, whether it was the ſpirit of 
truth, or (as you ſuppoſe) the Hirit of 
deluſion. 


2. However it is the ſecond of 


theſe on which you chiefly dwell, 


(the fifth of thoſe you before enume- 


rated) taking but little notice of the 


fourth, ft e things to come, and 
none at all of the ſixth, d:/covermg 
the ſecrets of men. The teſtimonies 
therefore for theſe remain in full 
force, as you do not even attempt to 
invalidate them. With regard to 
viſions or extaſies, you obſerve firſt, 


That Tertullian calls Extaſy, „ ' tem- | 
' porary bs of ſenſes. It was ſo; of 


the outward ſenſes, which were on 
lock'd up. You obſerve, ſecondly, 


That Suidas (a very primitive writer, 
who lived between eight and nine 
hundred years after Tertullian] ſays, 


That of all the kinds of madneſs, that 
of the poets and prophets, was alone 
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10 be wiſhd for. I am at a loſs to 
know, what this is brought to prove. 
The queſtion is, were there viſions in 
the primitive church ? You obſerve, 
Thirdly, That Philo the Jew ſays (1 
literally tranſlate his words; which 
you do not; for it would not anſwer 
your purpoſe) hen the divine light 
ſhmes, the human ſets : But when that 
ſets, this riſes. Thais uſes to befall the 
prophets, Well, Sir, and what is this 
to the queſtion ? Why, from the/e teſti- 
monies, you ſay, we may collect, that 
the viſion or extaſy of the primitive 
church, was of the ſame kind with that 
of the Delphic Pythia, or the Cumæan 
Seb.. | 5 


Well collected indeed | But I de- 
fire a little better teſtimony, than ei- 
ther that of Philo the Few, or Surdas, 
a Lexicographer of the eleventh cen- 
tury, before I believe this. How little 
Tertullian is to be regarded on this 


© P. 98. 
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ug.” Yeu: ſay, Fourthly, Montanus 
and his aſſociates were the authors of 
theſe trances. They firft raiſed this 
12 of Enthufiaſm im the church, an 
acquired great credit by their viſions 
and extaſies. Sir, you forget; they 
did not raiſe this ſpirit, but rather. 
Joel and St. Peter: According to 
e words, the young men ſaw vi- 
1 ſons, before Montanus was born. 


'You obſerve, Fifthly, How Ter- 
tullian was impoſed. upon, by the craft 
of extatic viſionaries, and then fall 
upon Cyprian with all your might: 
Your objections to whom we ſhall 
now conſider. 


And, firſt, you lay it down as a 

poſtulatum, that he was fond of power 

and epiſcopal authority. I cannot 

grant this, Sir; I muſt have ſome 
p. 99. . 197. 

2 proof. 


Faw! 
proof, Elſe this, and all you infer 
from it will go for nothing. 


You fay, ſecondly, In all queſtion- 
able points of doctrine or 3 
which he had a mind to introduce in- 
zo the Cbriſtian worſhip, we find him 
conſtantly appealing to the teſtimony of 
diſtons and drome revelations. Thus 
be ſays to Cæcilius, that he was drome- 
ty admoniſh'd, to mix water with wine 
in the Sacrament, in order to render 
it effeftual. 


You ſet out unhappily enough. 
For this can never be a proof of Cy- 
prian's appealing to viſions and re- 
velations, in order to introduce que- 

flionable points of doctrine or diſei- 
pline into the Chriſtian worſhip : Be- 
cauſe this point was unqueſtionable, 
and could not then be introduced in- 
to the Chriſtian wor ſhip, having had 
a conſtant place therein (as you your- 


= a Iif.p v7: 


ſell 


Tar] 
ſelf have ſhew'd) at leaſt from the 
time of Juſtin Martyr. 

Indeed, neither 7uſtin nor Cyprian 
uſe thoſe words, In order to render it 
effettual. They are an ingenious and 
honeſt addition of your own, in or- 
der to make ſomething out of no- 


thing. 


ſame liberty, in your next quotation 
from Cyprian. * He threatens, you 
ſay, to execute, What he was or- 
dered to do againſt them in a wiſt- 
on. Here alſo the laſt words, in a 
viſion, are an improvement upon the 
text. Cyprian's words are, + I will 
uſe that admonition, which the Lord 
commands me to uſe, But neither was 
this, in order to introduce any que- 
ftionable point, either of doctrine or 


* p. 102. . . 
+ Urar ei admonitione, quà me Dominus uti jubet; 
Epiſ. 9. e 


5. I obſerve you take much the 
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diſcipline: No more than It uſing 
the ſame threat to Pupianus, who had 

ſpoken ill of him and left his com- 
munion. 

6. You go on. He 1255 hkewifs, 
he was admoniſh'd of God, to ordain 
one Mumidicus; ia confeſſor, * who had 
been left for dead, half burnt and buri 
ed in frones. True, but what que- 
 ftronable point of doctrine or diſcipline 

did he — — hereby? Or by or- 
daining Celerinus : Who was over- 
ruled and compelled by a Divine vi- 
ſoon to accept that office. So you af- 
firm Cyprian ſays. But Cyprian ſays 
it not: At leaſt, not in thoſe words 
vhich you cite in the margin; which 
literally tranſlated, run thus, 7 recom- 
mend to you Celerinus, join d to our 

clergy, + not by human ſuffrage, but by 
the drome favour.” 

In another letter, ſpeaking of Aure- 


bus, whom be had ordam'd à reader, 
103. p. 104. 

+ Mo humana n ſed divina digearione 
_ Epiſt. 34. 


- he 


all 
we 


C. 43 1 
he ſays to his clergy and people, © In © 
1 clergy, my deareſt brethren, 

[ uſe to conſult you firſt —— But there 
is no need to wait for human teſtimo- 
mes, when the Devine /uſfrage has been 


already ſignified. = | 


An impartial man would wonder 
what you could infer, from theſe five 
paſſages put together. Why, by the help 

of that ſhort poſtularum, « He was 
fond of power (you have as much 
ground to tay, „He was fond of 
bloodſhed: ) you will make it plain, 
te This was all a trick, to inlarge his 
epiſcopal authority.” But as that 
poſtulatum is not allow'd, you have 
all your work to begin again. 
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7. Hitherto then the character of 
Cyprian is unhurt ; but now you are 
reſolved to blow it up at once. 80 
you proceed, * The moſt memorable ef 
feft of any of his viſt ions, was his flight 
lr his church in the time of Perſecu- 

p. 104. 


T gien 


[ 244 ] 


tion: He affirms, that he was cont» 


manded to retire, by a ſpecial revela> 
tion from heaven. Yet this plea was 
a mere fiction, contrived to quiet the 


ſcandal which was raiſed by his flight: 


And is confuted by himſelf, where be 
declares, it was the advice of Tertullus 


which prevailed with him to with- 
draw. 


'You here charge Cyprian with con- 
futing himſelf, in ſay ing, He withdrew 
by the advice of Tertullus: Whereas 


he had before affirm'd, that he was 


commanded to retire, by a ſpecial re- 
velation from heaven. Indeed he had 
not : There is no neceſlity at all for 
putting this conſtruction upon thoſe 


words, The Lord who commanded me 


to retire: Which may without any 


force be underſtood, of the written 
com mand, + When they per/ecute you 


in this city, flee ye into another. It is 


p 105. TIE 
r 2 


not 
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not therefore clear, That this plea of 


a ſpecial revelation was ever advanced. 


And if it was advanced, it ſtill re- 


mains to be proved, 'F hat it was no- 


thing elſe but a mere fiction. 


8. Your citing his editor here, 


obliges me to add a remark, for 


which you give continual occaſion, 
If either Rigalti, Mr. Dodwell, Dr. 


Grabe, Mr. Thur by, or any editor of 


any of the fathers, ever drops an ex- 
preſſion to the diſadvantage of the 
author whom he publiſhes or illu- 
ſtrates, this you accountſo much trea- 
ſure, and will ſurely find a time to 

expoſe it to publick view. And all 
_ theſe paſſages you recite as demon- 


ſtration. Theſe are doubtleſs mere 


oracles : Although when the ſame 
perſon ſpeaks in favour of the father, 
his authority is not worth a ſtraw⸗ 


But you have non of thoſe arts which 
are commonly employ d 1 3 


to palliate a bad 8 5 
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9. What you relate of Dionyſinr, 
biſhop of Alexandria, you have not 
from himſelf, but only from one who 
lived near an hundred years after Dio- 
nyſius was dead. Therefore he is 
not at all accountable for it: As nei- 
ther am I, for any viſion of St. Je- 
rom. But I am concern'd in the con- 
fequence you would draw from it: 
« If this was a fiction, ſo were Cy 
prian s too.” That will not follow. 
Many objections may lie againſt the 
one, which have no place with re- 


gard to the other, 


10. You now bring forth your 
grand diſcovery, that all the viſions 
of thoſe days, were contrived, or au- 
#horized at leaſt, by the leading men 

of the church. For they were all ap- 
pled, either, 1. To excn/e the conduct of 
particular perſons, in ſome mſtances 
of it liable 10 cenſure, or, 2. To inforce 


Jome dofrine or diſcipline preſſed by 


p. 10g. 
ſeome 


at preſent, you fall again upon the 


EM 
ſome, Bur nos bel vd by others, or, 
3. To confirm things not only frivolous, 
butt fometmes even Juperſittious and 
art; at 


Well, Sir herein the 3 


But where is the proof? 1 hope we 
ſhall have it in your next Free Inqui- 
ry: And that you will then give us a 
few inſtances of ſuch applications, 
from the writers of the three firſt cen- 
turies. 


11. Petig not diſpoſed to do this 


poor heretic Montanus : who * firſt gave 
a vogue (as you phraſe it) 20 v:/7ons 
and extaſies in the Chriſtian church. 
So you told us before. But we can- 
not believe it yet; becauſe Peter and 
Paul tell us the contrary. 


Indeed you do. not now mention N 
 Montanus, becauſe it is any thing to 
the queſtion, F but only to _— way 


2 110. 
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for obſerving, That thoſe who wrote 
againſt him, employed ſuch arguments 
againſt his prophecy, as ſhake the cre- 
an of all prophecy. For Epiphanius 
| makes this the very criterion, between 
a true and a falſe prophet, © That the 
true had no extaſies, conſtantly re- 
train d his ſenſes, and with firmneſs of 
mind apprehended and uttered the di- 
bine oracles.” Sir, have you not miſ- 
took ? Have you not tranſcribed one 
ſentence in the margin, and tranſlated 
another? That ſentence which ſtands 
in your margin is this: ¶ hen there was 
need, the ſaints of God among the pro- 
Pbers propheſied all things, with the true 
Spirit, and with a ſound underſianding 
and reaſonable mind. Now it is dit- 
- ficult to find out, how this comes to 
Jhake the credit of all prophecy. _ 
12. Why thus. Before the Mon- 
taniſis had brought thoſe extaſies into 
Fg the prophecy Y re orth db 
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too, was exerted in extaſy. And * | 


were the prophecies of the Old Tefta- 
ment, according to the current opinion 
in thoſe earlier days. 


That this was then the current 
opinion, you bring three citations to 
prove. But if you could cite three 
fathers more, je i the three firſt 
centuries, expre/ly affirming, that the 

prophets were all out of their ſenſes, 
I would not take their word. For 


though I take moſt of the fathers to 


have been wiſe and good men, yet I 
know none of them were infallible. 
But do even theſe three expreſly af- 
firm it? No; not one of them, at leaſt 
in the worte you have cited. From 
Athenagoras you cite only part of a 


ſentence, which tranſlated as literal- 
ly as it will well bear, runs thus: 


Who in an extaſy of dem mane thoughts; 


being moved by the Diome S; pirit, 
poke the things with which they were 
inſpire d, even as a piper breathes into 


K 3 a pipe. 
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a pipe. Does Athenagoras expreſly 


affirm in theſe words, that the pro- 
phets were iran Peres out of their 


| ſenſes? I hope, Sir, you do not un- 


derſtand Greek. If ſo, you ſhew 
here only a little harmleſs igno- 
rance. 


13. From fin Martyr alſo you 
cite but part of a ſentence. He 


peaks (very nearly) thus: 
That the &. pirit of God deſcending 


from heaven, and uſing righteous men, 


as the quill Hane the harp or tyre, 


may reveal unto us the knowledge of 


divine and heavenly things. And * 
Juſtin expreſly affirm in theſe words, 


that all the prophets were tranſported 


out of their ſenſes ? 


 Tertullian 5 words are, „4 man Le- 


ing in the ſpirit, eſpecially when he 
beholds the glory of God, muſt needs 


hoſe ſenſe. Now as it is not plain, 
32 N eceſſe elt, excidat ſenſu. 


| 5 . 


„ wy wm, Ac 


— 


derſtanding (it being at leaſt equally | 
probable, that he intends no more 
than loſing for the time the uſe of his 
outward ſenſes) neither can it be ſaid, 


that Tertullian expreſly affirms, The 


prophets were all out of their ſenſes. 
Therefore you. have not ſo much as 
one father to youch for what you 
ſay was the current opinion in thoſe 
days. | 


14. I doubt not but all men of 
learning will obſerve a circumſtance, 
which holds throughout all your 
quotations. * The ſtrength of your 
argument conſtantly lies in a looſe 
and paraphraſtical manner of tran 
lating. The ſtrength of mine lies 
in tranſlating all in the moſt cloſe 
and literal manner: fo that cloſeneſs 
of tranſlation ſtrengthens mine in 
the ſame proportion as it weakens 
your arguments: a plain proof of 
what you elſewhere obſerve, That 

K 4 you 


at he means hereby, loſe his un- 


% 
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you uſe't 19 ſubtle refinements or forced 
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But to return to 0 yprian. 
I b; + forbear, you ſay, relating 
ro or three more of his wonder ful 
ſtories. The firſt is, A man who 
bad denied Chriſt, was preſently firuck 
dumb. the ſecond, A woman who had 
done fo, was ſeized by an unclean 
Spirit, and ſoon after died in great 
anguiſh : the third, of which he | ſays 
he was an eye-witneſs, is this: the 
Heathen magiſtrates gave ro @ Cbriſti- 
an infant, part of what had been of- 
fered to an idol. When the deacon 
forced the conſecrated wine on this 
child, it was immediately ſeized with 
comoulfions and vomiting: as was a 
woman who had apoſtatized, upon tak- 
ing the conſecrated elements, The 
other two relations Cyprian does not 


affirm of his on perſonal know - 
ledge. | 


* Prof Bs. N p. 113. 


"k Now what can we think, fay 
you, of theſe range flories, but that 
they were partly forged, partly dreſt 
up in this tragical form, to ſupport 
the arſcipline of the church, in rbeſe 
times of danger and trial? © 


Why, many will think, that ſome 
of them are true, even in the manner 
they are related : and that if any of 
them are not, Cyprian thought 5 
were, and 8 them in the ſince- 
rity of his heart. Nay perhaps ſome 
will think, that the wiſdom of God 

might, in thoſe times of danger and 
trial, work things of this kind, for 
that very end, zo ſupport the WIS 
_ olme of the church. And till you 
ſhew the falſchood, or at leaſt the 
improbability of this, "Cyprian's cha- 
racter ſtands untainted: not only as 
a man of ſenſe (which you yourſelf 
allow) but likewiſe of eminent inte- 
grity: and conſequently, it is beyond. 

D p. 115. | 
diſpute, 
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diſpute, that v/cons, the Gfth mira- 
culous gift, remained in the church 


after the days of the apoſtles. 


* * 


Sect. V. 1. The ſixth of the mira- 

culous gifts which you enumerated 
above, namely, the diſcernment of 
iris, you juſt name, and then in- 
tirely paſs over. The ſeventh is, 
that of expounded the Feri iptures. You 
tack to it, or the myſteries of God. 
But inaſmuch as it is not yet agreed 
(as was intimated above) whether this 
be the fame gift, it may juſt as well 
be left out. ag RE ; 


7 . 7 
5 


2. Now as to this, you ſay, There. 
3s no trace of it to be found, ance the 
days of the apoſiles. For even in ibe 
ſecond and third centuries, a mo} ſenſe- 
leſs and extravagant method. of ex- 
| pounding them prevailed, For which 
when we cenſure any particular fa- 
ther, his apologiſts with one voice al- 
hae, « This 1s to be charged 70 2 


* "IC... ＋ * 


„ 
age wherem he lived, which could 
reliſh or endure any better. 


I doubt much, whether you can 
produce one ſingle apologiſt for any 
ridiculous comment on ſacred wri, 

who any where alledges, that the ſe- 
cond or third century could not reliſh 
or endure an) better. But if they 
were all to ſay this wth one voice, yet 
no reaſonable man could believe 
them. For it is notoriouſſy contrary 
to matter of fact. It may be allow- 
ed, that ſome of theſe fathers, being 
afrajd of too literal a way of ex- 
poundin g the Scriptures, leaned ſome- 

times to the other extreme. Yet no- 
thing can be more unjuſt than to in- 
fer from hence, That the age imwhich 
they led, could not rel:ſh.or endure 
any but ſenſeleſs; extravagant, en- 
thaftaſtic, ridiculous comments on fa- 

cred writ. 
Will you ſay, That all the com- 
ments on Scripture, ſtill to be found, 
1 f In 
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in the writings of Jenatins Rupes 
Athenagoras, or even of Origen and 
Clemens Alexandrinus, are ſenſeleſs 
and extravagant? If not, this charge 
muſt fall to the ground: It being 


manifeſt, that even he age, in hich 


they lived, could both endure and re- 
liſb ſound, ſenſible, rational (and yet 
ſpiritual) comments on holy writ. 


Vet this extravagant charge, you 
have repeated over and over, in va- 
rious parts of your work; thruſting 


it upon your reader in ſeaſon and 


out of ſeaſon. How fairly, let all 
candid men judge. 


3. Touching the miraculous * 
of expounding Scripture, you ſay, 
Juſtin Martyr © affirms, it was con- 


ferred on him by the ſpecial grace of 


| God. I cannot find, where he at- 

firms this. Not in the words you 

cite, which literally tranſlated (as was 

obſerved before) run thus: He hath 
1 
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revealed to us whatſoever things we 
have underſtood by his grace from the 
$i _— alſo. You ſeem conſcious, 
| theſe words do not prove the point, 
and therefore eke them out with thoſe 
of Monſieur Tillmont. But his own. 
words, and no other will ſatisfy me. 
I cannot believe it, unleſs from his 
own mouth, 


4. Meantime I cannot but obſerve 
an odd circumſtance, that you are 
here, in the abundance of your 
ſtrength, confuting a propoſition, 
which (whether it be true or falſe} 
not one of your antagoniſts affirms. 
You are labouring to prove, © There 
was not in the primitive church any 
ſuch miraculous gift as that of ex- 
pounding the Scriptures.” Pray, Sir, 
who ſays, there was? Not Juſtin 
Martyr : not one among all thoſe 


fathers, whom you have quoted as 
witneſſes of the miraculous oifts, 
from the tenth to the cighteenth page 
| 5 : . : 5 of 
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of your Inquiry. If you think they 

do, I am ready to follow you, ſtep 

by ſtep, through — seg you 
have made, 


i No, nor is this $i LR in 

any enumeration: of the miraculous 

. 8. which I can find in the holy 
Scriptures. Propheſy indeed is men- 

tioned more than once, by the a poſtles, 
as well as the fathers. But the con- 
text ſhews, where it is promiſed as 

| a miraculous gift, it means, the fore- 
telling things to come, All there- 
fore which you fay on this head, is 
a mere Ignoratio elenchi, a miſtake 


of the queſtion to be proved. 
Se&. VI. 1. The eighth and laſt 


of the miraculous on you enume- 
rated, was, the gift of tongues. And 
this, tis fare, was claimed by the pri- 

mitive Chriſtians; for [renens ſays 

expreſly, Ye bear many in the church, 
Healing with all kinds rongucs. 
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Aud yer, you ſay, this was gramed 


only on certain ſpecial occaſions, and 
then withirawn again from the apoſtles 


themſelves: ſo that in the ordinary 
courſe of their miniſtry, they were 


generally deſtitute of it. Thas, 


ſay, I have ſhewn elſewhere. 1 
preſume, in ſome treatiſe Which 1 


8 have not ſeen. 


2. But Irenæus, who declares, that 
many had this gift in his days, yer 
owns, he had it not himſelf. This is 
only a proof, that the caſe was then 
the ſame, as when St. Paul obſerved 
long before, Are all workers of mi- 


racles? Have all the gifts of healings? 


Do all ſpeak with tongues No, not 
even when thoſe gifts were ſhed 
abroad; in the moſt abundant man- 
ner. PINT: © 


3 . *But no other father has made 
the leaſt claim to it. Perhaps none 
of thoſe whoſe writings are now ex- 


* x Gor; xii. 20% 30." p 20 
| tant; 


tant: at leaſt, 1 not-in thoſe writings 
which are extant. But what are theſe 
in compariſon of thoſe which are 
loſt? And how many were burning 
and ſhining lights, within three hun- 
dred years after Chriſt, who wrote no 
account of themſelves at all; at leaſt 
none which has come to our hands? 
But who are they that » ſpeak of it as 
a gift, 2 to the zrmes of the 
apoſtles ? You ſay, There is not a 
Angle father who en zo ſpeak of 
it in any other manner. Well, bring 
but fix Antenicene fathers, who ſpeak 
of it in this manner, and J will give 
vp che whole point. 1 8 80 


- *But you fay, lier he SR 

* timer, there is not in all hiftory ont 

. #u/lauce, even ſo much as mentioned, 

of any particular perſon who ever exer- 

ciſed this gift. Lou muſt mean, ei- 

ther that the Heathens have men- 
tioned no inſtance of this kind, (which 7 
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is, not at all ſurpriſing) or that [re- 
#eus does not mention the names of = 
thoſe many perſons who in his time nn 
exerciſed this gift. And this alſo | 
y be allowed without affecting in 44 


4 - 7 7h | *5 os 5 * Dr 7 
ln ere een 


any wiſe the credibility of his teſti- | 
mony concerning them. = 
3 25 I muft take notice here of ans | | 
other of your poſtulatums, which leads 1% 


you into many miſtakes, With regard 
to paſt ages; you continually take this 
for granted, What is not recorded was 
not done. But this is by no means 
2 ſelf-evident axiom. Nay, poſſibly | 
it is not true. For there may be 
many reaſons in the-depth of the wil - 
dom of Gop, fot his doing many 
things at various times and places, 
either by his natural or ſupetnatural _ 
power, which were never recorded 
at all. And abundantly more were 
recorded once, and that with the full- 
| W <cftcyidence, whereof nevertheleſs we 
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find no certain evidence now, at the 
diſtance of fourteen hundred years.” 


1% Perhaps this may obtain in the 
very caſe before us. Many may have 
ſpoken with new tongues, of whom 
this is not recorded : At leaſt the 
records are loſt, in a courſe of fo 
many hundred years. Nay, it is not 
only poſſible that it may be ſo, but 
it is abſolutely certain that it is ſo. 
And you yourſelf muſt acknowledge 
it. For you acknowledge, that the 
apoſtles, when in ſtrange countries, 
ſpoke with ſtrange tongues : That 
St. John, for inſtance, when in 4/1 
Minor, St. Peter, when in Italy (if 
he was really there) and the — 55 
apoſtles, when in other countries, in 
Parihia, Media, Phry gia, Pamphy- 
lia, ſpoke each to the natives of each 
in their own tongues, the wonderful 
works of Gop. And yet there is 
no authentick record of this: There 
18 
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is not in all hiſtory, one well-atteſted 
inf ance of any par ticular apoſile's en- 


erciſing this gift in any country what- 


foever, Now, Sir, if your axiom 
were allowed, what would be the 


conſequence? Even that the apoſtles 
themſelves no more ſpoke with 
tongues than any of their ſucceſ- 


I. 


ſors. 


7 


7. I need therefore take no trouble 
about your ſubſequent reaſonings, 
ſeeing they are built on ſuch a foun- 
dation. Only 1 muſt obſerve an hi- 
ſtorical miſtake which occurs toward 
the bottom of your next page. Since 
the reformation, you ſay, * zh:s gift has 
never once been beard of, or pretended 


10 by the Romanifts themſelves. But 


has it been pretended to (whether juſt- 
by the Romanifis? Has it never once 
been heard of fance that time? Sir, 

© Pp. 122, . | 


| : your 


ly or not) by no others, though not 
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your memory fails you again. It has 
undoubtedly been pretended to, and 
that at no great diftance either from 
our time or country, It has been 
heard of more than once, no farther 
off than the valleys of Daupbiny. 
Nor is it yet fifty years ago, ſince the 
Proteſtant inhabitants of thoſe valleys 
ſo loudly pretended to this and other 
miraculous powers, as to give much 
diſturbance to Paris itſelf. And how 
did the king of France confute that 
pretence, and prevent its being heard 
any more? Not by the pen of his 
ſcholars, but by (a truly heathen way) 
the ſwords and bayonets of his dra- 
goons. | 

8. Youcloſe this head with a very 


* 


* 


* 


extraordinary thought. The gift f 
tongues may, you lay, be conſidered as 
@ proper teft or criterion for determin 


mg the miraculous pretenſions o all 
churches. If among their extraordt- 
i bid. e 


* . * 


nary gifts they camnos ſhew us this, 
they have none to ſhew which are ge- 
aume © 


* 


Now I really thought, i it had been 
_ otherwiſe. I thought it had been an 
adjudg'd rule in the caſe, All theſe 
worketh one and the ſe ſame ſpirn, 
droidng to every man ſeverally as 
will, And as to every man, ſo to 
every church, every collective body 
of men. But if this be fo, then yours 
is no proper teſt, for determining | 
ptetenſions of all churches: Seeing 
he who worketh as he will, may 
(with your good leave) give the gift 


of tongues, where he gives no other: 
And may ſee abundant reaſons fo to 


; do, whether you and I ſee them or 
| not. For perhaps we have not al- 
| ways known the mind of the Lord; not 

being of the number of his canal 
; lours. On the other hand, he may 


ſee good to give many other gifts, 
where it is not his will to beftow this. 
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Particularly where it would be of 
no uſe: As in a church where all 
are of one mind, and all ſpeak the 
ſame language. 


* 


9. You have now finiſh'd (after a 
faſhion) what you propoſed to do in 
the fourth place, which was, 7o re- 
view all the ſeveral kinds of miracu- 
lous gifts, which are pretended to have 
been in the primitwe church. Indeed, 
you have drop'd one or two of them 
by the way; againſt the reſt you have 
brought forth your ſtrong reaſons. 
Thoſe reaſons have been coolly exa- 
mined. And now let every impar- 
tial man, every perſon of true and 
unbiaſſed reaſon, calmly conſider and 
judge, whether you haye made out 
one point of all that you took in hand ? 
And whether ſome miracles of each 
kind may not have been wrought in 
the antient church, for any thing you 
have advanced to the contrary ? 


* 
> 


10, From 


[C1671 


10. From the 127th to the 15 $th 


page, you relate miracles ſaid © be 


wrought in the fourth century. I 
have no concern with theſe : But I 


muſt weigh an argument which you 


intermix therewith again and again. 
It is in ſubſtance this: © If we can- 
not believe the miracles, atteſted by 
the later fathers, then we ought not 
to believe thoſe which are atteſted 
by the earlieſt writers of the church.” 


I anſwer, The conſequence i is not 


good; becauſe the caſe is not the 
fame with the one and with the other. 
Several objections, which do not hold 
with regard to the earlier, may lie 
_ againſt the later miracles : Drawn 


either from the improbabilii of the 


fals themſelves, ſuch as we have no 
precedent of in Holy Writ; from the 


mncompetency of the rms faid to 


L 2 them, ſuch as bones, re- 


iques, or departed ſaints ; ; or from 
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the groſs credulity of a prejudiced, 
or the dl ſhonefty 4 an Pay 1er 


lator. 


. 


11. One of theſe objections holds 
againſt moſt of the later (though not 
the earlier) miracles. And if only 
one holds, it is enough; it is ground 
ſufficient for making the Fr AT 
If therefore it was true, that there 
was not a ſingle father of the fourth 
age, who was not equally pious with 
the beſt of the more antient, ſtill we 
might conſiſtently reje& moſt of the 
miracles of the fourth, while we al- 
lowed thoſe of the preceding ages ; 
both becauſe of the far greater im- 
probability of the facts themſelves, 


and becauſe of the incompetency of 
the inſtruments, | 


But it is not true, that ihe fathers 
of the fourth age, whom you mention, 


I 


| p. 159- 


were 


were equally pious with the beſt. of 
the preceding ages. Nay, accord. 
ing to your account, (which I ſhall 
not now canteſt) they were not pious 
at all. For you ſay, ** They were 
wilfull, habitual liars.” And if fo, 

they had not a grain of piety. News 
that the earlier fathers were not 
| ſuch, has been ſhewn at large 
| {though indeed you complimented 
them with the ſame character. 

Conſequently, whether theſe later 
fathers are to be believed or no, we 
may fafely believe the former; who 
dared not to do evil that good might 


come, or to lie either for Gop or 


12. I had not intended to fy any 
thing more, concerning any of the 
miracles of the later ages. But your 
way of accounting for one, faid to 


haye been wrought in the fiſth, is fo 
extremely curious that cannot paſs it 
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The ſtory, it ſeems, is this Hun- 
neric, an Arian prince, in his 
erſecution of the orthodox in 
Africk, ordered the tongues of a 
certain ſociety of them to be cut out 
by the roots. But by a ſurpriſing 
inſtance of God's good providence, 
they were enabled to ſpeak articu- 
lately and dictinctly, without their 
tongues. And ſo continuing to 
make open profeſſion of the ſame 
doctrine, they became not only 
* but living witneſſes of its 
truth.“ bw oh 


Don't miſtake me, Sir. I have 
no deſign at all to vouch for the 
truth of this miracle. I leave it juſt 
as I find it. But what 1 am con- 
cern'd with i is, your manner of ac- 
counting for it. 
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13. And, firſt, you ſay, It may 
not improbably be ſuppoſed, that though 
their tongues were ordered to be cut to 
the roots, yet the ſentence might not 
be jo ſtrictly executed, as not to leave 
in ſome of them fuch a ſhare of that 
organ as was ſufficient, in a tolerable 


degree, for the uſe of ſpeech. | 
So you think, Sir, if only an inch 


of amaa's tongue were to be neatly 
taken off, he would be able to talk 
tolerably, well, as ſoon as the ope- 
ration was over. £ 


But the moſt marvellous part is 
ſtill behind. For you add, *79 come 
more cloſe to the point. If we ſhould 
allow that the tongues of theſe confeſe 
ſors were cut away to the very roots, 
what will the learned Doctor ſay, W- 
this boaſted miracle ſhould be found 
aàt laſt to be no miracle at all? 
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Covey. 


"Bay? Why, that you have more 
weill than all the rolling wonder- 
workers of the three firſt centuries put 
together. . 


But to the point. Let us os "BY 
you will ſet about it. Why thus: 
The * tongue (as you juſtly, though 


keenly obſerve) has generally been con- 


fidered as abſolutely neceſſary to the 


wſe of ſpeech. So that to hear men 
zalk £ "non it, might eaſily paſs for a 
miracle in that credulous age; Tes 
there was always room 10 doubt, whe- 
ther there was any thing miraculaus in 


#t or not. But we have an inſtauce in 


the preſent century, which clears up all 


our doubts, and mir eh decides the 


queſtion. © I mean, the caſe of a git 
horn without a tongue, who talked as 


eaſily and diſtinctly as if ſhe had had 


one: an account of which is grven in 


the Memoirs of the 3 of A A 


at Paris. 


7 p. 184. 


14. And 


# 


* 


14. And can you really believe 
iis? That a girl /poke di/tmmly and 
eaſily, without any tongue at all? 
And after avowing this belief, do 
you gravely talk of other mens cre- 
dulity? I wonder that ſuch a volun- 
teer in faith ſhould ſtagger at” any. 
thing, Doubtleſs, were it related as 


natural only, not miraculous, you 

could believe, that a man might 

— without A 1 
Surely there is ſomething very pe- 


culiar in this; ſomething extraordi- 
nary, though not miraculous : that 
a man, who is too wiſe to believe the 
Bible, ſhould believe every thing but 
e! Should v any tale, 
be out of the queſtion, though 


improbable, ever fo impoſ- 


15. ©] have now, you fay, thrown 
together all which 1 had collected fo fat 
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the ſupport of my argument : after 
a lame recapitulation of which, you 
add with an air of triumph and ſa- 
tisfaction, / wiſh the fathers, the 
able/# advocates which popery nſelf 
can afford. for Proteſtantiſm, 1 am 
fare, can ſupply none, whomuhey would 
chuſe to retain in their cauſe :- none 
who can defend them without contra- 
diting their own profeſſion, and diſ- 
ge racing their own character or pro- 
duce any thing, but what deſerves zo be 
laughed at, rather than anſwered. 


Might it not be well, Sir, not to 
be quite ſo /ure yet? You may not 
always have the laugh on your fide. 
Lou are not yet infallibly aſſured, 
but that even Proteſtantiſin may pro- 
duce ſomething worth an anſwer. 
There may be ſome Proteſtants, for 
ought you know, who have a few 
grains of common ſenſe left, and 


may find a way to defend, at leaſt 
: p. 188. 19. 3 a 
the 


1 #75 J 


the Antenicene fathers, wi ithout 4j fe 


grating their own character. Even 
fuch an one as I have faintly attempt- 


ed this: although I neither have, 
nor expect to have any preferment: 
not even to be a Lambeth Chaplam ? 


| — which if Dr. Middleton i 1s not, tis 
not his own fault. 


V. x. The laſt thing you . 
was, To refute ſome of the moſt plauſi- 
ble objections, which have been huher- 
nt 12 To what you have of- 
fered on this head, 1 muſt likewiſe 


attempt a ſhort rep! Y. 
You fay, i is objected, feb, 


That by the character I have given of 


the fathers, the authority of the books 


, the New Teſtament, which were 
tranſmuted to us through their bands, 
_ will be rendered precarious and uncer- 


After a feint of confuting i it, you 


p. 190. 


racy acknowled ge the whole of 
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this objection. I may venture; you 
fay, #0 declare, that, if this objettion 


be true, it cannot hurt thy argument. 
Hr if it be natural and neceſſary; 
that the traft and crtdulity of wit= 
neſſes ſhould always detraft from the 
credit of their teſtimony, then who 
can help it? And i this charge be 
proved on the fathers, it muſt be ad- 
 mnted, how far ſoever the ' ronſe- 
quences ma reach. N 
If it be proved” — Very true; 
If that charge againſt the fathers 
were really and ſubſtantially proved, 
the authority of the New Teſtament 
would be at an end, ſo far as it de- 
pends on one kind of evidence. But 
that charge is not proved. There- 
fore even the traditional authority 
of the New Teſtament is as firm as 
RT IN DIS | 


2. Ic is objeRed, you ſay, ſecondly, 
0" That all ſuſpicion of fraud, in 
5 * p. 192. 7. 193. 5 5 


3 the 


„ 2 
the caſe of the primitive miracles '## 

excluded by that public appeal and 
challenge which the Chriſtiau apolo- 
gifts — to their enemies the Heathens, 
to come and ſee with tbeir own 
the realty 2 the yn 2 1255 
_— ; 


ou anſwer, This enn has 10 
120 weight with any who are ac- 
quainted with the conditim of the 
Chriſtians in thoſe days. You then 
inlarge* (as it ſeems, with a peculiar 
pleaſure) on the general contempt 
and odium they lay under, from the 
firſt appearance of chriſtianity in the 
world, till it was eſtabliſhed "gy the 


civil power. 

in ibeſe circumſtances, it cannot be 
imagined, you lay, that men of figure 
and fortune would pay any attention 
to the apologies or writings Ky a ſect, 
fo miterly deſpiſed. But, Sir, they 
were hated as well as deſpiſed ; and 


| =D. 194, 195, 196. p. 197. 
that 


1 

that by the great vulgar, as well 
as the ſmall. And this very hatred 
would naturally prompt them to 
examine the ground of the challenges 
daily repeated by them they hated: 
were it only, that by diſcovering the 
fraud (which they wanted neither 
opportunity nor {kill to do, had there 
been any) they might have had a bet- 
ter pretence for throwing the Chriſti- 
ans to the lions, than becauſe the Mile 
did not, or the Tiber did overflow. 


3: Lou add, * Much leſ can we be- 
lieve, that the emperor or ſenate of 
Rome, ſbould take any notice of thoſe 
apologies, or even know indeed, that 
any ſuch were addreſſed to them. 


Why, Sir, by your account, you 
would make us believe, that all the 
emperors and ſenate together, were 
as ſenſeleſs, fiupid a race of block- 
heads and brutes, as even the Chriſti- 
ans themſelves *; 
* p. 197: 


But 


[179 ] 


But hold. You are going to prove 


it too. For, lay you, ſhould the lite 


caſe happen aow, that any Methodiſt, 
Morawuan, or French prophet right 


| Kiilfully put together] ſhould publiſh 


an apology for his brethren, 4 70 
the king and parliament is it not 


vholly improbable, that the govern- 
ment would pay any regard to it? You 


ſhould add fto make the parallel com- 
plete) or know that any ſuch was ad- 


| dreſs 'd to them. 


LN 


No. I conceive, the im probability 
ſuppoſed lies wholly on the other 
fide. Whatever the government of 
heathen Rome was (which I preſume 
you will not depretiate) the govern- 


ment of England is remarkable for 


tenderneſs to the very meaneſt ſub- 
jet. It is therefore not improbable 
in the leaſt, that an addreſs from ſome 
thouſands of thoſe ſubjects, how con- 
temptible ſoever 8 were generally 
eſteemed, would not be totally diſ- 

2 M 2 regarded 


regarded by ſuch a Kopen But 
that they ſhould ot know that any 
ſuch had been adareſſed to them, is not 


only improbable, but morally impoſ⸗ 
fible. 


If therefore it were poſſible for the 
Heathens to have a worſe opinion of | 
the antient Chriſtians, than we, you 
| Jay, have 1 our modern fanatics, ſtill 
it is utterly incredible, that the Ro- 
man government ſhould not only tale 
no notice of their apologies, but not 
even know that any ſuch - were ad- 
qreſt to them. 


4. Fut the publiſhing books was 
more expenſive then, than it is now. 
And therefore we cannot think the 
Chriſtians of thoſe days, were »able 
to provide ſuch a number of them, as 


was fafficient for the information of 
the publick.” 


- Nay, if they were not. able to pio- 
vide themſelves food and rayment, 


p- 75 H. 199. | 
fs they 


1 


they would be ſure to provide a ſuf- 
ficient number of theſe: ſufficient 
at leaſt for the information of the 


emperor and ſenate, to whom thoſe 
apologies were addreſt, And how 
great a number, do you ſuppoſe, 
might ſuffice for them? How many 
hundred or thouſand copies? I ap- 
pre hend, the emperor would be con- 


tent with one. And one more would 


be needful for the ſenate, Now I 


really believe, the Chriſtians of thoſe 


days were able to provide both theſe 
copies. Nay, and even two more; 


if it ſhould have fallen out, that two 


or three emperors were on the throne : 
even though we ſhould fuppoſe, that 


in Tertullian's time there were but 
forty thouſand of them in all Rome. 


. However, you plunge on: ſſince 
then the Chriſtians were not able 10 
bear the expence of copying them 


[whether the Heathens were diſpoſed to 


\ 199. 
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buy them or no, is at preſent out of 
the queſtion] there is great reaſon to 
believe, that their apologies, how grave- 
ly ſoever addreſsd to emperors and 
ſenates, lay unknown for many years, 
There is no great reaſon to believe it, 
from any thing you have advanced 
yet. You add, eſpecially when the 
publiſhing of chem was ot only ex- 
periſh ve, but ſo criminal alſo, as to ex- 
poſe them often to danger, and even t0 
Capital puntſhment. 


In very deed, Sir, I am ſometimes 
inclined to ſuſpeck, that you are your- 
ſelf related to certain antient fathers 
(notwithſtanding the learned quo- 
tations which adorn your margin) 
who uſed to ſay, Græcum eft : non 
| poteſt legi. You lay me under an 
_ almoſt invincible temptation to think 
ſo, upon this very occaſion. For 
what could induce you, if you knew | 
what he faid, to place at the bottom 


of this very page, a paſſage from _=_ 
0 


* 


183 | 
of thoſe apologiſts, Juſtin Martyr, 
which ſo clearly confutes your own 
argument? The words are, + Altho' 
death be determined againſt thoſe who 


zeach, or even confeſs the name of 


Chriſt, we both embrace and teach it 
every where. And if you alſo recerve 
theſe words as enemies, you can do no 
more than kill us. Could danger then, 
or the fear of capital puniſhment re- 
ſtrain thoſe Chriſtians. from preſent- 
ing theſe apologies? No; capital 
puniſhment was no terror to them, 
who daily offer'd themſelves to the 
flames : till the very heathen but- 
chers themſelves were tired with 
ſlaughtering them. | 


There can therefore no ſhadow of 
doubt remain, with any cool and im- 


＋ Kalxeę Javare cordivrO* rer Tar did arker- 
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partial man, but that theſe apologies 
were preſented to the moſt eminent 
heathens, to the magiſtrates, the ſe- 
nate, the emperors. Nor conſequent- 
ly is there the leaſt room to doubt 
of the truth of the facts therein aſ- 
ſerted: ſeeing the apologiſts con- 
ſtantly deſired their enemies, 10 come 
and ſee them with their own eyes: 
A hazard which thoſe crafty men 
would never have run, had not the 
facts themſelves been infallibly cer- 
tain. This objection then ſtands a- 
gainſt you in ful force. For ſuch 
a publick appeal to their bitter- 

eſt enemies muſt exclude all reaſon- 
able ſuſpicion of fraud, in the caſe of 


- the Primitive mel. 


5 Aon tell us, it is objected, third- 
ly, That no ſuſpicion of fraud can 
reaſonably be entertain d againſt thoſe 
who expoſed themſelves even to mar- 


__ *® p. 199, 
1 tyrdom, 


L856 


tyrdom, in confirmation of the ruth of 


what they taught. 


In order to invalidate this objec- 
tion, you afſert, That ſome of the 
primitive Chriſtians might expoſe 
themſelves to martyrdom, out of 
mere obſtinacy; others, from a de- 
ſire of glory; ®others from a fear of 
reproach; but the moſt of all, from 
the hope of a higher rower in 
heaven; eſpecially, as they believed, 
« the end of the world was near, and 

that the martyrs felt no pain in 
death.” Alb which topicls, you ſay, 
when diſplay d with art, were fnffe- 
 crent to mflame the multitude to em- 
brace any een 


This appears very plauſible i in ſpe- 
culation. But fact and experience 
will not anſwer. You are an elo- 
quent man, and. are able to diſplay 
* topic you pleaſe, with art enough. 


f p. 200. b. 201. p 208 Ip. 203 
f. 203. R | 
Let 
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Vet if you was to try, with all that 
art and eloquence, to perſuade by 
all theſe topics, not a whole mul- 
titude, but one ſimple credulous 
ploughman, to go and be ſhot thro' 
the head; I am afraid, you would 
ſcarce prevail with him after all, to 
embrace even that eaſy cartprdom. 
And it might be more difficult ſtill 
to find a man, who either out of ob- 
ſtinacy, fear of ſhame, or defire of 
glory, would calmly and deliberately 
offer himſelf to be roaſted alive in 
Smith field. 


7. Have you conſidered, Sir, tio 
the caſe ſtood in our own country, 
ſcarce two hundred years ago? Not 
a multitude indeed, and yet not a 
few, of our own countrymen then 
expired in the flames. And it was 
not a general perſuaſion among them, 
that martyrs feel no pain in death. 
That theſe have feeling, as well as 
other ch, plainly appeared, in the 

G caſe 


[197] 


caſe of biſhop —_— crying out, 


„I cannot burn, I cannot burn” 
when his lower parts were conſumed. 
Do you think the fear of ſhame, or 
the deſire of praiſe, was the motive 


on which theſe ated? Or have you 


reaſon to believe it was mere obſti- 


nacy that hindred them from accept- 


ing deliverance ? Sir, ſince human 


nature has always been the ſame, ſo 


that our experience of what now paſſes 
in our own foul, will be the be/t com- 
ment on what is delivered to us con- 
cerning others, let me intreat you, to 
make the caſe your own. You muſt 
not ſay, © I am not one of the ig- 
norant vulgar: I am a-man of ſenſe 


and learning.” So were many of 
them; not inferior even to you, ei- 


ther i in natural or acquired endow- 


ments. I aſk then, Would any of 


theſe motives ſuffice, to induce you 
to burn at a ſtake? 1 beſeech you, lay 


your hand on your heart, and an- 


Jwer between God and your own foul, 
T What 


1881 


What motive could incite you to walk 
into a fire, but an hope full of im- 
mortality? When you mention this 
motive, you ſpeak to the point. And 
yet even with regard to this, both 
you and I ſhould find, did it come 
to a trial, that the hope of a fool, or 
the hope of an hypocrite, would and 
us in no ſtead. We ſhould find no- 
thing elſe would ſuſtain us in that 
hour, but a well-grounded confidence 
of a better reſurrection: nothing leſs 
than the “ ftedfaſtly looking up to 
heaven, and beholding the glory 


which ſhall be 3 is 


$. © But hereticks, you ſay, have 
been martyrs,” -I will anſwer more 
particularly, when you ſpecify Who? 
and When? It may ſuffice to ſay 
now, whoſoever he « that, rather 
than he will offend God, cal mly and 
deliberately chuſes to ſuffer death, I 


cannot lightly ſpeak ey evil of him, 


* 


[1% 1 


But Cyprian ſays, e Some who had 
ſuffered” tortures for Chriſt, yet af- 
terward fell into groſs, open n. It 
may be ſo; but it is nothing to the 
ers It does not prove in the 

eaſt, what you brought it to prove, 
namely, That bad men have in- 
dured maftyrdom.” Don't evade, 
Sir, and ſay, Yes, torments are a 

kind of martyrdom.” True; but 
not the ID of which = 
_ 


. You "IE all at laſt by declar- 
ing gravely, It is not my deſign to 
detract in any manner from the juſt 
praiſe of thoſe priminive martyrs, who 
fuftained the cauſe of Chriſt, at the 
expence of their Ives. No. Who 
could ever ſuppoſe it was? Who 
could imagine, it was your defign, to 

detract from the Juſt praiſe of Juſtin, 
lrenæus, or Cyprian? You only de- 
hgned, to ſhew, what their ai praiſe 

p. 12. | 
was, 


r 

was, namely, the praiſe of pick - pockets, 
of common cheats and impoſtors. 
We underſtand your meaning there- 
fore, when you add, It is reaſonable. 
zo Believe, that they were the beſt ſort 
of Chriſtians, and the chief. ornaments 
of the church in their ſeveral ages. 


10. You conclude; My view is to 
Shew, that their martyrdom does not 
add any weight to their teſtimon). 
Whether it does or no, It gives the 
ſtrongeſt proof (as you or affirm) 
of the ſincerity of their faith: and con- 
ſequently proves, That no ſuſpicion of 

| fraud can reaſonably be entertained 
againſt them. But this (which you 
ſeem to have quite forgot) was the 
whole of the objeRion : and conſe- 
quently this as well as both the former 

abjeBons, remain in their full force. 


11. It has been objected, fourth! y, 
you ſay, That you deftroy the fart 
and credit of all hiſtory. But this 


p. 213. hl p. 114. 
4 5 ob jection, 


[ 191 ] 
objection, you affirm, · whey ſeriouſly 
conſidered, will appear to have no ſenſe 


at all in it. 


That we will try. And one 5 
ſage, home to the point, is as good 
as a thouſand. Now, Sir, be leaſed 1 
to look back. In your Preface, page = 
the ninth, I read theſe words: The [4 
credibility of fatts lies open to the 


trial of our 2 aud ſenſes. But 1 
the credibility of witneſſes depends on [2 
a variety of principles wholly con- - 
cealed from us. And though, in many H 


caſes, it may reaſonably be preſumed, 
yer in nonè can it certainly be known. 


If this be as you aſſert (I repeat it 38 
again) then farewel the credit of all 9 
hiſtory. Sir, this is not he cant of th 

⁊talots you muſt not eſcape ſo: 


it is plain, ſober reaſon. If thecre- KB 
dihiluy of witneſſes (of all witneſſes; bi 
5 for you make no diſtinction) depends, 8 * 


as you * affirm, on a va- 


F 
3 | riety 


192 ] 
riety of principles wholly contedled 
from- us, and conſequently, though 
it may be preſumed in many caſes, 
yet can be certainly known in none 
then it is plain all hiſtory, ſacred or 
profane, is utterly precarious and un- 
certain. Then I may indeed pre- 
| fame, but I cannot certainly know, 
that Julius Ceſar was killed in the 
ſenate-houſe ; then I cannot certain- 
ly know, that there was an emperor | 
in Germany, called Charles the fifth: 
that Leo the tenth ever fat in the ſee 
of Rome, or Lewis the fourteenth on 
the throne of France. Now let any 
manofcommon underſtanding judge, 
whether this objection have any ſenſe 
in it, or no. 


132. Under this ſame head, vou fall 
again upon the caſe of witchcraft and 
ſay, There is not in all hiftory, any 
ne miraculous faft, ſo autheniically 


attefled as the exiſience of 4 25 All 


p. 221, 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian (yea, and all heathen) na- 
1:0us whatſoever, have conſented in the 
belief of them. Now to deny the rea- 


lu of facts ſo ſolemnly attefled, and 


ſo unwer/ally. believed, ſeems to giue 
the lie to the ſenſe and experience of 
all chriftendom: to the wiſeſt and beſt 
of every nation, and to publick monu- 
ments /ubſifting to our own times. 


What obliges you then to deny 
it? You anſwer, » The incredibility of 
the thing. O Sir, never ſtrain at the 
incredibility- of this, after you have 


ſwallowed an hundred prog WR 


without tongues. 


AZ; What you aim at in this alſo 


is plain, as well as in your account 
of the Abbe de Paris the point of 
your argument is, If you cannot 
believe theſe, then you ought not to 
believe the Bible: The incredibiluy of 
the things related, ought to oer 
all reftimony whatſoever.” 
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Vour argument, at length, would 
run thus: ——_—_ 


ce If things be incredible in them- 
ſelves, then "da incredibility ought 
'to over-rule all teſtimony concern- 
ing them. 


# 


But the goſpel-miracles are incre- 
dible in themſelves.” Sir, that pro- 
poſition I deny. You have not proved 
It be yak You have only now and then, 
as it were by the by, made any at- 
tempt to prove it. And till this is 
done, you have done nothing, with 
all the pother that you have made. 


14. You reſerve the home ſtroke 
for the laſt. * There is hardly a mi- 
racle ſaid to be wrought 1 in the primi- 
zrve times, but what ir ſaid 10 be per- 
formed in our days. But all theſe mo- 


z dern pretenſious, we aſcribe to their 


true cauſe, the craft of a few, playing 
pon the credulity of the many, for 


p. 230. 


* 


L Ab , hai "heath We 
read of the ſame things done by the an- 
| Pients, and for the ſame ends, of ac- 
quiring wealth, credit, or power : how 
can we poſſi TH heſitate to impute them 
to the ſame cauſe of fraud and im- 
Poſture ? | . 
Ihe reaſon of our heſitation is this. 
They did not anſwer he ſame ends. 
The modern clergy of Rome do ac- 
quire credit and wealth, by their pre- 
tended miracles. But the antient 
clergy acquired nothing by rheir mi- 
racles, but to be Hictea, deſtitute, 
tormented, The one gain all things 
thereby; the others loſt all things. 
And this we think, makes ſome dif- 
ference. ,» Even unto ibis preſent 
_ hour, ſays one of them (writing to 
thoſe who could eaſily confute him, 
if he, ſpoke not the * we both 
unger aud thirſt, and are naked, and 
are . buſfeted, and have uo certain 


I Cor. ie 11—13. 
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. dwelling place — Being reviled, we 


bleſs; — g perſecmed, we ſi offer it; 
being defamed, we' intreat. We are 
become as the filth of the world, as the 
off=-/courmg of all things unto this day. 
Now, Sir, whatever be thought of the 
others, we apprehend ſuch clergy as 
theſe, labouring thus, unto the death, 
for ſuch credit and wealth, are not 
chargeable with fraud and im poſture. 


VI. I have now finiſhed what I 
| had to ſay with regard to your book. 
Yet I think humanity requires me 
to add a few words, concerning ſome 
points frequently touched upon there- 
in, which perhaps you don not ſo clearly 
underſtand. 


We have been long diſputing ow 
Chriſtians, about Chriſuanty, and the 
evidence whereby it is ſupported. But 
what do thoſe terms mean? Who is 
a Chriſtian indeed? What is real, ge- 
nuine Chriſtianity? And what is the 


ſureſt and moſt acceſſible evidence 


Wis! may ſo ſpeak) whereby I may 

know, that it is of God? May the 
God of the Chriſtians enable me to 1 
ſpeak on theſe heads, in a manner = 
ſuitable to the importance of them! 1 


Sect. I. I. I would conſider, 6rft, — 
Who is a Chriſtian indeed ? What = 
does that term properly imply? It f |; 
has been ſo long abuſed, I fear, not : 
only to mean nothing at all, but, what 

was far worſe than nothing, to be a 

cloak for the vileſt hy poeriſy, for the 
groſſeſt abominations and immora- 

lities of every kind, that tis high time 

to reſcue it out of the hands of 
wretches that are a reproach to hu- | 
man nature: to ſhew determinately, 
what manner of man he is, to whom 

this name of right belongs. PO IO 


2. A Chriſtian cannot think of the 
author of his being, without abaſing 
himſelf before him: without a deep | 
ſenſe of the diſtance between a worm 


of earth, and him that ſitteth on the 
e circle 


- 
a 
LY 
VO Sees 


- 


e 


vg per 


— eh, as 


— 


e ee eee ee 


* 


— r N 3 . 5 OE 22 EIS — — 
3 — +0 1 5 © 8 2 * — 
* 1 3 Ve I : ys —— n 2 4 2 "NY WIT 4 
* p 8 — = 4 * 2 >, Sue * CR NIN 2 
. . en OA W 5 x G Sy 
- 4 * * ws 


p 7 
— ono niephoente —— rr A — Com age 
r 5 
N 2 2 
= —_— F 


G. 


4 1 


EE Ore — k — = 
we ALS : R 


— 
* 


— 


oer 


— 


* 
— — 


4 


CERT 


on 


— 


2 2 
—— — 


— — 


— — ad <, wt 


— — 3G 


. 
— 


. 
S 


And hence he acquieſces 1 in whatfo- 
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circle of the heavens. In his pre- 
ſence he ſinks into the duſt, know- 
g himſelf to be leſs 8 nothing 


in his eye; and being conſcious, in 
a manner words cannot expreſs, of 
his own littleneſs, ignorance, fooliſh- 
neſs. - So that he can only cry out, 
from the fulneſs of his heart, 
God! What is man! What 4 If 


3. He has a continual ſenſe of his 

ependence on the. parent of good, 
for his being and all the bleſſings that 
attend it. To him he refers every 

natural, and every moral endowment: 
with all that is commonly. aſcribed 
either to fortune, or to the wiſdom, 
courage, or merit of the poſſeſſor. 


. 


” 


ever appears to be his will, not only 
with patience, but with thankfulneſs. 
He willingly reſigns all he is, all he 
has, to his wiſe and gracious diſpoſal, 
The ruling temper of his heart, is the 
moſt abſolute ſu iſſion, ad the 
1 tendereſt 


WP” 


LW]. 
tendereſt gratitude to his ſovereign 
benefactor. And this grateful love 
creates filial : an awful reverence 
toward him, and an earneſt care not 
to give place to any diſpoſition, not 
to admit an action, word or thought, 
which might in any degree diſpleaſe 
that indulgent power, to whom he 
owes his life, breath, and all things. 


4. And as he has the ſtrongeſt af- 
fection for the fountain of all good, 
ſo he hab the firmeſt confidence in' 

im: a confidence which neither 
pleaſure nor pain, neither life nor 
death can ſhake, But yet this, far 
from creating. ſloth or indolence, 
puſhes him on to the moſt vigorous 
induſtry. It cauſes him to put fort 
all his ftrength, in obeying, him in 
whom he confides, So that he. is 
never faint in his mind, never weary 
of doing whatever he believes to be 
his will. And as he 
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nows, the moſt 
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tate him he worſhips, ſo he is con- 
tinually labouring to tranſcribe into 
himſelf, all his imitable perfections: 
in particular, his juſtice, mercy, and 
truth, ſo Gy diſplay'd in all 
his creatures. 


* 


5. Above all, remembring that 
God is love, he is conformed to the 
ſame likeneſs. - He is full of love 
to his neighbour; of univerſal love; 
not confined to one ſect or party; 
not reſtrained to thoſe who agree 
with him in opinions, or in outward 
modes of worſhip; or to thoſe who 
are allied to him by blood, or recom- 
mended by nearneſs of place. Nei- 
ther does he love thoſe only that love 
him, or that are indeared to him by 
intimacy of acquaintance. But his 
love reſembles that of him, whoſe 
mercy is over all his works. It ſoars 
above all theſe ſcanty bounds; em- 
bracing neighbours and ſtrangers 
friends and enemies : yea, not only 

FT . the 


„ 
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the good and gentle, but alſo tho 
. the evil and unthankful. 
For he loves every {oul that G God has. 


made; every child of man, of what- 
ever place. or nation, And yet this 


_ univerſal benevolence does in no wiſe. 
| interfere with a peculiar regard for 
his relations, friends, and benefactors: 


a fervent love for his country; and, 
the moſt indear'd affection to all men 
of integrity, of clear and generous 
virtue. 


6. His ON: as to theſe, 3 to all 
mankind, is itſelf generous and diſ- 


Intereſted ; ſpringing from no view: 
of Advantage to himſelf, from no re- 
gard to profit or praiſe; no, nor 
even to the pleaſure of loving. This 
is the daughter, not the parent of his 


affection. By experience he knows, 
that /oc:al love (if it mean the love 


of qur neighbour) is abſolutely, eſ- 
ſentially different from /el/-love, even 
of the moſt allowable kind, Juſt as 


dit- 


Cab 


different as the objects at which they 
point. And yet it is ſure, that, if 
they are under due regulations, each 
will give additional force to the other, 
till 1 K mix together never to be di- 


vided. 


> And this univerſal, diſintereſt- 
ed love, is productive of all right af- 
fections. It is fruitful of gentleneſs, 
tenderneſs, ſweetneſs ; of humanity, 
' courteſy, and affability. It makes a 
Chriflian rejoice in the virtues of all. - 
and bear a part in their happineſs; 
at the ſame time that he ſympathizes 
with their pains, and compaſſionates 
their infirmities. It creates modeſty, 
condeſcenſion, prudence, together 
with calmneſs and evenneſs of temper, 
It is the parent of generoſity, open- 
neſs, and frankneſs, void of jealouſy 
and ſuſpicion. It begets candor and 
willingneſs to believe and hope . hat- 
ever is kind and friendly of every 
man: And invincible patience, ne- 

ver 
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ver oyercome Lo evil, bat overcoming 
evil with good. 


. The ine love conſtrains Hin 
to. converſe, not only with a ſtrict 
regard to truth, but with artleſs ſin- 
cerity and genuine ſimplicity, as one 

in whom there is no guile. And not 
content with abſtaining from all ſuch 
expreſſions as are contrary to juſtice 
or truth, he endeavours to refrain from 

eyery unloving word, either to a pre- 
ſent or of an "abſent perſon : In all 
his converſation aiming at this , either 
to improve himſelf in Lnoviedge or - 
virtue, or to make thoſe with whom 
he converſes ſome way wiſer, or bet- 
ter, or happier than wes were. before, 


9. The. lime e is 3 5 
of all right actions. It leads him 
into an carneſt and ſteddy diſcharge | 
of all. ſocial offices, of whatever is 
due to relations of every kind; to 
bye friends, to his dong, and to 


2 any 


N 


any particular community whereof 
he is a member, It prevents his will- 
ingly hurting or grieving any man, 
It guides into an uniform practice of 
juſtice and mercy, equally extenſive 


with the principle whence it flows. 
It conſtrains him to do all poſſible 
good, of every poſſible kind, to all 


men: and makes him invariably re- 


ſolv'd, in every circumſtance of life, 


to do . and that only, to others, 


which, ſuppoſing he were himſelf in 


the e ſituation, he would deſire 
they ſhould do to him, 


10. n as he is eaſy to others, 
ſo he is eaſy in himſelf, He is free 


from the painful ſwellings of pride, 
from the flames of anger, from the 
impetuous guſts of irregular ſelf- will. 
He is no longer tortured with envy 
or malice, or with unreaſonable and 
hurtful deſire. He is no more in- 
flaved to the pleaſures of ſenſe, but 
has the full power both over his 3 
RR 
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a_. body, in a- continued chearful 
courſe of ſobriety, of temperance 
and chaſtity He knows how to uſe 
all things in their place, and yet is 
ſuperior to them all. He ſtands above 
thoſe low pleaſures of imagination, 
which captivate vulgar minds, whe- 
ther ariſing from what mortals term 
greatneſs, or from novelty, or beauty. 
All theſe too he can tafte, and till 
look upward ; ſtill aſpire to nobler 
enjoyments. Neither is he a ſlave to 
fame: Popular breath affects not 
him; he ſtands g and alben 
in himſelf, 
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i : And he who Fe: no praile, 
cannot fear diſpraiſe. Cenſure gives 
him no uneaſineſs; being conſcious 
to himſelf, that he would not willing- 
ly offend, and that he has the appro- 
bation of the Lord of all. | He cans 
not fear want; knowing in whoſe 
hand is the earth and the fulneſs there- 
of, and that it is impoſſible for him 

| I n ZE, to 


to with-hold from one that fears him 
any manner of thing that is good. 
He cannot fear pain, knowing 1 it will 
never be ſcat, unleſs it be for his real 
advantage; and that then his ſtrength 

will be proportion d to it, as it has 
always been in times paſt. He can- 
not fear death; being able to truſt 
him he loves with his ſoul as well as 
his body ; yea glad to leave the cor- 
ruptible body in the duſt, till it is 
raiſed incorruptible and immortal. 

$0. that in honour or ſhame, in abun- 
dance or want, in eaſe or pain, in 
life or in death, always and in all 
things he has learned to be content, to 


* 8 thankful, Joyful, Kappy. - 


x2. He is happy i in knowing ONE 

is a God, an intelligent cauſe and 
Lord of all, and that he is not the 
| broducdcirhcr of blind chance or in- 
exorable neceſſity, - He is happy in 
the full aſſurance he has, that this 

creator and end of all things, is a 
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being of boundleſs wiſdoni; of tuft 1 
nite power to execute all the deſigns 
of his wiſdom, and of no leſs infinite [| 
goodneſs, to direct all his power to 
the advantage of all his creatures. 
Nay even the conſideration of his 
immutable juſtice, rendring to all 
their due, of his unſpotted holineſs, 
of bis all-ſufficiency in himſelf, and 
of that immenſe ocean of all perfec- 5 
tions, which center in God from „ 
eternity to eternity, is a continual CU 
addition to the my of a Chri- 9 
ſtian. | EC IQ-3 MJ v2: 0, 4 
__ 3. A farther addition is made [| 
thereto, while, in contemplating even | | 
the things that ſurround him, that 9 
Wan ſtrikes Fa u his | | 
heart, 1 
os Theſe are thy. glorious work ks, A 
Parent of good: a 9 


While he 5 Lnowfihes of the in- 
viſible things of God, even his 
cternal power and wiſdom, in the 
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things that are ſeen, the heavens, 
the earth, the fowls of the air, the 
lilies of the field. How much more; 
while, rejoicing in the conſtant care 
which he ſtill takes of the work of 
his own hand, he breaks out, in a 
tranſport of love and praiſe, «© O 
Lord, our governour! How excel- 
lent is thy name in all the earth! 
Thou that haſt ſet thy glory above the 
heavens!” While he, as it were, ſees 
the Lord fitting upon his throne, and 
ruling all things well : while he ob- 
ſerves the general providence of God, 
co-extended with his whole creation, 
and ſurveys all the effects of it in the 
heavens and earth, as a well-pleas'd 
ſpectator; while he ſees the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of his general govern- 
ment, deſcending to every particu- 
lar ; fo preſiding over the whole 
univerſe, as over a fingle perſon ; fo 
watchirig over every ſingle perſon, as 
if he were the whole univerſe : How 
does he exult, when he reviews the 
various 


CE LY 


various traces of the almighty: good- ” 


nek, in what has befallen bine, in 
the ſeveral circumſtances and changes 
of his own life! 
ſees, have been allotted: to him and 
dealt out, in number, weight, and 


meaſure. With what triumph of 


ſoul, in ſurveying either the general 


or particular providence of God, does 


bs obſerve every line pointing out an 
hereafter, FEY ſcene Ppening; into 
{Ry 1 1 

14. Hei is peculiar Ma 8 inex weel- 
abiy happy, in the cleareſt and | Full 


eſt conviction, © This all- powerfull, 


all-wiſe, all- gracious being, this go- 
vernour of all loves mne. This Jover 
of my ſoul is always with me, is ne- 


ver abſent, no not for a moment. 


And I love him ; there is none in 


heaven but thee, none on earth that 


I deſire beſide thee! And he has given 
me to reſemble himſelf, he has ſtamp d 
his image on my heart. And I live 

O unto 


by 


All which, he now. 
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unto him; I do only his will, I glo- 
_ Tify him with my body and my ſpirit. 
N And it will not be long before I ſhall 
die unto him ; I ſhall die into the 
arms of God. And then farewell fin 
and pain ; then it only remains, that 
I ſhould Ie with him for cet.“ 


This is the oli naked por- 
wakes of a Chriſtian; be not pre- 
Judiced againſt him for his name. 
Forgive his particularities of opinion, 
and (what you think) ſuperſtitious 
modes of worſhip. Theſe are cir- 
cumſtances but of mal concern; and 
do not enter into the eſſence of his 
character. Cover them with a veil 

of love, and look at the ſubſtance; 
his tempers, his holineſs, his happi- 


nels. 


Can calm reaſon conceive either 
L more. aniable or a more defirable 4 
character? | | 1 


ry 
* . 


: 1 a " * © 2 5 
= „ * E 
; 4 
. uk * o * 
. * 
% 8 
WJ + , 


Fam] 


+> Is ityourown? Away with names J 
Away with opinions! I care not what 
you are call'd. I aſł not (it does not 
deſerve a thought) what opinion you 
are of; ſo you are conſcious to your- 
ſelf, that you are the man, whom I 
have been (however faintly) deſcrib- 
ing. 


Do not you know, you ought to 
be ſuch? Is the governour of the 
world well pleaſed that you are not? 


Do you (at leaſt) deſire it? I would 
to God that deſire may penetrate your 
inmoſt ſoul; and that you may have 


no reſt in your ſpirit, till you are not 


only almoſt, but altogether a Chri- 
ſtian! 


ITY IL 1. The en point t to 
bo conſidered is, what is real, genuine 


Chriſtianity * Whether we ſpeak of 


it as a principle in the ſoul, or as a 
ſcheme or ſyſtem of dodrine, 


. Chri- 


Chriſtianity, | 
| fenſe, is, that ſyſtem of dodrine, 

| which deſcribes the c 
| recited, which promiſes, It ſhall 
mine, (provided I will not reſt ti 
attain,) and which tells mie, how I 
may attain it. | 


2. Firſt, it de/eribes this character 


. 


in all its parts, and that in the moſt 
lively and affecting manner. The 
main lines of this picture are beauti- 
fully drawn, in many paſſages of the 
| Old Teftament. Theſe are filled up 
8 in the New, retouch'd and finiſh'd, 


| with all the art of God. 


The fame we have in miniature 
'more than once ; particularly in the 
thirteenth chapter of the former 
epiſtle to the Corinthians, and in that 
diſcourſe which St. Matthew records, 
as delivered by our Lord, at his en- 


trance upon his publick miniſtry. 


| „ 4 Becondiy, Chriſtianity promiſes, 
= __ this character ſhall be mine, if I will 


- bf * 


| | Ek not 


not reſt till 1 attain it. This is pro- 
miſed both in the Old Teſtament and 
the New. Indeed the Ne is, in effect, 
all a promiſe: ſeeing every deſcrip- 
tion of the ſervants of God mention'd 
therein, has the nature of a com- 
mand ; in conſequence of thoſe ge- 
_ neral injunRtions, * Be ye followers of 
me, as I amofChrit: Be ye followers 
of them, who through fanh and pa- 
rience inherit the promiſes. And every 
command has the force of a promiſe; 
in virtue of thoſe general promiſes; 
A new heart will I groe you, and I 
will put my Spirit wake you; ant 
my you to walk in my ſtatutes, and 
ye ſhall keep my Sn and do them. 
* Thes is the covenant that I will make 
. thoſe days, faith the Lord, I will 
put my laws into their minds and write 
them in their hearts. Accordingly, - 
when it is ſaid, Thou ſhalt love the 


21 Cor, xi. 1. > Heb. vi. 22. Exel. xxxvi. 
26, 27. 6 Heb, viii. 1 * Matt. xxii. 37» 


Lord 
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Lord thy God, with all thy heart, ant 
with all thy ſoul and with all thy 
mind; it is not only a direction, what 

ſhall do ; but a promiſe of what 
God will do in me: Exactly equi- 
valent with what is written elſewhere, 
: The Lord thy God wi <virciimeiſe 
thy heart ſe the heart of thy ſeed 
(alluding to the cuſtom then in uſe) 
to love the Lord thy Cod with all thine 


heart and with all thy ſoul. 


This being obſerv'd, it will rea- 
dily appear to every e perſon, 
who reads the New Teſtament with 
that care, which the importance of 
the ſubject demands. That every 
particular branch of the preceding 
character, is manifeſtly promiſed 
therein: Either explicitly, under the 
very form of a promiſe, or virtually, 


under that of a deſcription or com- 
mand. 
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8. Chriſtianity tells me, in the 
third place, how 1 may attain the 
promiſe, namely, by faith. 


But what is faith? Nat an opinion, 
no more than it is a form of words: 
not any number of opinions put to- 
gether, be they ever ſo true. 
ſtring of opinions is no more Chriſtian 


faith, than a ſtring of beads is Chriſtian 


holineks | we 


It is not an aſſent to any opinion, 
or any number of opinions. A man 
may aſſent to three, or three and 
twenty creeds: he may aſſent to all 
the Old and New Teſtament (atleaſt, 

as far he underſtands them) and yet 
have no Chriſtian faith at all. 


6. The faith by which the promiſe 
is attained, is repreſented by Chriſti- 
anity, as a power wrought by the 


Almighty in an immortal ſpirit, in- 


habiting an houſe of clay, to ſe: 


through that veil into the world of 
E „ ſpirits, 
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ſpirits, into things inviſible and eter- 
nal: a power to diſcern thoſe things, 
which with eyes of fleſh and blood 
no man hath {cen ot can ſee: either 
by reaſon. of their nature, which 
(though they furround us on every 
fide) is not perceivable by theſe groſs 
ſenſes: or by reaſon of their diſtance, 


as being yet afar off, in the boſom 


of eternity. 


7. This is Chriſtian faith in the 


general notion of it. In its more 


particular notion it is, a divine evi- 
dence or conviction wrought in my 
hreat, that God is reconciled to me 
through his ſon: inſeparably joined 


with a confidence in him, as a graci- 
ous, reconciled father, as for all things 


ſo eſpecially for all thoſe good things 
which are inviſible and eternal. 


To believe (in the Chriſtian ſenſe) 
is then, to walk in the light of eter- 
nity: and to have a clear ſight of and 
confidence in the moſt high, recon- 


ciled 


be: Ty 
cited to me, _— the ſoy of his 


love. 


8. Now how highly aefirable ; is 
ſuch a faith, were it only on its own 
account ? For how little does the 
wiſeſt of men know, of any thing 
more than he can ſee with his eyes? 


What clouds and darkneſs cover the 


whole ſcene of things inviſible and 
eternal? What does he know even 
of himſelf, as to his inviſible part? 
What, of his future manner of exi- 
ſence? How melancholy an account 
does the prying, learned philoſopher, 


(perhaps the wiſeſt and beſt of all 


Heathens) the great, the venerable 
Marcus Antoninus give of theſe things? 
What was the reſult of all his ſeri- 


ous reſearches? Of his high and 


deep contemplations? © Either diſ- 


ſipation (of the ſoul as well as the 
body, into the common, unthinking . 
maſs) or re-abſorption into th- 


univerſal fire, the un. intelligent ſource 


of 
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| tle you know of the immenſity o 
the things that are beyond ſenſe and 
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of all things: or, ſome unknown 
manner of conſcious exiſtence, after 
the body ſinks to riſe no more. One 


of theſe wn he ſuppoſed. muſt ſuc- 


ceed death ; but which he had no 
light to determine. Poor Autoninus / 
With all his wealth, his honour, his 
7-866 With all his wiſdom and Phi- 
erb, 
What points of knowledge did he gain ? 
That life is ſacred all—and vain ! 
Sacred how high? And vain how low? 
He could not tell—But died to know.” 


9. He died to know! And ſo muſt 
you: unleſs you are now a partaker 
of Chriſtian faith. O conſider this. 
Nay, and conſider, not only how lit- 


FN | 


time, but how uncertainly do you 
know even that little? How faintly 
glimmering a light is that you have? 
Can you properly be ſaid, to know 
any of theſe things? Is that know- 
ledge any more than bare conjeQure? 


And 
+. 8 


1 


1212 
And the reaſon is plain. You have 
no ſenſes ſuited to inviſible or eternal 
objects. What deſiderata then, eſpe- 
dFially to the rational, the reflecting 
part of mankind are theſe? A more 
extenſive knowledge of things inviſi- 
ble and eternal: a greater certainty 
in whatever knowledge of them we 
have: and, in order to both, facul- 
ties capable of diſcerning things ir in- 


viſible. : 


10. Is it not ſo? Let impartial 
reaſon ſpeak. Does not every think- 
ing man want a window, not ſo 
much in his neighbour's, as in his 
own breaſt? He wants an opening 
there, of whateyer kind, that might 
let in light from eternity. He is 
pained to be thus feeling after God, 
1o darkly, ſo uncertainly ; to know 
ſo little of God, and indeed fo little 
of any beſide material objects. He 
is concerned, that he muſt ee even 
that little, not Cirectly, but in the 

* nn. 
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dim, ſullied glaſs of ſenſe: and con- 
ſequently ſo imperfectly and obſcure- 
1y, that 'tis all a mere znigma ſtill. 


11. Now theſe very deſiderata 
faith ſupplies. It gives a more ex- 
tenſive knowledge of things inviſi- 
ble, ſhewing what eye had not ſeen, 
nor ear heard, neither could it be- 
fore enter into our heart to conceive. 
And all theſe it ſhews in the cleareſt 
light, with the fulleſt certainty and 
evidence. For it does not leave us 
to receive our notices of them, by 
mere reflection from the dull glaſs of 
ſenſe :; but reſolves a thouſand ænig- 
mas of the higheſt concern by giving 
faculties ſuited to things inviſible. 
O who would not wiſh for ſuch a 
faith, were it only on theſe accounts? 
How much more, if by this I may 
receive the promiſe, - I may attain all 


that holineſs and happineſs ? 


1 11. % Chriſtianity tells me: and 
and ſo I find it, may every real 
8 
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Chriſtian ſay. I now am aſſured, 
that theſe things are ſo: 1 experience 
them in my own breaſt, What 
Chriſtianity (confidered as a doctrine) 
promiſed, is accompliſhed in my 
ſoul. And Chriſtianity, conſidered, 


as an inward principle is the com- 


letion of all thoſe promiſes. It is 
bolineſ, and happineſs; the image 


of God impreſt on a created ſpirit: 
a fountain 55 peace and love Ping 


ing up into everlaſting life. 


Sec. III. 1. And this I conceive 
to be the ſtrongeſt evidence of the 
truth of Chriſtianity, I do not un- 
dervalue traditional evidence. Let 


it have its place and its due honour. 


It is highly ſerviceable in its kind, 
and in its degree. And yet I can- 
not ſet it on a level with this. 


It is generally ſuppoſed, that tra- 
ditional. evidence, is weakened by 
length of time; as it muſt neceſſa- 
= paſs through fo many TIN in 
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a continued fucceſſion of ages. But 
no length of time can poſſibly affect 
the ſtrength of this internal evidence. 
It is equally ſtrong, equally new, 
through the courſe of ſeventeen hun- 
dred years. It paſſes now, even as 
it has done from the beginning, di- 
rectly from God into the believing 
ſoul. Do you ſuppoſe time will ever 
dry up this ſtream? O no. 1. ml 
never be cut off, 
Labitur & labetur in omne volubilic evum. 
2. Traditional evidence is of an 
extremely complicated nature, ne- 
ceſſarily including ſo many and ſo 
various conſiderations, that only men 
of a ſtrong and clear underſtanding 
can be ſenſible of its full force. On 
the contrary, how plain and ſimple 
is this? And how level to the loweſt 
capacity? Is not this the ſum? * One 
thing I know: I was blind; but now 
1 ſee.” An argument ſo plain, that 
ſant, a woman, a child my 


N ee all its force, 7 
„ „ 3. The 
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The traditional evidence f 
1 ſtands as it were a great 
way off; and therefore although it 

ſpeak Joud and clear, yet makes a 
leſs lively impreſſion. It gives us an 
account of what was tranſacted long 
ago, in far diſtant times as well as 
places. Whereas the inward evi- 
dence is intimately preſent to all 
ſons, at all times and in all places. 
It is nigh thee, in thy mouth, and in 
thy heart, if thou believeſt in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, This then is the 
record, this is the evidence, emphati- 
cally ſo called, That God hath given 
unto us eternal bife and this Ii ife 1 is in 


hrs ſon. 


If then it were e poſſible which 
I Waere it is not) to ſhake the tra- 
ditional evidence of Chriſtianity, ſtill 
he that has the internal evidence 
(and every true believer hath the 
witneſs or evidence in himſelf) would 
ſtand firm and unſhaken. Still he 


| 7 could 
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could ſay to thoſe who were ſtriking 
at the external evidence, | Beat on 
the ſack of Anaxagoras.” But you 
can no more hurt my evidence of 
Chriſtianity, than the tyrant could 
hurt the ſpirit of that wiſe man. 


0 


5. 1 have ſometimes been almoſt 
inclined to believe, that the wiſdom 
of God has, in moſt later ages, per- 
mitted. the external evidence of 
Chriſtianity to be more or leſs clogged 
and incumbered, for this very end, 
that men (of reflection eſpecially) 

might not altogether reſt there, but 
be conſtrained to look 'into them- 
ſelves alſo, and attend to the light 
ſhining in their hearts. 


Napy, it ſeems (if it may be allowed 
for us to pry ſo far into the reaſons of 
the divine diſpenſations) that parti- 
cularly in this age, God ſuffers all 
kind of objections to be raiſed againſt 

the traditional evidence of Chrifti- 
ity, that men of aden den, 


: 


doubt, whether they can long main- | 
rain their cauſe: whether, if they do : 
not obey: the loud call of God; and 
lay far more ſtreſs, than they have 
hitherto done, on this internal evi- 

dence of Chriſtianity, they will not, 

one after another, give up the exter- 

nal, and (in heart at leaſt) go over to 

thoſe whom they are now contend- 

ing with: ſo that in a century or 


two, the people of England will be 


fairly divided into real Deiſts and | 
real Chriftiade. + on ett not 8 | 


loſs at all, but rather an advantage 2 


though unwilling to give it up, yet, 
at the ſame time they defend this 
evidence, may not reſt the whole 
ſtrength of their cauſe thereon, but 0 
ſeek a deeper and firmer ſupport for 
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6. Without this, I cannot but 
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to the Chriſtian calc: nay, perhaps 
1 would be | :diek, * the 
. clieQual 2 of bringing all 
Chriſti * 


7. May I be permitted to ſpeak 
freely? May I, without offence, aſk, 
of you that are call riſtians, 
What real loſs would 
_ giving up your preſent ap! 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem! is of God ? 
Though yqu bear the name, you are 
not Chriſtians now: you have nei- 
ther Chriſtian faith nor love. You 
have no divine evidence af things 
unſeen: you have not entered into 
the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus. 
You do not love God with all your 
rt: neither do yqu love your 
neighbour as yourſelf. You are nei- 
her happy nor holy. You 
learned in every ſtate therewith to 
content; to rejoice evermo 


. 
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pain, death; and in every 
ʒd,l,,, Wt at, | 


ching to give thanks. You are not 
holy in heart; ſuperior to pride, to 
anger, to fooliſh defires. Neither 
are you holy in life: you do not 
walk as Chriſt alſo walked. Does 
not the main of _—_ Chriſtianity lie 
in your opinion? decked with a few 
outward obſervances? For as to mo- 
rality, even honeſt Heathen morality 
(O let me utter a melancholy truth) 
many of thoſe whom you ſtyle Deiſts, 
there 1s reaſon to fear, have far more 
of: it chan .. 0716) 
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8. Go on, gentlemen, and proſper. 
Shame theſe nominal Chriſtians out 
of that poor ſuperſtition which they 
call Chriſtianity. Reaſon; rally, 
laugh them out of their dead, empty 
forms, void of ſpirit, of faith, of love: 
Convince them, that ſuch unmean- 
ing pageantry for ſuch it manifeſtly | 
is, if there is nothing in the heart 


correſpondent with the outward 


%%% | ew 


. 


* 


a] 
ſhew)- is abſolutely unworthy, you 
need not ſay, of God, but even- 
any man that is endued with com- 
mon underſtanding. Shew them, 
that while they are endeavouring to 
pleaſe thus, they are only beat- 
ing the air. Know your time: 
on: puſh your victories, till you 

| have conquered all that know not 
God. And then he, whom neither 
they nor you know now, ſhall ariſe 
and pird himſelf with ſtrength, 
go forth in his almighty love, and 


ſweetly conquer you all together. 
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9. O that the time were come 
How do I long for you to 
takers of the exceeding great and 
precious promiſe! How am I pair 
when J hear any of you uſing thoſe 
filly terms, which the men of form 
have taught you, calling: the men- 


ton of the only thing you want, 
Cant the dee 
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higheſt happineſs, Enthbaſra/ms # 
What ignorance is this? How ex- 
tremely deſpicable would it make 
you in the eyes of any but a 
Chriſtian? But he cannot deſpiſe 
you, who loves you as his own 

ſoul, who is ready to lay down 
his life for your ſake. _ 
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10. Perhaps you will fay, © But 
this internal evidence of Chriſti- 
anity affects only thoſe in 
the promiſe is fulfilled, It is n 
evidence to m There is truth in 

It does affect them 
chiefly : but it does not affect therm 
only. It cannot, in the nature of 

things, be ſo ſtrong an evidence to 

others, as it is i 


For, firſt, Vou ſee the beauty 
and lovelineſs of Chriſtianity, when 
e it 
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it is rightly underſtood, | And you 
are ſure, there is nothing to be de- 
fired, in compar iſon of it. PIP Ry 


. Secondly, You know 


ture promiſes this, and ſays, It is 
attained by faith, and by no other 


Thirdly, Vou ſee clearly, how 
deſirable Chriſtian faith is, even on 
account of its own intrinſic va- 
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Fourthly, You are a witneſs, that 
the holineſs and happineſs above de- 
ſcribed can be attained no other 
way. The more you have laboured 
after virtue and happineſs, the more 
convinced you are of this. Thus 


far then you need not lean upon 
other men: thus far you have per- 
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| ſonal experience, _ 0 
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Fifthly, what reaſonable aſſurance 
can you have of things, whereof you. 
have not perſonal experience? Sup- 
poſe the queſtion were, Can the blind 
be reſtored to fight? This you have 
not yourſelf experienced. How then 
will you know, that, ſuch a thing, 
ever was? Can there be an eaſier or 
ſurer way, than to talk with one or 
ſome number of men who were 
blind, but are now reſtored to fight? 
They cannot be deceived as to the 
fact in queſtion; the nature of the 
thing leaves no room for this. And 
if they are honeſt men (which you 
may learn from other circumſtances) 
they will not deceive you. 
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Now transfer this to the caſe be- 
fore us; and thoſe who were blind, 
but now ſee, thoſe who were ſick 
many years, but noware heal'd, thoſe 


who were miſerable but now are 


n 


— . ¶ U ͤ nn 0 Oe I, net et 


r 


ws 27 PRONE A 


— pre G, 2 


happy, will afford you alſo, a very 


HE. Chriſtianity ; as ſtrong as can 
in the nature of things, till you ex- 
perience it in your own foul. And 

this, though it be allow'd they are 
7 but plain men, and, in general, of 
weak underſtanding ; nay, though 

ſome of them ſhould be miſtaken 

| in other points, and hold opinions 
which cannot be defended. _ 


4 < 


4 


* ; p 


LYSED © v 


„ 
f 


11. All this may be allow'd con- 
cerning the primitive fathers: I mean 
rticularly Clemens Romanus, Igna- 
ius, Polycarp, Juſtin Martyr, Ire- 
neus, Origen, Clemens Alexandrinns, 
Cyprian; to whom I would add 
Macarius and Ephraim Syrus. 
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HI 1 allow, that ſome of theſe had 
=zt not ſtrong natural ſenſe; that few 
of them had much learning; 
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enjoys, in ſome. reſpects above 2 
that went before. 5 n 


Hence I doubt not but whoever 
will be at the pains of reading over 
their writings for that poor end, will 
find many miſtakes, many weak ſup- 
poſitions, and many ill-drawn con- 
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12. And yet I exceedingly re- 
e them as well as their writ- 
ings, and eſteem, them very highly 
love. I reverence. them, becauſe 
they were Chriſtians, ſuch Chriſtians | 
as are above deſcribed. And I re- 
verence their writings, becauſe they 
deſcribe true genuine Chriſtianity: 
and direct us to the ſtrongeſt evi- 
ence of the Chriſtian doctrine. 
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Izdeed in addreſſing the heathens 
of thoſe times, they intermix other 
argu- 


. * 


1 7 2 
us p 4 rs 
+74 | S 5s 
* "5 * S 
F * K "of 7 » 
ts * ; < 
[ 234 | 
A 0 


arguments; particularly, that drawn 
from the numerous miracles, which 
were then perform'd in the church: 
which they needed only to open their 
eyes and ſee daily Wrought in "rhe 
face of the ſun, 


But ſtill they never relinquiſh : 
this: © What the Scripture pro- 
miſſes, I enjoy. Come and ſee what 
Chriſtianity has done here. And 
Amen edgz, it is of God. 2 


. Treverence theſe antient Cbri- 
"ans (with all their failings) the 
more, becauſe 1 ſee ſo few Chriſtians 
now; becauſe I read fo little in the 
' writings of later times, and hear ſo 
little of genuine Chriſtianity: and 
becauſe moſt of the modern Chri- 
ſtians (fo calFd) not content with 
being wholly ignorant of it, are 
deeply prejudiced againſt it, calling 
"at Enthufiaſm, and f know not 
what. 


That 
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That the God of power and love | 
may make both them and you and 
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me ſuch Chriſtians as thoſe fathers © 
were, is the earneſt prayer 


Reverend ir, © 


* * 


1 Your real Friend 


* . * 7 ; 
a * ' . 
F 
4 1 . 
0 an ervant. 
* 
Wt 
4 * . Z 
” . 
4 
5 
. FA 
* + ; 
. o 
* 
l l 
6 * * 
* 8 g 
2 | 
- x 3 
: 
\ 
8 
— o v \ 
1 
* 1 


7 


nr ? — 


* 


